
 

 

Blessed Sacrament Parish MAY 16, 2025
 
 
 Pope Leo XIV was not thought to be a serious candidate to become the new Pope. 
After all he was born and grew up in the United States.  It was thought no American 
would be elected Pope because the USA is a superpower.  But God’s ways are not our 
ways; the Wisdom of God is different from worldly wisdom and desires.  My guess is 
that he was reluctant to become the new Pope because he is humble and down-to-earth.   
 
 Pope Leo was said to be the least American of all the American Cardinals. He was 
a missionary who spent many years in Peru, eventually becoming a citizen there in 
addition to his American one.  He became a priest in the Order of Saint Augustine.  We 
can be sure to be learning more about this man and consider his words and examples.   
I thought I would say a few words about Saint Augustine who had a profound impact on 
Robert Prevost.  
 
 Saint Augustine was one of three children who was known to live a loose and lazy 
life early on.  It was through the prayers, fasting and alms giving of his mother, St. 
Monica, that he was eventually converted to Christianity, and baptized.  In the summer 
of 386, in reading the life of St. Anthony of the Desert, he was greatly inspired.  He went 
through a profound crisis leading him to convert to the Catholic Faith, abandoned his 
career of teaching in Milan, gave up his idea of marriage, and devoted himself entirely to 
serving God and to the practices of priesthood, including celibacy.  According to 
Augustine, his conversion was prompted by a “childlike voice” he heard telling him in a 
singsong voice, “take up and read” the Bible.   
 
 Augustine sold his patrimony and gave the money to the poor.  The only thing he 
kept was the family house, which he converted into a monastic foundation for himself 
and a group of friends.  In 391, he was ordained a priest in Hippo Regius, now 
Algeria.  He became a famous preacher; more than 350 of his sermons preserved to 
date.   
 
 Sometimes the life “we” choose for ourselves, is not always the life that God 
chooses for us.  The life of St. Augustine is a great example of that.  He spent his youth in 
a carefree style and paid little attention to God or Christianity.  It was through his 
studies, and the constant prayers of his mother, St. Monica, that he had a profound 
conversion.  He went on to be baptized, ordained a Priest, and elected Bishop of 
Hippo.  He spent his life serving God, building up the Church, and converting the people 
in his care.  What more can one do, but to search for God in many areas, finding Him, 
and then dedicating one’s life to serve Him?  St. Augustine’s life and example lays that 
out, and how to overcome the struggles that we still face today.  One would be wise to 
study his life, follow his example, and then call upon him when we need assistance.   
 
SOURCE https://connection.newmanministry.com/saint/saint-augustine/ 
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 Saint Augustine is the most influential Christian thinker in the first 1200 years of 
the Church.  Some consider his Confessions to be the first autobiography. Augustine was 
a priest, bishop, theologian and philosopher who is now Saint and Doctor of the Church. 
He went from being a decadent sinner to a devout Saint.  He is perhaps the most 
quotable and quoted of all saints.  How true are these simple words of his: There is no 
saint without a past, no sinner without a future. 
 
PRAYER 
 
Late have I loved you,  
O Beauty so ancient and so new,  
late have I loved you!   
You were within me, but I was outside,  
and it was there that I searched for you.   
In my unloveliness I plunged into the lovely things which you created.   
You were with me, but I was not with you.   
Created things kept me from you;  
yet if they had not been in you they would not have been at all.   
You called, you shouted, and you broke through my deafness.   
You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my blindness.   
You breathed your fragrance on me;  
I drew in breath and now I pant for you.   
I have tasted you, now I hunger and thirst for more.   
You touched me, and I burned for your peace. 
— Saint Augustine (354-430) 
 
MYSTIC MORSEL 
 
Remember this. When people choose to withdraw far from a fire, the fire continues to 
give warmth, but they grow cold. When people choose to withdraw far from light, the 
light continues to be bright in itself but they are in darkness. This is also the case when 
people withdraw from God. 
--Saint Augustine  (354-430) 
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CARBONATED GRACE 
 
 A guy is visiting his Italian barber and says, Just to let you know, I won't be in for a 
while. The wife and I are taking a trip to Italy.” Great!” says the barber. Which airline 
are you taking? The guy says, Alitalia.” The barber scoffs, Alitalia? That's a terrible 
airline. You should have booked Swissair. Where in Italy are you going?” Rome.” 
Florence is much nicer. You should have gone there. Where in Rome are you staying?” 

The guy says, The Metropole. The barber says, The Metropole? Overpriced and 
shabby. You should have made reservations at the Palazzo. Much better hotel. Anything 
special planned?” Actually, the wife and I are hoping to have an audience with the 
Pope.”  “The barber laughs and says, As if that could ever happen.” 

So the guy leaves and a few months later he's back for another haircut. How was your 
trip?” asks the barber. Oh, just wonderful. We had a great time.” And how about those 
things we talked about?” The guy says, You know, you couldn't have been more wrong 
on every single subject. Alitalia is a great airline. I'd fly them again in a second. Rome is 
the most beautiful city on earth. I can't wait to go back. And the Metropole is a 
wonderful hotel. They treated us like royalty.” 

The barber says, And what about your audience with Pope John Paul II?” The guy says, 
Funny you should mention that. The wife and I were in the Sistine Chapel when a 

secret door opened and a priest beckoned to us. We followed him down a long corridor 
to a private chapel where the Pope was waiting for us. After we'd talked for a while I 
asked the Pope why he'd chosen us for a private audience. He said, I've been Pope for 
more than 25 years now. Every day I bless the crowds in St. Peter's Square. I see 
thousands of men and women every day, for years and years, you do the math. And out 
of all those people, across all those years… you have the worst haircut I've ever seen in 
my life!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


