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Whenever I left Williamson, WV after my last Sunday Mass from 1986-1989, the
only radio stations I could tune into were from small churches up narrow hollers or in
tiny towns. The message was the same week after week, minister after minister, church
after church: “Accept Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior or you will suffer hellfire
and eternal damnation!” I never thought allowing Jesus to be an intimate part of our
lives was bad. But just scaring people into faith is wrong. Worse, it was the same
frenetic, hyperventilated message. The only sermon, done again and again.

Every time I listened a few minutes, I would always think, “And then what?” The
Roman Catholic Church has important answers to that question. Well more than half of
our Sundays, when the priest wears green vestments, we celebrate Ordinary Time. The
readings and homilies answer that question by addressing what it means to be a true
disciple and genuine follower of Jesus Christ.

“But wait, there’s more!” as the late pitchman Billy Mays would exclaim. The
Church has a mission to undertake to do what Christians have done from the very start
in one form or another.
 Evangelize and share the Gospel. This is the reason we have the Order of Christian

Initiation of Adults which has just begun anew and in earnest. When parishioners do
their best to live their lives in such a way others can see that Jesus makes a difference
in their lives.

* Nurture the faith of our children through our example, Sunday Faith Formation,
Vacation Bible Experience, Youth Group, Camp Leon, etc.

 Educate parishioners to help them grow in faith, hope, and love. We have Bible Study
and Bible Sharing, and a number of opportunities for adults at the same time as our
children and youth on Sunday mornings.

» Sunday Mass gives us an opportunity to worship God, and participate in a variety of
ministries: Server, Reader, Eucharistic Minister, Choir member, Musician, Gift
Bearer. Good music, preaching, worship, and hospitality help us grow.

* Outreach to the poor and needy outside and within the parish because what we do for
one of these least ones, we do for Jesus. We do this especially well at Blessed
Sacrament through volunteering, food drive, and financially supporting these good
works.

* Fellowship is spending time enjoying one another before and after Mass as well as
other opportunities like Pancakes (and more!), Thanksgiving Day Dinner and
Christmas morning brunch.

So, there you have it. We have a lot of answers to the question I asked years ago
in Mingo County — “And then what?” Here’s another question, “How well are you
taking advantage of opportunities to minister and learn?”




Phone: Office (304) 744-5523
Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.

Email: pjw424@gmail.com

Parish website: https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org

Faith in West Virginia: https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/

This Sunday’s Readings: https://bible.uscch.org/bible/readings/092825.cfm
Wednesday Bible Handout: https://blessedsacramentwv.org/download/october-8-
2025/?wpdmdl=2501&refresh=68dfe4015280d1759503361

This Sunday’s Bulletin: https://blessedsacramentwv.org/download/october-5-
2025/?wpdmd(=2500&refresh=68dfe2¢c23d95¢1759503042

Faith Formation for Sunday, October 5, 2025

9:30 -11:15am OCIA Inquiry Class for Possible New Catholics
10:15 - 11:15 am Between the Masses
 Book Study/Discussion - Opening the Holy Door - Community Room
 Church History Video/Discussion - Parish Hall
« First Reconciliation (Room 10) and Confirmation (Room 2)
¢ Children in Primary Grades (Various Classrooms)
02:00-2:30 pm Blessing of Animals outside North Entrance

STORY

He was riding listlessly in some wayside place, apparently in the open country, when he
saw a figure coming along the road towards him and halted; for he saw it was a leper.
And he knew instantly that his courage was challenged, not as the world challenges, but
as one would challenge who knew the secrets of the heart of a man.

What he saw advancing was not the banner and spears of Perugia, from which it never
occurred to him to shrink; nor the armies that fought for the crown of Sicily, of which he
had always thought as a courageous man thinks of mere vulgar danger. Francis
Bernadone saw his fear coming up the road towards him; the fear that comes from
within and not without; though it stood white and horrible in the sunlight. For once in
the long rush of his life, his soul must have stood still.

Then he sprang from his horse, knowing nothing between stillness and swiftness, and
rushed on the leper and threw his arms around him. It was the beginning of a long
vocation of ministry among many lepers, for whom he did many services; to this man he
gave what money he could and mounted and rode on. We do not know how far he rode,
or with what sense of the things around him; but it is said that when he looked back, he
could see no figure on the road.

— GK Chesterton (1874-1936) Saint Francis



MYSTIC MORSEL

Since we ourselves are human beings, we must set before others the meal of kindness no
matter why they need it — whether because they are widows, orphans, or exiles; or
because they are brutalized by masters, crushed by rulers, dehumanized by tax-
collectors, bloodied by robbers, or victimized by the insatiate greed of thieves, be it
through confiscation of property or ship-wreck. All such people are equally deserving of
mercy, and they look to us for their needs just as we look to God for ours.

— Saint Gregory of Nazianzus (329-c. 391)

Tears are a language that express the deep feelings of a wounded heart. Tears are a
silent cry for compassion and comfort. Moreover, they cleanse and purify our eyes, our
feelings, and our thoughts. We should not be ashamed to cry; it is a way of expressing
our sadness and our desire for a new world. Crying tells of our humanity, which is weak
and tested, but destined for joy.

— Pope Leo XIV

Saint Paul’s words suggest that when we receive consolation from God, we then become
capable of offering consolation to others. He “consoles us in all our affliction,” writes the
Apostle, “so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the
consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God” (2 Cor 1:4). God knows the
secrets of our hearts; we must not prevent him from comforting us by thinking that we
can rely solely on our own strength.

— Pope Leo XIV

WIT, WHIMSY, & WHATEVER

A frog goes into a bank and approaches the teller. He can see from her nameplate that her
name is Patricia Whack. "Miss Whack, I'd like to get a $30,000 loan to take a holiday."
Patty looks at the frog in disbelief and asks his name. The frog says his name is Kermit
Jagger, his dad is Mick Jagger, and that it's okay, he knows the bank manager.

Patty explains that he will need to secure the loan with some collateral. The frog says:
"Sure. I have this," and produces a tiny porcelain elephant, about an inch tall, bright pink
and perfectly formed. Very confused, Patty explains that she'll have to consult with the
bank manager and disappears into a back office.

She finds the manager and says: "There's a frog called Kermit Jagger out there who claims
to know you and wants to borrow $30,000, and he wants to use this as collateral." She
holds up the tiny pink elephant. "I mean, what in the world is this?"

The bank manager looks back at her and says: "It's a knick-knack, Patty Whack. Give the
frog a loan. His old man's a Rolling Stone."



