
 

 

  

Pastoral Council Meeting Agenda 

Monday, September 8, 2025; 6pm in Room 2 
  

We, Blessed Sacrament Parish, are a 

Christ-centered community; 

Committed to worship the Father; 

Committed to respond to the Spirit’s gifts; 

Committed to loving service to all God’s people. 

 

1.  Opening Prayer – Dan McLaughlin 

Gracious God, 

We come before you today with grateful hearts, gathered as servants of your church and stewards 

of your mission. Thank you for the opportunity to work together in building up our parish 

community. 

As we discuss and discern the path forward, we ask your blessing upon the projects entrusted to 

us—whether it be the renovation of sacred spaces, outreach to those in need, the strengthening of 

our ministries, or the planning of events that bring our parish family closer to you. May each 

initiative be guided by your wisdom and rooted in love. 

Help us to listen with humility, speak with clarity, and act with courage. May our decisions 

reflect your will and bring light to those we serve. Unite us in purpose and remind us that all we 

do is for the glory of your name and the good of your people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 

 

2. Acceptance of July Meeting minutes 

 

3. KUDOS:  

 

Kudos to the Vocations Committee members for their hospitality for the Deacon 

Formation program candidates who attended Mass at Blessed Sacrament on Sunday 

(Sept. 7). 

 Kudos to Deacon Tommy for his Blessing of the Bikes after a recent Mass in 

August.  There were 12 attendees with bicycles and a motorcycle. 

            Kudos to the Dismas Club and all who assisted in Deacon John and Arlene Hanna's 40-

years of ordained ministry reception. 

 Kudos to the ushers/greeters, and Youth Group that puts the markers in the worship 

books.  



 

 

            Kudos to Katie Smithberger for inviting everyone in her Catholic Moms group to VBX.  

Several families from that group attended. 

       Kudos to everyone who contributed to our most successful VBX in a long time.  It took 

many adults and teens to bring together a wonderful experience for all the children who attended. 

 Kudos to “Sunday Morning Orchestra” kids playing at the last song on Sunday mass. 

(Frankie, Tony, Katie’s kids) 

 Kudos to Prayer Quilt ministry with their service. 

 

4. New/Carryover Topics: 

 

• Garden Update - Meeting after 11:30 am mass; Phase 2 is finished.  Plants alongside cross 

garden are in holding pattern until a final place is determined for them.  Building ramp to 

easily take equipment to shed.  Fall planting to be completed in next 4 weeks.  Mary 

Garden - plan out plants that have a year-long bloom.  Suggestion was made regarding 

other use for garden space (mass, recreation) but is long term plan. 

  

• Vacation Bible Experience Report:  

• Average attendance: 18; Total enrollment: 24 (Highest attendance since COVID) 

• Theme: A Jubilee of Hope with the Saints 

• The activities, crafts, and food were related to the saints of the day 

• A survey of parents showed that the Sunday-Thursday schedule from 5:30 pm-7:30 

pm was appreciated 

• SAVE THE DATE FOR NEXT YEAR:  July 19-23, 2026; last full week in July 

• Got some really good feedback from families 

• Adult group did pretty well, had about 12 adults 

• Had a nice teen representation and interaction with the kids 

 

• The Disciple Maker Index – committee meeting conducted on Sunday, August 31.  Short 

listening sessions (15 minutes) have been scheduled for September 21, 22, and  

 September 27, 28 after every Mass.  Couple of people going around with survey.  These 

are being conducted to provide greater clarity to some of the results of the initial survey. 

The following three questions will be asked: 

   What does it mean to you to share your faith? 

   Why is this sometimes difficult to do? 

How can we help each other grow as disciples? 

The answers that we collect to these questions will enable us to develop an online survey 

to help us understand why so we can develop tools to help us to share the light of faith. 

 

5. General Parishioner Concerns 

a. Charity Adkins Food Bank Inquiry- Rachael spoke with Charity after Mass and 

she mentioned her local community is struggling with poverty and is in need of a 

food bank. She has a local contact in her town that is trying to start a food bank at 

a church. Charity is curious if our parish can give a one-time food donation to this 

food bank that is trying to get started.  She has statistics and local data to explain 

the plan for the community. 

May look at reaching out to local parish around Griffithsville (Lincoln County).  



 

 

Need a point-of-contact, transportation method, shopping list, look at potentially 

asking parish community in the next couple of weeks.  Father Paul suggested it 

being an ecumenical process to involve many churches/parishes. 

 

6. Parish Council Member Concerns 

a. Security during Masses – do any changes need to be made?  In light of recent 

events.  Prior training was provided for Blessed Sacrament groups (staff, Pastoral 

Council, etc.).  Usher/greeter?  Anything we can do in that environment?  Beckley 

locked doors during weekday mass.  Potentially have trauma kits available.  Think 

about potential solutions. 

 

b. Blessing Bags (from Rachael Crane)- It's a bag full of shelf stable snacks, lists of 

resources, bottle of water, bus fare, seasonally appropriate needs like hat and 

gloves, etc. I keep bags like these in my car so when I happen to come to a stop 

light and there is someone standing on the corner asking for help I hand them an 

already prepared bag full of essentials. This could be a service project for the 

youth to do where we can collect things from the parish like individual bags of 

nuts, PB crackers, granola bars, things that won't melt in a hot car, a pamphlet of 

community resources that list food banks, shelters, warming and cooling stations, 

veterans assistance, etc. 

i. May look at other groups in the church or individuals as they are called to 

put together. 

ii. Flyers with different shelters and food banks available at libraries, 

possibly Sojourner’s; can add Blessed Sacrament pamphlets too. 

iii. First step is to mention in the bulletin maybe after Hygiene Sunday and let 

the congregation start participating; add list of suggested contents of bag 

 

c. Attendance at Holy Day Masses - Terry to follow-up with Father Paul on possible 

actions to assist 

 

d. Handling of data from the DMI survey - Rick requested a SWOT analysis of the 

data from the survey; feels there could be benefit to analyze the data; Terry 

indicated there would not be a SWOT analysis performed outside of the data 

analysis that has occurred and listening sessions; much of the data indicated Good 

to Excellent; objective from Parish was to focus on a couple items to improve.  

Resources not available to delve further into the data that way. 

 

7. Staff Concerns  

 

8. Next Meeting – October 13 at 6:00 PM in Room 2 

 

9. October Prayer – John Priestley 

  

10. Closing Prayer  -   Dan McLaughlin 



 

 

 Lord, 

As we conclude this meeting, we thank you for your presence among us and for the grace to 

serve your church. May the decisions made here bear fruit in our parish and reflect your love and 

truth. Strengthen us to carry out our responsibilities with faith, integrity, and compassion. 

Bless our parish family and guide us as we continue to build a community rooted in the 

Eucharist, nourished by your word, and alive in the Holy Spirit. May we leave this room 

renewed in purpose and united in mission. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 

 

 

Attendance: Terry Mathias, Molly Linehan Belcher, Dan McLaughlin, Jonathan Perry, Rick 

Brennan, Deacon Tony O’Leary  , Father Paul, Mary Odin, David Brown, Rachel Crane, Jamie 

Knox, John Priestley, Ryan Walter 


