SUNDAY GOSPEL &
BIBIE SHARIN Blessed X Sacrament

Wednesday Nov 5th for Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome

OPENING PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for Jesus. Thank You that Your only begotten Son took on
human flesh, was born and showed us the way to life everlasting. Thank You that by faith in Him, our body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit, and we have the indwelling Spirit of God living within our mortal frame. In Jesus'
name, AMEN.

¢ In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”

¢ Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your notice.
e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO John

John 2:13-22

Cleansing of the Temple.

13" Since the Passover: of the Jews was near,f Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

14" He found in the temple area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves,” as well as the money-changers seated
there.s

15 He made a whip out of cords and drove them all out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, and spilled
the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables,

16 and to those who sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and stop making my Father’s house a
marketplace.”®

17° His disciples recalled the words of scripture,! “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

18 At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”i

19 Jesus answered and said to them,” k “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”

20 The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,” and you will raise it up in three
days?”

21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body.

22 Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they came
to believe the scripture and the word Jesus had spoken.!

Notes

* [2:12—3:21] The next three episodes take place in Jerusalem. Only the first is paralleled in the synoptic
gospels.

* [2:12] This transitional verse may be a harmonization with the synoptic tradition in Lk 4:31 and Mt 4:13.
There are many textual variants. John depicts no extended ministry in Capernaum as do the synoptics.

* [2:13—22] This episode indicates the post-resurrectional replacement of the temple by the person of Jesus.

* [2:13] Passover: this is the first Passover mentioned in John; a second is mentioned in Jn 6:4; a third in Jn
13:1. Taken literally, they point to a ministry of at least two years.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002013-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002013-2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002013-f
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002014-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002014-2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002014-g
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002016-h
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002017-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002017-i
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002018-j
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002019-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002019-k
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002020-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2#51002022-l
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/2?12#51002012
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/3?21#51003021
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/2?12#51002012
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/4?31#50004031
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?13#48004013
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/2?13#51002013
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/2?22#51002022
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/2?13#51002013
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/6?4#51006004
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/13?1#51013001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/13?1#51013001

* [2:14—22] The other gospels place the cleansing of the temple in the last days of Jesus’ life (Matthew, on the
day Jesus entered Jerusalem; Mark, on the next day). The order of events in the gospel narratives is often
determined by theological motives rather than by chronological data.

* [2:14] Oxen, sheep, and doves: intended for sacrifice. The doves were the offerings of the poor (Lv
5:7). Money-changers: for a temple tax paid by every male Jew more than nineteen years of age, with a half-
shekel coin (Ex 30:11—16), in Syrian currency. See note on Mt 17:24.

* [2:17] Ps 69:10, changed to future tense to apply to Jesus.

* [2:19] This saying about the destruction of the temple occurs in various forms (Mt 24:2; 27:40; Mk

13:2; 15:20; Lk 21:6; cf. Acts 6:14). Mt 26:61 has: “I can destroy the temple of God...”; see note there. In Mk
14:58, there is a metaphorical contrast with a new temple: “I will destroy this temple made with hands and
within three days I will build another not made with hands.” Here it is symbolic of Jesus’ resurrection and the
resulting community (see Jn 2:21 and Rev 21:2). In three days: an Old Testament expression for a short,
indefinite period of time; cf. Hos 6:2.

* [2:20] Forty-six years: based on references in Josephus (Jewish Wars 1, 21, 1 #401; Antiquities 15, 11, 1
#380), possibly the spring of A.D. 28. Cf. note on Lk 3:1.

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING

e How does Jesus' action at the temple demonstrate His authority over the religious establishment?

e What lessons can we learn from the interactions between Jesus, the merchants, and the Jews in this pa
ssage?

Commentary

The passage in John 2:13-22 recounts a pivotal moment in Jesus’ ministry where He cleanses the Temple in
Jerusalem. This act of cleansing was not merely a physical cleaning but a symbolic gesture of restoring the
sanctity of a sacred space that had been desecrated by commerecial activities. Jesus’ deep concern for the purity
of the Temple reflects His reverence for places of worship and the importance of honoring God in all aspects of
life.

In the Temple, Jesus encountered merchants selling oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as money changers
conducting business. This scene of commercialization within the sacred walls troubled Jesus, leading Him to
drive out the sellers and overturn the tables. His words, “Do not make My Father’s house a house of
merchandise,” underscored His zeal for maintaining the holiness of the Temple and upholding its intended
purpose as a place of prayer and worship.

Furthermore, Jesus’ cryptic statement, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up,” foreshadowed
His own death and resurrection. This declaration pointed to the deeper truth that His body would become the
ultimate temple, embodying the presence of God among His people. It emphasized the spiritual significance of
His sacrifice and the transformative power of His resurrection.

The relevance of this passage extends to contemporary believers in various ways. It challenges us to consider
how we treat our places of worship, urging us to uphold their sanctity and prevent worldly distractions from
diluting their spiritual significance. Additionally, the metaphor of our bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit calls
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us to maintain personal integrity and live in a manner that honors God, avoiding actions that defile our
physical and spiritual selves.

Jesus’ actions in cleansing the Temple also highlight the righteous anger that can be directed towards injustices
that defile what is holy and just. His example teaches us that there is a place for righteous indignation in
defending the sacred and upholding moral principles. Just as Jesus zealously protected the sanctity of the
Temple, we are called to stand up for what is right and honorable in our own lives and communities.

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, Nov 5 6:30 — 8:00pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: Nov 5 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosEg23wHR0szXqNBSkCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98t
yKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXIL.zdzZFANNU1NajVpeEtKUohJQT09

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607
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