
 

 

  

Wednesday October 22 for the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

  
OPENING PRAYER: Heavenly Father, Grant us the strength to remain humble in moments of 

success and the courage to admit our faults in times of failure. Let our words and actions reflect 

Your love and humility, and may we always seek to glorify You in all that we do. Amen. 

 

• In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”   

• Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your notice. 

• A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a few minutes of 
silent reflection.  

 
READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE  
Luke  18:9-14 
 

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector. 

9 He then addressed this parable to those who were convinced of their own righteousness and 

despised everyone else.c 

10 “Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax 

collector. 

11 The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself, ‘O God, I thank you that I 

am not like the rest of humanity—greedy, dishonest, adulterous—or even like this tax collector. 

12 I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.’d 

13 But the tax collector stood off at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but 

beat his breast and prayed, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’e 

14 I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former; for everyone who exalts himself will 

be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”f 

 
 
QUESTIONS FOR SHARING 
 

1. In what ways does the Pharisee demonstrate pride in his prayer? How does his pride affect his 

relationship with God? Conversely, how does the tax collector exhibit humility in his prayer? 

What role does humility play in our relationship with God? 

2. How does the tax collector demonstrate repentance in his prayer? What does Jesus’ response 

to the tax collector teach us about God’s attitude toward repentant sinners? How does this relate 

to the concept of forgiveness? 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/18#50018009-c
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/18#50018012-d
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/18#50018013-e
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/18#50018014-f


 

 

3. What dangers are associated with self-righteousness, as exemplified by the Pharisee? How 

can self-righteousness hinder our spiritual growth and relationship with God? In what ways can 

we guard against falling into the trap of self-righteousness? 

4. How can we apply the lessons of this parable to our own lives today? What practical steps can 

we take to cultivate humility, repentance, and a right attitude toward God and others? How can 

we avoid the pitfalls of pride and self-righteousness in our spiritual journey? 

 
 
Commentary 
 

 Jesus tells the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, contrasting the prayers of two men 

who went to the temple to pray.  

 

The key phrases in this passage highlight the stark differences in the attitudes of the two men. 

The Pharisee’s prayer focuses on his own perceived righteousness, while the tax collector’s 

prayer reflects a deep sense of unworthiness and a plea for God’s mercy. This contrast 

emphasizes the value of humility and sincerity in our approach to God and in our interactions 

with others. 

In a world where pride and self-righteousness often prevail, the Parable of the Pharisee and the 

Tax Collector challenges us to examine our own hearts and attitudes. It prompts us to consider 

whether we approach God and others with humility and sincerity or with a sense of superiority 

and judgment. This reflection can lead to a deeper understanding of ourselves and a more 

authentic relationship with God. 

 

To illustrate the parable’s message, consider two colleagues at work: one who boasts about their 

achievements and looks down on others, and another who works diligently, admits mistakes, 

and helps others. When a promotion is on the line, the humble and sincere colleague is chosen 

because their character and attitude have earned respect and trust. This anecdote mirrors the 

parable’s lesson that true worth is found in humility and authenticity. 

In conclusion, the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector challenges us to approach God 

with humility, recognizing our need for His mercy and grace. It reminds us that God values a 

humble heart over outward displays of piety and calls us to cultivate a spirit of humility and 

sincerity in our relationship with Him and with others. 

 

 
 
 
 
IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK? 
 
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER -   The Lord’s Prayer 
 


