
     

 
 

May 25, 2025 
 

We, Blessed Sacrament Parish, are a Christ-Centered Community, 
Committed to Worship the Father, Committed to Respond to the Spirit’s Gifts, 

Committed to Loving Service to All God’s People. 

 
Mass Times & Intentions  

Day  Date  Time    Intention  

Saturday  05/24 5:00 pm  + Roxanne Boggess by Ro DeBias 

Sunday  05/25 9:00 am  + Sean Balcino by Father Paul 

    11:30 am   People of Our Parish 

Monday  05/26    

Tuesday  05/27    

Wednesday  05/28 Noon + Audrey Lehman by Our Parish 

Thursday  05/29 Noon + Special Intention by Sue Bowyer 

Friday 05/30 Noon + Tom Grishaber 

Saturday  05/31 5:00 pm  + Marietta Fenton by Mike Miller and Family 

Sunday  06/01 9:00 am  + Robert L Grishaber 

    11:30 am    People of Our Parish 

 

We Remember in Our Prayers   
Richard B, Barbara Baldy, Barbara Breese, Bo Burdette, Genevieve Chmellik, Mary Cole, Elizabeth Coleman, 
Matthew Crabtree, Juanita Diehl,  Joe Eisel, John Ellison, Bob Galloway, Mary Gargarella, Dante Geronilla, Joe 
Gregg, Jane Ann Grishaber, Brad Grishaber,  Bob & Kathleen Groom, Mary Lou Hammock, John & Arlene 
Hanna, Gary Hoskins, Rob Hrezo, Claire Johnson, Linda Lynch,  Louann Lynch-Kelley,  Alec Mansfield, Pam 
Miller, Keith Morgan, Missy Mowrer, Diane Roberts, Stan Rucker, Bradley Smith, Pat Walker, Crystal Wharton, 
Sandy Wheeler, Kevin Whelan, Urecki family  

 

The Church’s newest members, including: Amy Adkins, Charity Adkins, Harleigh Adkins, Hunter Adkins, 
Elizabeth Battle, Greg Bradford, Josiah Martin, George Shalhoub, and Adam Walton 

 

 

 
May She Rest in Peace 

Audrey Lehman, Kathy Lester's mother 

 



This Week at Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday, May 24 

• Men’s Bible Sharing- 9:00am in Room 5  

• Reconciliation – 4:00pm to 4:30pm in the Reconciliation Room 

  Canyen Carpenter will receive First Communion during the 5:00pm Mass 
 
Sunday, May 25 

• Coffee and Cookies between the Masses 
  

Jaime and Fabian Ayala will receive First Communion during the 11:30am Mass 
 

 
Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day - the office will be closed 

• OCIA Meeting - 6:00pm to 8:00pm in Room 5 
 

Tuesday, May 27 (The office will be closed today) 

• Finance Council – 6:00pm to 7:30pm by Zoom 
 
Wednesday, May 28 

• Bible Study – 10:00am to 11:30am in Room 5 

• Bible Sharing –6:30pm to 8:00pm in Room 5 

• Study Guide:  https://blessedsacramentwv.org/download/bible-share-05-28-25/?wpdmdl=2308&refresh=682e6094ee9f71747869844 

• Zoom Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09  
 
 
Thursday, May 29 

• Bells Rehearsal – 6:00pm in the worship area 

• Choir Rehearsal – 7:00pm in the worship space 
 
Friday, May 30 
 
 
Saturday, May 31 

• Men’s Bible Sharing- 9:00am in Room 5  

• Reconciliation – 4:00pm to 4:30pm in the Reconciliation Room 

 Valeria Ayala will receive First Communion during the 5:00pm Mass 
Sunday, June 01 

• Coffee and Cookies between the Masses 
 

 
 

 

 

Blessed Sacrament Parish 

Online Giving Portal 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/bspwv 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 

https://blessedsacramentwv.org/download/bible-share-05-28-25/?wpdmdl=2308&refresh=682e6094ee9f71747869844
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/bspwv


Baptism Congratulations 

Maura Cartmill, daughter of Morrigan and Ira Cartmill, celebrated the Sacrament 

of Holy Baptism on May 20.   

Welcome to the Holy Catholic Church Maura!   

The Blessed Sacrament community welcomes you! 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

There will be no Dismas meetings in June or July 
 
 

Kairos Prison Ministry gathering 
The local Kairos Prison Ministry chapter will have a food and fellowship gathering in the Blessed Sacrament 

parish hall Saturday, May 31 from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.  All are welcome to come learn more about this inter-
denominational Christian organization. For additional information, contact Deacon Tony at aoleary@dwc.org.  

 
Used and New Bibles Needed 

 
Do you have an extra Bible at home? We’re collecting both used and new Bibles to share with those in need. If 
you’re able to donate, please bring your Bible(s) to the collection box located in the gathering space. Donations 

will be accepted over the next two weeks. Thank you for helping us spread God’s Word! 
 

Drivers Needed – Help a Fellow Parishioner Get There 
 
Do you have a little extra time and a heart for helping others? We’re looking for volunteer drivers to assist fellow 
parishioners with transportation to Mass and, occasionally, to medical appointments.  This is a simple but 
meaningful way to serve, especially for those who may not have the means or ability to get where they need to go 
on their own. 
 
Volunteers must have a valid driver’s license and current car insurance. If you’re not yet Virtus-certified, don’t 
worry — it’s a straightforward process, and we’re happy to help guide you through it.  If you feel called to lend a 
hand (and a ride), please reach out to David Brown at 304-444-4058 or davarr@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you for helping us care for one another in community and compassion 

Health Equipment Available for Anyone in Need 

We are blessed to be part of a caring and compassionate church family that looks out for one another in every 
season of life. The following items can make a significant difference in day-to-day comfort and safety. If you or 
someone in your care could benefit from any of these items, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

• Two bedside commode/toilet chairs 
• Three 3-wheeled/seated walkers 
• One shower chair 
• One bedside safety rail 

Contact: Karen Ruddle 
Karen is graciously overseeing the distribution of these resources for two weeks only.  
You can call her directly: 304-881-6265 

mailto:aoleary@dwc.org


 

Save the Date 
 June 21 

To celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi, we will have dinner together after the 5:00pm Mass in our parish hall. 
 
June 8 

Blessed Sacrament will be presenting the movie "Conclave" in the Parish Hall on Sunday, June 8, at 
2:00 PM. You are welcome to invite friends and family.  More information will be provided next week. 
 

Sunday, July 20 to Thursday, July 24, 2025! 
 
Blessed Sacrament’s Vacation Bible Experience 
Look for sign-ups this June! 
 

 
 
Volunteer Corner – Lend a Hand, Make a Difference 
 

Looking for a way to get involved and make our church a more welcoming and beautiful place? We have several 
hands-on projects that need a little love — and maybe a little elbow grease! 
 

Here are a few ways you can help: 
• Pressure wash the rectory deck (We can supply the pressure washer) 
• Replace a damaged board on the deck 
• Paint the deck (We’ll provide the paint, brushes, drop cloths, and supplies) 
• Assemble raised garden beds – a great opportunity for anyone who enjoys working outdoors 
• Update the outdoor marquis board with Mass times and feast day messages  

(This can be a fun and meaningful activity to do with a child!) 
 

Whether you’re handy with tools, enjoy working outside, or just want to serve in a practical way, there’s a place for 
you to help. 
 

If you're interested in tackling one of these tasks or want to learn more, please contact the parish office: 304-744-
5523 and BSCCWV@gmail.com. Let’s work together to keep our church a place of beauty, warmth, and welcome! 

 
 

Update 
Roof and Solar Project 

Total Cost: $194,579 
 

replace the roof over our worship area 
install a second array of solar panels 

Financing: 
$114,405 - donations received from our parishioners (thank you!) 
     6,300 - pledges made by our parishioners, but not yet received 

     $120,805 
         50,000 - matching grant funds from our diocese  

(We HAVE received approval of our grant application yea!!.) 
        23,874 - funds set aside for capital improvement projects last year 
     $194,579 
Thank you for continuing to support repairs and improvements to our Blessed Sacrament campus! 

  

 

mailto:BSCCWV@gmail.com


BookMark 
 
Volume 4, Number 5 
 
Welcome to the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church Library! We exist to serve you, our 
Parish Patrons.  The Library is open for business in Room 6! 
 
Recently added titles: 

• Hypotheses About Mary by Vittorio Messori & Aurelio Porfiri 

• Is This All There Is? by Gerhard Lohfink 

• To Know Christ Jesus by Frank Sheed 

• Transmitting the Faith by Antonio Salzano & Andrea Acutis 
 
The theme for May is Mary, and Christian Women: 

• Defiant Daughters by Mary Heidish 

• The Gospel According to Mary by Miriam Winter 

• Holy Simplicity by Joel Schorn 

• Mary at the Crossroads of History by Rev. Francis Hoffman, S.C.D. 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
MANNA MEAL/KROGER 

PICK UP SCHEDULE 
 

MAY 
May 27  Dennis Thornburg  
May 28  Don Becher 
 
JUNE 

 June 3   Edd McDevitt 
 June 4   Kelley Endres  

 June 10  Matt Leary 
 June 11  Anne Davis 
 June 17  Dennis Thornburg 
 June 18  Kelley Endres 
 June 24   Matt Leary 
 June 25  Anne Davis 

 



SAINT OF THE WEEK :  Saint Rita    May 22 
 
In 1381, Antonio and Amata Mancini, both late in life after years of waiting and praying, had a 
daughter. She grew to be an attractive young lady, popular with the prominent young men of the city. 
To her elderly parents’ surprise, she stated that she wanted to be a nun. This they could not allow and, 
through mild and sometimes forceful persuasion, prevailed upon her to marry at the age of eighteen. 
Her husband was kind and friendly outside the home; inside he ridiculed and even beat her. For 

eighteen years she prayed for his conversion. Finally, he came and asked her for forgiveness, went to church, knelt 

before the priest in confession, and asked God ’s forgiveness. The happiness of his wife was short lived, however; a 
few months later he was found on a lonely road stabbed to death.  
 

Even greater tragedy fell upon the young widow as she heard her sons swear to avenge their father’s death. She 
prayed to God to take her sons rather than allow them to be murderers. The winter was intense. The two sons, 

looking for their father’s murderer, became ill, and were brought back home. A priest was called, and they died soon 
after. Many months later, the widow applied to the monastery.  
 
At least three times her petition was not accepted because she was too old. Finally, she returned to the monastery 
late at night after all the doors had been locked, and she opened them without a key. She came into the chapel and 
stood before Mother Superior and the rest of the community and asked to be admitted. They took this as a sign 
from God and admitted her. For 44 years she lived a life of poverty, chastity, and obedience in the monastery. On 
her forehead a thorn appeared – just like the one on the crown of thorns of our Lord. She accepted the intense pain 
as penance for her sins. 

She prayed: “O loving Jesus, increase my patience accordingly as my sufferings increase.” The wound lasted the rest 
of her life. She died on May 22, 1457, at the age of 76.  Through the years, people have turned to her when all else 

seemed to fail. For this reason, she is affectionately knowns as “The Patroness of Hopeless Cases.” Saint Rita is a 
Patron Saint of impossible causes, sterility, abuse victims, loneliness, marriage difficulties, parenthood, widows, the 
sick, and bodily ills and wounds.  
source:  https://www.saintritaofcascia.org/about/ 
 

 

Spiritual Icebreakers and Soup Starters  148 
Icebreakers give us something to talk about. Soup starters make for a good beginning.  Here is some spiritual kindling to use, think about, and pray 

with this week. 

 

MYSTIC MORSELS  
Some of us believe that God is all-powerful and may do everything;  
and that is all wise and can do everything;  
but as for believing he is all love and will do everything, there we hold back.  

In my view nothing hinders God’s lovers more than the failure to understand this. 
–Saint Julian of Norwich (1342-1416) 
 
The accidents of life separate us from our dearest friends, but let us not despair.  
God is like a looking glass in which souls see each other. The more we are  
united to Him by love, the nearer we are to those who belong to Him.  
–Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821) 
 
All that is thought need not be said, all that is said need not be written, 
all that is written need not be published—all that is published need not be read. 
— Rabbi Menahem Mendl (1787-1859) 

https://www.saintritaofcascia.org/about/


PRAYER  

God of Goodness, I come into your presence  
so aware of my human frailty and  
yet overwhelmed by your love for me.  
I thank you that there is no human experience that  
I might walk through where your love cannot reach me.  
If I climb the highest mountain you are there and yet  
if I find myself in the darkest valley of my life, you are there.  
Teach me today to love you more and more 
and to love one another as Jesus loves us. 
Help me to rest in that love that asks nothing more  
than the simple trusting heart of a child. 
— Author Unknown 
 

POEM 
 

Love alone is the only thing that can satisfy us.  
Nothing else can. And you know that.  
Love always rewards the one who loves,  
but I will admit that sometimes  
Love seems to come all too slowly,  

at its own snail ’s pace.  

You can’t hurry it, though, so don’t ever  
let yourself give up on God and His love.  
Remember that Love may come slowly,  
but you can be sure Love will  
always arrive right on time.  
So wait on Love. And God be with you.  
— Hadewijch (c.1150-1200) 
 

 

 

31 Club this week 31 Club members commit to praying for vocations one day each month. 
 

Sun  05/25 Elaine King  / Todd Witsberger /  Tina McCready / Melissa Coleman 

Mon  05/26 Kelley Endres / John Wharton 

Tue  05/27 Fr.  John Finnell / Joan Wilson 

Wed 05/28 Bernie Mabe /  Smithberger Family / Edd McDevitt 

Thu  05/29 Irene Galloway /  Therese Cox 

Fri  05/30 Jim Scharf  / Jack Dever   

Sat  05/31 Carla Stricker 

Upcoming Seminarian Birthdays.  
Birthday cards keep us connected - cards are a small gesture that make someone feel thought of in a way that email does red. 
Please consider sending a card to: 
 

June 5th 
Reece Lopatka – (Summer Assignment) 
Camp Carlo, 225 Catholic Conference Center, Huttonsville, WV 26273 



Liturgical Ministries – May 24 & 25  

 
5:00pm 9:00 am 11:30 am 

Lectors C Stricker P Counsil F Maramba 

Altar Servers C & V Stricker E & N Simonton C Counsil 

Principal T Witsberger R Plutro M Summey 

Eucharistic Ministers 
M P Peck 
 N Zellers 

A Bradley 
 O Duarte 

C Frye 
J Midkiff 

Communion 
to the Sick 

 
S Bowyer 
A Bradley 

 J Lilly 
 

Greeters/Ushers 
J Haas  

J Tridico 
W Miller  

S Manahan 
S Nason 
 A Sites 

 

 

Liturgical Ministries – May 31 & June 01 

 
5:00pm 9:00 am 11:30 am 

Lectors R Brennan D Becher S Churchill 

Altar Servers 
J Borman  
W Stella 

G & M Ferrell J Crane 

Principal V Stricker M Burgess J Knox 

Eucharistic Ministers 
B Frame  
R DeBias 

B Sherrard 
 P Musilli 

R Brennan 
 J Priestley 

Communion 
to the Sick 

 
M Burgess 
 L Hayes 

 B Sherrard 
 

Greeters/Ushers 
J Haas 

 B Schissler 
K & R Plutro 

M B Abbott 
 A Sites 

 

 
 
 
 

Plein Air (Outdoor) Art Classes Now Available! * 
 
Discover the joy of painting with Plein Air Watercolor Classes, led by Kathy Pojman, a former teacher and youth leader. 
 
Details: 

      Watercolors – All Skill Levels Welcome 

       Held Outdoors – Plein Air Style 

   Free Will Donation (to cover supplies and travel costs) 
 
To register or learn more, contact Kathy Pojman at (785) 408-6467. 
Bring your creativity, and let nature be your inspiration! 
 

*This is not a “Blessed Sacrament activity.” You can set the time and place, just give Kathy a call. 



Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church  

305 E St  

South Charleston, WV 25303  

www.blessedsacramentwv.org  

Phone: (304) 744-5523  

E-mail: BSCCWV@gmail.com  

Our parish office is open Monday and Wednesday-Friday from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The South entrance doors are 
unlocked during office hours.  

The North entrance doors are unlocked on days that there is a Mass.  

 

Second Collections - cash, envelopes, or checks made out to Blessed Sacrament  

may be placed in a marked box in the Gathering Space. 

 

    

 

Online Giving Portal 

 

 

Give Trees Online To support Blessed Sacrament (all 

funds raised will go to our Garden Project), click here:  

https://blessedsacramentwv.givetrees.online/cause/give-a-

tree/       

or click on the QR code: 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Wharton   
E-mail: pjw424@gmail.com  
Cell Phone: 304-433-7472  

(For emergencies only after 8:00pm)  
  

Deacons 
Deacon Tony O’Leary - cell:  304-395-6208 / 

 email: aoleary@dwc.org 
 

 Deacon Tommy Ross – cell:  304-590-5003 /  
email: tross@dwc.org  

Office Manager:  
Natalie Zellers  
304-744-5523 

Office E-mail:  
BSCCWV@gmail.com   

Director of Religious Education  
Mike Granata  

E-mail: mikegranata3@gmail.com  
Phone: 304-561-8063  

Acting Director: Theresa O’Leary 
mtoleary93@gmail.com 

Music & Youth Director:  
Mary Odin  

E-mail: wmodin@frontier.com  
Phone: 304-767-9479    

 
Parish Therapy Cat  

Walter  
Email:  WalterCatechist@gmail.com   

Blessed Sacrament Parish Pastoral Council:   

Terry Mathias, facilitator, Chip Counsil, Rick Brennan, David Lewia, Molly Linehan-Belcher,  
Dan McLaughlin, Jonathan Perry, Katie Smithberger, Charlie Wilson  

 

 St. Paul Catholic Radio - WLUX-AM 1450 Charleston/Dunbar  

   
How to Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children  
  
The Diocese encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 

abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 

civil authorities, you may also report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel or volunteers of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, by 

contacting one of the Bishop’s designees 1311 Byron St., PO Box 230, Wheeling, WV 26003 Fax: 304.233.4086 Phone 304.230.1504 at 888.434.6237 or 

304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 

304.230.1504. You may also visit www.dwc.org, under “Accountability” for additional reporting mechanisms.” 

http://www.blessedsacramentwv.org/
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/bspwv
https://blessedsacramentwv.givetrees.online/cause/give-a-tree/
https://blessedsacramentwv.givetrees.online/cause/give-a-tree/
mailto:aoleary@dwc.org
mailto:tross@dwc.org
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/bspwv

