Blessed Sacrament Parish MAY 9, 2025

Mrs. O 'Reilly received the news that one of her neighbors was seriously ill. She said to the
person who gave her the news, ‘Tell her that I'll remember her in my prayers, and that I hope she’ll
soon be feeling better. She prayed very sincerely and fervently for her neighbor. She said to God,
‘Lord, I want to commend my neighbor to you. She’s very seriously ill. She needs a lot of help, a lot of
support. 'When she finished her prayers, she felt better. And yet, something was bothering her.

She sat down to think about it. Then she fell into a dream-like state in which she heard God
saying to her, “I can see that you're very concerned about your neighbor.” “Yes, Lord, I really am,” she
replied with no little pride. “And I understand that your neighbor is in great need of help,” said God.
“So I've been told,” said Mrs. O'Reilly. “You know, what she most needs is someone to spend a little
time with her,” said the Lord. “You're absolutely right Lord. I was thinking the same myself,” Mrs.
O’Reilly answered.

“Now when you asked Me to help her, you weren’t expecting Me to come down from Heaven to
visit her, were you?” “No, Lord, I wouldn’t expect You to do that. Nor would my neighbor expect it
either. In fact, I think the shock of it might kill her.‘ 'But she does need someone to call on her?* 'She
does, Lord” “Whom can I send?” After a long pause, Mrs. O'Reilly said, Send me, Lord.” When Mrs.
O’Reilly woke up from her dream, she knew exactly what she had to do. Whoever wishes to come
after me must deny himself, take up his cross and follow Me.”

This parable is a reminder that we can make a difference in someone else’s life, by our
presence, food, encouragement, and a helping hand. This weekend we remember and pray for those
women who made a difference in our lives: mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, stepmothers,
mothers-in-law, adoptive mothers, foster mothers.

Blessed Sacrament Parish is blessed by a number of volunteers who bring Holy Communion to
people no longer able to come to church. They literally bring Jesus Christ to those they visit. Our
visitors help connect the sick and/or weak members to the parish. I am grateful for these folks for
what they do on behalf of Jesus and our parish.

Pray for them and thank them sometime. We can always use more visitors and will provide them with
training and help. Please contact the office, Missy Summey, or me if you want to learn more about
becoming a Pastoral Visitor.

Phone: Office (304) 744-5523  Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.
Email pjw424 @gmail.com

New News Now

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE on Friday May 9 from 9am til 2pm in the Parish Hall.

HYGIENE WEEKEND - We especially need donations of shampoo, conditioner, body wash,
women’s deodorant, and lotion.


mailto:pjw424@gmail.com

PANCAKES (and more) BREAKFAST this Sunday May 11 from 10:10 - 11:11am in the Parish Hall.
No charge; donations are welcome. Thank you Dismas Mens Group.

LUNCH BUNCH Thursday May 15 begins with Mass at noon. It’s a Pizza Party. Salads and desserts
are welcome, as well as volunteers to help clean up.

PRAYER/POEM Through Light and Shadow

through light and shadow
I am led, I follow,
through the ins and outs
the ups and downs
of these days,
when my heart is failing,
when my spirit rejoices,
when I can barely put one foot
in front of the other
still you beckon me on...
when I stumble you support me,
when I can go no further
you carry me,
through light and shadow,
in death's dark vale,
and on the mountain peaks
you lead me,
through tangled webs,
on rocky ground,
on smoother paths,
through light and shadow
you lead me,
I follow,
may I never
walk alone...
- author unknown

PRAYER for OUR NEW POPE
O God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,
look favorably on your servant Leo,
whom you have set at the head of your Church as her shepherd;
grant, we pray, that by word and example
he may be of service to those over whom he presides
so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care,
he may come to everlasting life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.



CARBONATED GRACE

On Mother’s Day, the family takes Mom out for lunch; if the kids are younger, it's to McDonalds,
which Mom says is fine. If the kids are teens, then it’s Applebee’s, while the kids wonder why they had
to go there instead of McDonald’s. If the kids are adults, then they all go to that nice restaurant by the
mall, which requires reservations, and Father pays for them all, while quietly wishing he could have
just bought McDonald’s.

« Happy Mother's Day, even though we all know the dog is your favorite.

 Today is all about you, Mom! Of course, tomorrow it'll be about me again, so enjoy it while you can.

» Happy Mother's Day to the woman who gave me life, taught me how to live it, and never let me
forget that I owe her big time.

» Happy Mother's Day to the woman who put up with my teenage mood swings!



