Blessed Sacrament Parish - weekiy Email — October 17, 2025

The Catholic Church’s SACRAMENT of the ANOINTING of the SICK celebrates our
faith in the healing touch of Christ in our lives. Jesus has deep compassion for those who were
sick and the Church continues his healing mission today. In this Sacrament, we pray that the
sick person be healed in body, mind, and spirit. The Sacrament offers forgiveness and healing.
God alone knows what kind of healing is most needed for us: that our anxieties are eased, that a
wound be healed, that our fears turn to hope, that loneliness be embraced, that confusion turn
to insight.

The Sacrament may also help the sick person and their loved ones understand and
experience suffering differently. This Sacrament is not just for those who are at the point of
death. People suffering under the burdens of age may be anointed. It is meant for anyone who is
suffering from a serious illness: physical, emotional, mental or spiritual. The Sacrament may be
received at any time during a person’s illness, especially before surgery or treatment.

Sacraments are for the living. Therefore, it is preferable, as far as possible, to celebrate
the rite when others can be present in the home, at the hospital, and in church. Please note: if at
all possible, it is VITALLY IMPORTANT to be anointed while the sick person is able to
communicate. This allows the one near death to ask questions, share concerns, confess sins, and

make peace. We will be having a communal Anointing of the Sick during the 5pm Mass and
11:30am Mass only on October 18 and 109.

The Sacrament of the ANOINTING of the SICK is meant for the living and not only for
those at death’s door. Christ strengthens the faithful who are sick with this sacrament of
anointing. The sick receive the grace of the Holy Spirit, forgiveness of sin; trust in God is
encouraged and strength is given to resist the temptation to lose hope. We pray not only for
physical healing, but spiritual and emotional as well. Who may and or ought to be anointed?
Those who are
« suffering from illness and disease;

« preparing for or recovering from surgery;
« weakened by age;
* chronically ill with high blood pressure, diabetes, arthritis, heart disease, etc.

Phone: Office (304) 744-5523

Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.

Email: pjw424@gmail.com

Parish website: https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org

Faith in West Virginia: https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/

This Sunday’s Readings: https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092825.cfm



Live, Local, and Late-breaking

Bishop Mark Brennan requests that every parish have an Evangelization Committee in place by
mid-November 2025. At the recent Pastoral Council Meeting yesterday evening, the focus of the
committee was spelled out.

The Evangelization Committee seeks to encourage, enable, and empower Blessed
Sacrament parishioners to actively share our Catholic Faith with parishioners and
non-parishioners alike. The First Letter of Peter 3:15 teaches, Always be ready to
give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.”

Members are needed to be part of this essential part of our parish mission. Please let Father Paul
[(304) 433-7472 piw424@gmail.com] or [Natalie (304) 744-5523 bsccwv@gmail.com] know if
you are willing to be part of this effort.

For your information:

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is planning two events for Parish Evangelization

Committee members.

1. A Zoom Meeting on Tuesday, November 4 at an as yet to be scheduled time.

2. The Diocese will offer an in-person workshop for Evangelization Committee members on
Saturday November 22, 2025, from 9:00 - 11:00 am in the Parish Hall here at Blessed
Sacrament.

Blessed Sacrament Parish will soon begin its WINTER SCHEDULE for SATURDAY MASS
on Saturday November 1. For the convenience of these who dislike driving after dark, Saturday
Mass will begin at 4:00 pm. Sunday Masses remain the same.

POEM

Lighting a candle is a prayer.

When we have gone, it stays alight,
kindling in our hearts and minds

the prayers we have already offered

for ourselves and for others — mostly
for the sad, the sick, and the suffering —
but also in joy and heartfelt gratitude.

How I wish I could stay and pray
in this church, this house of God,
but — alas — this I cannot do.
Let this candle symbolize that
desire burning within my heart.

Lighting a candle is also a parable:
burning itself out, it gives light to others.
Christ gave himself for others.

He calls us to give ourselves.

We are, after all, to be light to the world.

Lighting a candle is a symbol:

of love and hope, of light and warmth.

Our world needs them all.

— Author unknown modified by Paul Wharton
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PRAYER

Help me, O God, to find still moments,

quiet spaces within to refresh my soul;

cease my questions, my inner debates,

and let me meditate on Your goodness.

Help me, O God, to nurture my courage,
recalling moments of strength.

Let me remember days of fortitude

and the certainty of your regard.

Help me, O God, to turn to the light,

to feel the warmth of Your touch,

my own face and fingers outstretched,

alive, alive in Your sight.

— Mishkan T’Filat: Shabbat-A Reform Siddur

MYSTIC MORSELS

If God seems slow in responding, it is because He is preparing a better gift. He will not deny us.
God withholds what you are not yet ready for. God wants you to have a lively desire for His
greatest gifts. All of which is to say, pray always and do not lose heart.

--Saint Augustine (354-430)

Be prepared at all times for the gifts of God and be ready always for new ones.
For God is a thousand times more ready to give than we are to receive.
— Meister Eckhart (1260-1328)

Live simply that others might simply live.
— Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821)

WIT, WISDOM, & WHATEVER

Two drunken Irishmen in a graveyard. Paddy starts reading the gravestones. "Mick" he says;
Would you look at this, a feller here who was 90 when he died!" "Who's that?" says Mick.
"Somebody called O'Toole from Kerry," he replies.

Mick says, "Never mind him, there's a feller here called Murphy, was 99 when he died! From
Castletown of all places! "Well, that’s nothing!" says Paddy.

"What about what is written on this feller's stone, here right beside the gate!" "The stone says
147" "147? that’s amazing!" says Mick. "Who was he?" "Well according to the stone, it’s
somebody called Miles from Dublin......



