SUNDAY GOSPEL g, ¢ t
BIBLE SHARIN essed Asacramen

A Christ-Centered Catholic Community

Wednesday October 15 for the 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER: Thank you, Lord, for gathering us together to share life in the context of
listening to your Word. Help us to grow in the grace and ministry of hospitality. Help us to listen
well to your Word and to always be persistent in our prayers and offerings of thanksgiving. In
Jesus name we pray. Amen

e Inthe words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”

¢ Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your notice.
e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a few minutes of
silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 18:1-8

The Parable of the Persistent Widow.
12 Then he told them a parable about the necessity for them to pray always without becoming
weary.2 He said,
2 “There was a judge in a certain town who neither feared God nor respected any human being.
3 And a widow in that town used to come to him and say, ‘Render a just decision for me against
my adversary.’
4 For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought, ‘While it is true that I
neither fear God nor respect any human being,

b because this widow keeps bothering me I shall deliver a just decision for her lest she finally
come and strike me.”
6 The Lord said, “Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says.
7 Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones who call out to him day and night? Will
he be slow to answer them?
8 I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily. But when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Notes

* [18:1—14] The particularly Lucan material in the travel narrative concludes with two parables
on prayer. The first (Lk 18:1—8) teaches the disciples the need of persistent prayer so that they
not fall victims to apostasy (Lk 18:8). The second (Lk 18:9—14) condemns the self-righteous,
critical attitude of the Pharisee and teaches that the fundamental attitude of the Christian
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disciple must be the recognition of sinfulness and complete dependence on God’s graciousness.
The second parable recalls the story of the pardoning of the sinful woman (Lk 7:36—50) where a
similar contrast is presented between the critical attitude of the Pharisee Simon and the love
shown by the pardoned sinner.

* [18:5] Strike me: the Greek verb translated as strike means “to strike under the eye” and
suggests the extreme situation to which the persistence of the widow might lead. It may,
however, be used here in the much weaker sense of “to wear one out.”

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING

1. How are we to act if God’s justice is not delivered according to our own timetable?
2. How do we go on in the face of injustice if God’s ultimate justice only arrives on our
timetable?

3. Do we persevere in the faith, crying out to God, day and night.

Commentary

The parable of the persistent widow and the unjust judge (Luke 18:1—8) is part of a series of
illustrative lessons Jesus used to teach His disciples about prayer. Luke introduces this lesson as
a parable meant to show the disciples “that they should always pray and never give up.

The parable of the widow and the judge is set in an unnamed town. Over that town presides an
unjust judge who has no fear of God and no compassion for the people under his jurisdiction. In
the Jewish community, a judge was expected to be impartial, to judge righteously, and to
recognize that judgment ultimately belongs to God (Deuteronomy 1:16—17). Thus, the judge in
this story is incompetent and unqualified for the job. Justice was not being served.

A needy widow repeatedly comes before the judge to plead her case. According to Jewish law,
widows deserve special protection under the justice system (Deuteronomy 10:18; 24:17—
21; James 1:27). But this unjust judge ignores her. Nevertheless, she refuses to give up.

Eventually, the judge says to himself, “I don’t fear God or care about people, but this woman is
driving me crazy. I'm going to see that she gets justice, because she is wearing me out with her
constant request. The widow gets the justice she was seeking. Then Jesus explains His point: if
an uncaring, unfit, ungodly judge answers with justice in the end, how much more will a loving
and holy Father give what is right to His children?

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer
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Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, Oct 15 6:30 — 8:00pm

Weekly on Wednesday
Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: Oct 15, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.

Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosEg23wHR0szXqNBSkCL570RPg/ics
?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5G0oj4d-jwpiFdj oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXIL.zdzZFANNU1NajVpeEtKUohJQT09

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607
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