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When I was a child, there was a great deal of excitement in my household as the
first day of school approached every week after Labor Day. New clothes and shoes had to
be purchased even as the old shoes and clothes were handed down to the next line.
School supplies were restocked and distributed so that all of us were ready to go. While
we all enjoyed the long summer days, mostly played outside all day, the truth is that my
brothers and sisters were glad to go back to school. Old friendships were renewed and a
few new ones made. Some of us were blessed with very gifted and inspirational
teachers. For some of us like myself, learning was exciting and reading opened new
worlds.

September days see new beginnings in parishes across the diocese and country.
Catholic Schools have opened. Faith Formation programs for children, youth, and adults
start anew. OCIA groups welcome inquirers who want to explore what it means to be
Catholic. There are opportunities to grow in faith as well as to minister to parishioners
and others outside of Blessed Sacrament Parish.

Faith Formation programs for children and Sacramental Preparation for
Reconciliation, First Communion, and Confirmation begin with an Orientation for
children, youth, and parents on Sunday, September 14, at 10:15 am in the Church.

There will be a six-week book study, discussion, and sharing on Opening the Holy
Door: Hope Filled Scripture Reflections from Saint Peter’s Basilica. It will be held in
the Community Room just before the Parish Hall at 10:15 am on Sunday, September 14 .
Kathy Lester is the leader.

Phone: Office (304) 744-5523  Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.

Email piw424@gmail.com

Parish website https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org
Faith in West Virginia https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/
MYSTIC MORSELS

Do not be afraid to abandon yourself unreservedly to His loving Providence,
for a child cannot perish in the arms of a Father Who is omnipotent.
— Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647- 1690)

Jesus does not demand great actions from us, but simply surrender and gratitude.
— Saint Thérese of Lisieux (1873-1897)
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PRAYER

Lord God, heavenly Father,

in your fatherly and infinite wisdom

you place your children on earth under the cross

and we endure many troubles.

Through these you guard us against sins

and lead us to believe, hope and pray.

Have mercy on us,

and hear our prayers in every affliction and need,

and send us your gracious help

so that we may know your grace and fatherly goodness,
and praise and glorify you with all your saints in eternity,
for you, with your Son and the Holy Spirit alone are the eternal God. Amen.

STORY

One of the world’s best known children’s songs is “Jesus Loves Me”.

Jesus loves me this I know

For the bible tells me so

Little ones to him belong

They are weak but he is strong
The song was originally composed for a novel, Say and Seal, published in 1860. It tells
the story of a little boy, Johnny, who is sick and dying. He is being rocked in the arms of
his Sunday School teacher John Linden and asks John to sing him a song. John sings
“Jesus Loves Me”.

The profundity of that song extends way beyond simplistic childhood faith. Karl Barth
was one of the most influential theologians of the twentieth century. Towards the end of
his life Barth gave a lecture at the University of Chicago Divinity School. At the end of
the lecture, he was asked what he considered to be the greatest theological discovery of
his life. Everyone expected a complex answer. He paused for a moment, then smiled
and said, “The greatest theological insight that I have ever had is this: Jesus loves me,
this I know, for the Bible tells me so!”

WIT, WHIMSY, and WHATEVER

A young girl who was writing a paper for school came to her father and asked: “Dad,
what is the difference between anger and exasperation?” The father replied: “It is mostly
a matter of degree. Let me show you what I mean.” With that the father went to the
telephone and dialed a number at random. To the man who answered the phone, he
said: “Hello, is Melvin there?” The man answered: “There is no one living here named
Melvin. Why don’t you learn to look up numbers before you dial.”

“See,” said the father to his daughter. “That man was not a bit happy with our call. He
was probably very busy with something, and we annoyed him. Now watch.” The father
dialed the number again. “Hello, is Melvin there?” asked the father. “Now look here!”



came the heated reply. “You just called this number, and I told you that there is no
Melvin here! You've got a lot of guts calling again!” The receiver slammed down hard.

The father turned to his daughter and said: “You see, that was anger. Now I'll show you
what exasperation means.” He dialed the same number, and when a violent voice
roared: “Hello!” The father said calmly in a different voice: “Hello, this is Melvin. Have
there been any calls for me?”



