
 

 

  

Pastoral Council Meeting Agenda 

Monday, October 13, 2025; 6pm in Room 2 
  

We, Blessed Sacrament Parish, are a 

Christ-centered community; 

Committed to worship the Father; 

Committed to respond to the Spirit’s gifts; 

Committed to loving service to all God’s people. 

 

1.  Opening Prayer – John Priestley 

 

Come, O God the Holy Spirit, Sweet Guest of our souls, Spirit of Counsel and Fortitude, and fill 

us with Your celestial wisdom. You, who inspired the prophets and apostles and continue to 

sanctify Your Church, are the source of all true understanding. Breathe upon us the gifts of 

knowledge, understanding, and discernment, that we may perceive God’s voice amidst the 

clamor of the world. Guide our thoughts, purify our intentions, and direct our actions according 

to God the Father’s divine plan. Make our hearts receptive vessels for Your divine inspirations, 

leading us in all truth. 

 

2. Acceptance of September Meeting minutes 

3. KUDOS: 

Kudos to the Dismas crew for work on the rectory deck. 

Kudos to the families that brought 12 dogs and 1 cat to the Blessing of the Animals on October 5 

Kudos to all involved in the Faith Formation programs.  Attendance has been outstanding.  Many 

kids coming.  

Kudos to Father Paul, Deacon Tommy, and Deacon Tony over the last several weeks boy have 

they really opened my heart tremendously and made me really stop and think about how I should 

be acting on a daily basis especially towards the less fortunate. We are a country that are beyond 

blessed with so many opportunities we need to do our part. 

Kudos to Deacon Tony for conducting the Blessing of the Animals.  Jonathan had the one cat 

who passed shortly after on the Tuesday following. 

Kudos to Mary Odin for having “bell ringers in training”. 

 

4. New/Carryover Topics: 

  

• The Disciple Maker Index – committee meeting conducted on Sunday, October 5. 



 

 

It was agreed that there was enough input received in the six listening sessions.  There is no 

need to do an online survey. Mary listed all the responses made by parishioners.  Mary and 

Terry agreed to summarize the findings to present both the summary and the raw data to 

the Pastoral Council at the October 13 meeting.  The raw data from the listening session is 

provided to the Pastoral Council in a separate attachment. 

 

It was decided to have a Panel Discussion between the Masses on Sunday, November 2 on 

Common Misconceptions about Catholics. The information will be helpful in answering 

questions by non-Catholics. Probably will be an ongoing discussion between masses from 

time to time. 

 

It was suggested that a business card sized handout be created for parishioners to share 

with others. It will include a URL code linked to the parish website. I am not sure who was 

working on this.  

 

The Diocese wants every parish to have an Evangelization Committee. We will rename this 

(DMI) steering committee and seek additional members.  Terry Mathias, Carla Stricker, 

Molly, Jackie Lilly and staff currently on DMI.  Suggestion there be good representation 

from those who joined the church through OCIA.  Several on Pastoral Council already 

willing to join committee.  Father will contact DMI committee members and send out 

information to parish regarding interest in joining. Maybe 8 or so members in this 

committee.  Would be good to have before workshop.  Possible goal of committee to 

enable and empower parishioners to be more comfortable in sharing their faith. 

 

Suggestion regarding questionnaire sessions to learn about our faith and others.  Learning 

and interacting about other faiths is also being planned via Root and Branch in coming 

months.  Not yet scheduled due to installation of new Rabbi. 

 

Diocesan Workshop on Evangelization at Blessed Sacrament from 9a-11a on November 

22nd. 

 
 

• Charity Adkins Food Bank update 

Per the church staff, we will not have a food drive for the new food pantry because of all of 

the other ministry requests made during the holiday season.  However, the parish tithe fund 

will purchase some specific food items for the pantry to help them get started.  Natalie will 

order the food and have it delivered directly to the pantry.  Rachel to connect Natalie with 

Charity to ensure initial purchase. 

 

• Blessing bags update 

Need to set up a poster and collection container and work with parish staff for the time of 

the collection and initial packaging.  Pastoral Council will be the first group to start this. 

 

• Physical security of the building during Masses 



 

 

We have received some information from the Diocese and will begin to work to identify 

what actions to take if any.  Will probably put together a subcommittee to review and see 

what may be needed.  Will review more in November meeting. 

 

• Proposal from quilt ministry 

Dear Father Paul and Natalie, 
I would like to propose the creation of Mini Pocket Prayer Quilts as an extension of our Prayer Quilt 
Ministry. These smaller versions of our quilts are designed to provide comfort and a tangible reminder 
of prayer for individuals who may not need or be able to manage a full-size quilt. 

Purpose and Benefits 
- Portability: Small enough to carry in a pocket, purse, or backpack. 
- Accessibility: Shared more widely where a full quilt may not be practical. 
- Reminder of Prayer: Each quilt will be prayed over and blessed. 
- Outreach: Ideal for hospital patients, nursing home residents, students, deployed military personnel, 
or anyone in need. 

Materials and Design 
- Size: Approximately 4x4 to 5x5 inches. 
- Contents: Two layers of fabric with a cross or simple design. 
- Assembly: Similar to larger quilts, tied with yarn or stitching. 
- Label: Small tag noting it was made and prayed over by our ministry. 

Implementation 
- Volunteers: Current and new volunteers can easily assist. 
- Distribution: Available through the parish office, prayer quilt table, or pastoral visits. 
- Blessing: Blessed before distribution. 

Cost and Resources 
The small size keeps costs minimal. They can be made from fabric scraps and small amounts of batting 
we already have. 

Suggested Next Steps 
1. Approve the idea to move forward. 
2. Pilot run of 20–30 quilts for parish distribution and feedback. 
3. Announce availability in the bulletin. 
I believe these mini pocket prayer quilts will serve as a simple but powerful way to extend Christ’s 
comfort and our parish’s prayers into the daily lives of those in need. 
 

Group agreed and saw no issues with the mini pocket prayer quilt. 

 

• 85th anniversary of Blessed Sacrament next summer (August?) 

Something to discuss and contemplate in the next several months.  May be able to combine 

with the Parish Feast Day (Pastapalooza?) 

 

 

5. General Parishioner Concerns 

Some people may not be receiving the weekly parish emails.  Check with staff for any 

issues. 

 

6. Parish Council Member Concerns 

 



 

 

7. Staff Concerns 

 

8. Next Meeting – November 10 at 6:00 PM in Room 2 

 

9. November Prayer – Terry Mathias 

 

10. Closing Prayer  -   John Priestley 

We give You thanks, O God the Father, for the grace and wisdom You have bestowed 

upon us throughout our gathering. Your Holy Spirit has been present, we believe, 

illuminating our minds and guiding our discussions to Your greater glory. We are 

profoundly grateful for the insights shared and the unity fostered in our pursuit of Your 

holy will. May the efforts of this assembly be pleasing in Your sight and contribute to the 

flourishing of Your Church. We acknowledge Your sovereignty over all our plans and 

resolutions, trusting in Your benevolent care. 

 

 

Attendance 

Terry Mathias, Molly Linehan Belcher, Dan McLaughlin, Jonathan Perry, Father Paul, Mary 

Odin, David Brown, Jamie Knox, John Priestley, Ryan Walter, Rachel Crane, David Lewia 

 

 


