Blessed Sacrament Parish MAY 2, 2025

Last Fall Bishop Mark Brennan directed each parish within the diocese to
participate in a program to help us realize that every Catholic - every Christian - is called
for more. The process began with the disciple maker index survey which seeks a better
understanding about where we are, and where we would like to be over the next few
years. There were a lot of questions asked, answers given, and a huge amount of
information that will take time to digest.

Thank you so very much for the great many people who completed a survey
online or on paper. The percentage of surveys was extraordinary when measured
against weekly Mass attendance. The response was three or four times greater than
other parishes our size. What this tells us is there is a great sense of ownership and
participation at Blessed Sacrament Parish. The survey designers stressed that the results
be released not all at once, but with some context provided.

Here are some demographic details released about those completing surveys:
We are
+ overwhelmingly Caucasian (95%)
» married (72%), widowed (12%), divorced (9%), and single (7%)
* 56 or more years old (76%)
« settled down and stable: (85% six or more years in the parish)
There are no surprises here. Yet this is important to keep in mind.

Like most of West Virginia, Blessed Sacrament Parish is getting older and having
fewer children. We have more funerals every year than children being baptized. This
means survival and growth require more and more parishioners be encouraged and
equipped to evangelize by reaching out to lapsed Catholics and the many West
Virginians all around us. At this year’s Easter Vigil we welcomed nine new members.
This is very positive.

Bishop Mark Brennan wants to help parishes develop a plan to share the Gospel
and the Catholic Faith throughout West Virginia. This is the purpose of this process we
are undertaking.

The Steering Committee consists of Jackie Lilly, Terry Matthias, Carla Stricker,
Mary Odin, Theresa O’Leary, Deacon Tony O’Leary, Molly Linehan-Belcher, Deacon
Tommy Ross, Father Paul Wharton, and Natalie Zellers.
Father Paul

CALLED FOR MORE )




Phone: Office (304) 744-5523  Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.

Email pjw424 @gmail.com

Parish website https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org

Faith in West Virginia https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/

This Sunday’s Readings https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050425.cfm
NOTEWORTHY NEWS

A FOOD-DRIVE is underway for the Good Shepherd Food Pantry in Coalburg and
ends this Sunday. Suggested items can be found in the bulletin. Donations of food or
money need delivered by Sunday.

The Dismas Club is sponsoring a PANCAKE (and more) BREAKFAST on Sunday,
May 11 from 10:10 to 11:15 AM. We honor our mothers as well as high students soon to
graduate. Seniors must sign up by May 2 so we can create a program. There will be no
Faith Formation classes so families can eat together. No charge: donations are welcome.

There are some HELP NEEDED projects. Look for the Volunteer Corner on the
bulletin board beside the ramp into the Gathering Space.

POEM Beginners

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach,

but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.

Jesus said to them, Children, you have no fish, have you?”
—John 21. 4-5

After the bewildering overload
of horror and miracle,
the cross, the risen Jesus,

what could we do but return
to something safe—the sane,
the familiar, the predictable?

We went fishing. Something
we knew, what we were good at,
wise elders of the trade.

The reassuring rhythm of the boat,
the conversation of wood knocking on wood,
the friendly murmuring of the water,

the patient interval
as we circle the boat around the net,
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then the satisfying pull—

but we could tell right away,
the disappointing ease
of hauling in empty nets.

Nothing. All night, through
the darkness of our certainty,
our confident expertise—nothing.

Near dawn a stranger called
from the shore, “Hey kids,
you got nothing, huh?”

Kids. Like we didn’t know
what we were doing.
Like we were beginners.

He told us where there were fish,
and he was right, and we were
caught up in a new net again,

still learning, at the feet of one
who said to enter the world of God
as children, that masters of resurrection

are always beginning again.

Steve Garnaas-Holmes www.unfoldinglight.net

CARBONATED GRACE ***

The Pope goes on a tour of America. He's met at the airport. After getting all of Pope
John Paul's luggage loaded into a limo, the driver notices that the Pope is still standing
on the curb. "Excuse me, Your Holiness," says the driver, "Would you please take your
seat so we can leave?" "Well, to tell you the truth," says the Pope, "they never let me
drive at the Vatican, and I'd really like to drive today." "I'm sorry but I cannot let you do
that. I'd lose my job! And what if something should happen?" protests the driver,
wishing he'd never gone to

work that morning.

"There might be something extra in it for you," says the Pope. Reluctantly, the driver
gets in the back as the Pope climbs in behind the wheel. The driver quickly regrets his
decision when, after exiting the airport, the Pontiff floors it, accelerating the limo to 105
mph. “Please slow down, Your Holiness!!!" pleads the worried driver, but the Pope
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keeps the pedal to the metal until they hear sirens. "Oh, dear God, I'm gonna lose my
license," moans the driver. The Pope pulls over and rolls down the window as the cop
approaches, but the cop takes one look at him, goes back to his motorcycle, and gets on
the radio. "I need to talk to the Chief," he says to the dispatcher.

The Chief gets on the radio and the cop tells him that he's stopped a limo going a
hundred and five. "So bust him," says the Chief. "I don't think we want to do that, he's
really important," said the cop. The Chief exclaimed," All the more reason!" "No, I mean
really important,” said the cop. The Chief then asked, "Who ya got there, the Mayor?"
Cop: "Bigger." Chief: "Governor?" Cop: "Bigger." "Well," said the Chief, "Who is it?"
Cop: "I think it's God!" Chief: "What makes you think it's God?" Cop: "He's got the Pope
as a chauffeur!!"

*¥*¥% Ann Lamott calls laughter carbonated grace.



