
 

 

 Wednesday Nov 12th for 33rd Sunday in Ordinary time 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  Gracious Lord, in a world that often tempts us to rush and react 

impulsively, We seek to embody the patience that You illustrate in Scripture. Lord, help us to 

remember that patience is not merely waiting, but an active trust in Your divine timing. Teach 

us to cultivate a spirit that waits earnestly for Your direction and purpose. We surrender our 

anxiety and our impatience, knowing that Your timing is perfect, even when we do not 

understand it. In Jesus Name we pray Amen 

 

• In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”   

• Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your notice. 

• A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a few minutes of 
silent reflection.  

 
READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE  
Luke 21: 5-19 

The Destruction of the Temple Foretold.b 

 
5* While some people were speaking about how the temple was adorned with costly stones and 

votive offerings, he said, 

6“All that you see here—the days will come when there will not be left a stone upon another 

stone that will not be thrown down.”c 

 

The Signs of the End. 

 
7d Then they asked him, “Teacher, when will this happen? And what sign will there be when all 

these things are about to happen?” 

8 He answered, “See that you not be deceived, for many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ 

and ‘The time has come.’* Do not follow them!e 

9 When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things must happen 

first, but it will not immediately be the end.” 

10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.f 

11 There will be powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from place to place; and awesome 

sights and mighty signs will come from the sky. 

The Coming Persecution. 

 
12g “Before all this happens,* however, they will seize and persecute you, they will hand you over 

to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because 

of my name.h 
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13 It will lead to your giving testimony. 

14 Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, 

15i for I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking* that all your adversaries will be powerless to 

resist or refute. 

16j You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will put 

some of you to death.k 

17 You will be hated by all because of my name, 

18 but not a hair on your head will be destroyed.l 

19 By your perseverance you will secure your lives.m 

 
 
Notes 

* [21:5–36] Jesus’ eschatological discourse in Luke is inspired by Mk 13 but Luke has made 

some significant alterations to the words of Jesus found there. Luke maintains, though in a 

modified form, the belief in the early expectation of the end of the age (see Lk 

21:27, 28, 31, 32, 36), but, by focusing attention throughout the gospel on the importance of the 

day-to-day following of Jesus and by reinterpreting the meaning of some of the signs of the end 

from Mk 13 he has come to terms with what seemed to the early Christian community to be a 

delay of the parousia. Mark, for example, described the desecration of the Jerusalem temple by 

the Romans (Mk 13:14) as the apocalyptic symbol (see Dn 9:27; 12:11) accompanying the end of 

the age and the coming of the Son of Man. Luke (Lk 21:20–24), however, removes the 

apocalyptic setting and separates the historical destruction of Jerusalem from the signs of the 

coming of the Son of Man by a period that he refers to as “the times of the Gentiles” (Lk 21:24). 

See also notes on Mt 24:1–36 and Mk 13:1–37. 

* [21:8] The time has come: in Luke, the proclamation of the imminent end of the age has itself 

become a false teaching. 

* [21:12] Before all this happens…: to Luke and his community, some of the signs of the end just 

described (Lk 21:10–11) still lie in the future. Now in dealing with the persecution of the 

disciples (Lk 21:12–19) and the destruction of Jerusalem (Lk 21:20–24) Luke is pointing to 

eschatological signs that have already been fulfilled. 

* [21:15] A wisdom in speaking: literally, “a mouth and wisdom.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS FOR SHARING 
 

1. What did Jesus prophecy about the temple in response to the disciples adoration of it?  
2. What questions did this prompt from his disciples?  
3. How were the disciples instructed by Jesus to respond to the coming events? 
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Commentary 

In Luke 21, no longer defusing the attacks of others, Jesus is alerting his followers to hardships 

ahead, beyond the time of his journey. The scene of Jesus’ prophetic discourse (21:5-36) is 

Herod’s magnificent temple, and the Jerusalem temple was revered as a sign of God’s presence, 

even as the dwelling place of God’s sheltering protection for Israel (see Luke 13:34-35). 

But as he approached the city, Jesus had declared that God’s “visitation” had come with his 

reign, and the very stones of the temple would testify against those who rejected him (19:41-44). 

Now Jesus again predicts all the stones will be thrown down (21:6), as one scene in the divine 

drama. 

Scholars love to unsnarl the web of prophetic oracles woven through these verses, tracking 

words and phrases from Jeremiah 4, 7, 14, and 21 along with Isaiah 19 and Ezekiel 14 and 38. 

Like the prophets before him, Jesus was not very original in what he said, but the question was 

how faithfully did these prophetic words and warnings of destruction speak to Jesus’ time? 

Here Luke depicts Jesus as differentiating his teaching from that of the false prophets, who also 

quoted the ancient words of God. While announcing the coming judgment, Jesus cautions 

against following prophets who claim to know God’s timetable, even invoking Jesus’ name. 

Bible students can compare the Luke 21 account of Jesus’ words with Mark 13, with its intensity 

of the coming “tribulation.”  Going back to Luke 17:22-37 will also remind the reader of how 

Jesus’ death was incorporated into the sequence of God’s timetable: “But first he must endure 

much suffering and be rejected by this generation” (17:25). Probably writing after the Romans 

have already destroyed Jerusalem, Luke’s longer account of Jesus’ whole discourse (21:5-36) 

assures his readers they were experiencing not “the end,” but the period of ‘tribulations” or 

“persecutions” through which believers will enter the kingdom (see Acts 14:22). 

Jesus is promising that he will give the “words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will 

be able to withstand or contradict.” Jesus’ earlier promise of the Holy Spirit’s wisdom in times of 

testimony (Luke 12:11-12) now becomes Jesus’ own promise. When he commissions them as 

“my witnesses” (Acts 1:8), he assures them of the power and presence of his Holy Spirit, and the 

stories in Acts will display the fulfillment of this promise of God’s “mouth and wisdom” (see Acts 

4:13-14; 16:6-7). Thus even the harsh prophecies of Luke 21 are filled with the confidence of 

Jesus’ enduring presence. 

 
IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK? 
 
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER -   The Lord’s Prayer 
 
  



 

 

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom 

Wednesday, Nov 12 6:30 – 8:00pm 

Weekly on Wednesday 
Zoom Meeting 

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting 
Time: Nov 12, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
         
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system. 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics
?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__ 
 
Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09 

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618 
Passcode: 280607  
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