SUNDAY GOSPEL d@S :
BIBLE SHARIN essed Adacramen

Wednesday Sept 3 for the 23rd Sunday in Ordinary time

OPENING PRAYER: Loving and all-wise God, you call us
together to listen to your Word and share life. Fill us with your
holy wisdom so that we may comprehend your Word, and fill us
with love so that we may follow your ways no matter what the
cost. This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.

e In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”

e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your
notice.

e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage Afterwards, we have a
few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 14:25-33

Sayings on Discipleship.”

25 Great crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and
addressed them,

26! “If any one comes to me without hating his father? and
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his
own life, he cannot be my disciple.m

27 Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple.n

28 Which of you wishing to construct a tower does not first sit
down and calculate the cost to see if there is enough for its
completion?


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14#50014025-1
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29 Otherwise, after laying the foundation and finding himself
unable to finish the work the onlookers should laugh at him

30 and say, ‘This one began to build but did not have the
resources to finish.’

31 Or what king marching into battle would not first sit down and
decide whether with ten thousand troops he can successfully
oppose another king advancing upon him with twenty thousand
troops?

32 But if not, while he is still far away, he will send a delegation
to ask for peace terms.

33 In the same way, everyone of you who does not renounce all
his possessions cannot be my disciple.c

Notes

* [14:25—33] This collection of sayings, most of which are
peculiar to Luke, focuses on the total dedication necessary for
the disciple of Jesus. No attachment to family (LLk 14:26) or
possessions (Lk 14:33) can stand in the way of the total
commitment demanded of the disciple. Also, acceptance of the
call to be a disciple demands readiness to accept persecution and
suffering (Lk 14:27) and a realistic assessment of the hardships
and costs (Lk 14:28—-32).

* [14:26] Hating his father...: cf. the similar saying in Mt 10:37.
The disciple’s family must take second place to the absolute
dedication involved in following Jesus (see also Lk 9:590—-62).

Questions for sharing

1. We have the saying by Saint Mother Teresa: “Live simply, so
that others may simply live.” What one step can you take to
clean out some of the clutter in your life and to live a simpler
lifestyle? Do you ever take items to your local Thrift Store?
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2. Can you honestly say that Jesus is first in your life? If not,
what steps can you take to make him so?

Commentary

Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem where he knows he will be
rejected and crucified. His disciples are unaware of what is
ahead for Jesus (and for those loyal to him). They do not
understand yet the cost of discipleship. So Jesus cautions them
that if they are going to be his disciples, they must think it
through carefully — that the price to be paid is that Jesus and his
concerns must come before attachment to family and
possessions. Jesus is not asking the enthusiastic crowd, or us, to
literally hate our family or give away all our possessions. (“To
hate” is a Semitic expression meaning “to love less.”) But in a
world where many things demand our loyalty, the claim of Christ
and his Gospel must not only be first and foremost but must also
redefine our relationship with family and possessions. This will
most likely demand some detaching, some “hating,” understood
as “loving less” one’s family and possessions. Jesus is not
suggesting that we neglect our parents. Rather, he is saying that
our concern for our parents should not distract us from putting
Jesus first in our lives. Likewise, we should ‘renounce our
possessions’ by not permitting them to possess us and distract us
from making Jesus and his Gospel values the first priority in our
lives.

The two parables in the Gospel underscore the above point.
Jesus is asking: “Are you sure you want to follow me? Are you
willing to pay the price? Do not be like the man who proceeds to
build a house without having calculated the cost of the materials,
or the general who goes into battle without having analyzed
whether he has enough men to win it.”



IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, Sept 3 6:30 — 8:00pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: Sept 3, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.

Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosEg23wHRo0szXq
NBSkCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5G0j4d-
jwpiFdj oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFANNU1NajV
peEtKUohJQTo9

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09

