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Wednesday May 14 for the 5th Sunday of Easter

OPENING PRAYER: Jesus, during this Easter season we celebrate the
new life you gained from your death and Resurrection. Help us to open our

hearts more and more to your gift of new life. Bless our sharing of your
Holy Word. Amen.

e In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”
e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your
notice.

e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a
few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
John 13:31-33a. 34-35

The New Commandment.

312 When he had left, Jesus said,z “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and
God is glorified in him.

32 [If God is glorified in him,] God will also glorify him in himself, and he
will glorify him at once.r

33 My children, I will be with you only a little while longer. You will look for
me, and as I told the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’” so now I say it to
you.s

34 I give you a new commandment:* love one another. As I have loved you,
so you also should love one another.t

35 This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/13?31
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/13#51013031-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/13#51013031-2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/13#51013032-r
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/13#51013033-s
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/13#51013034-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/13#51013034-t

Notes

* [13:31—17:26] Two farewell discourses and a prayer. These seem to be
Johannine compositions, including sayings of Jesus at the Last Supper and
on other occasions, modeled on similar farewell discourses in Greek
literature and the Old Testament (of Moses, Joshua, David).

* [13:31—38] Introduction: departure and return. Terms of coming and
going predominate. These verses form an introduction to the last discourse
of Jesus, which extends through Jn 14—17. In it John has collected Jesus’
words to his own (Jn 13:1). There are indications that several speeches have
been fused together, e.g., in Jn 14:31 and Jn 17:1.

* [13:34] I give you a new commandment: this puts Jesus on a par with
Yahweh. The commandment itself is not new; cf. Lv 19:18 and the note
there.

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING

1 List five concrete ways you can obey the new commandments to love
others. At the end of the week, look at the list and see how you did.

2. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we disciples of Jesus need
to heed and act on.

Commentary

Judas’ departure sets the scene for Jesus’ last discourse and glorification.
The die is cast; there is no going back now. Jesus’ hour has come. The
events of salvation are about to start. Jesus begins by speaking about his
“glorification,” i.e., his passion, death and Resurrection. Jesus says, “The
Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him.” The Son of Man is
glorified both in his willingness to obey God even unto death and in the fact
that God will glorify him by making his sacrifice effective for the salvation
of all. By pouring out his life for us, Jesus not only saves us, but also gives
us a perfect example of what love is. Jesus speaks to his disciples about a
new commandment—to love one another. What is new 11 about Jesus’
commandment is that it calls his followers to show the same self-sacrificing
love that he has shown them. The mark of a true disciple is his willingness


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/13?31#51013031
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/17?26#51017026
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/13?31#51013031
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/13?38#51013038
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/14?#51014000
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/17?#51017000
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/13?1#51013001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/14?31#51014031
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/17?1#51017001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/13?34#51013034
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lv/19?18#03019018

to lay down his life for the Gospel. This new commandment of love is at
work in the hearts of Paul and Barnabas for their willingness to be
persecuted for the sake of the Gospel. It is at work in the heart of the
beloved disciple, John, and the community he is writing to in the Book of
Revelation. It was at work in the hearts of people down through the ages
when they laid down their lives to preach the Gospel in hostile
environments and to serve the poor. It is at work in many faith
communities today who live in places very hostile to Christianity.

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, May 14 6:30 — 7:30pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: May 14, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.

Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosE923wHR0szXq
NBSkCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Go0j4d-
jwpiFd] oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFANNU1NajV
peEtKUohJQTo9

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09




