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Wednesday July 30 for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER: Loving and caring God, all riches come from your
generous hands. You give them to us so that we can enjoy the good things of
this world and generously share them with those who are less fortunate.
May we now generously share ourselves with each other as we break open
your Word in our midst. This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.

e In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”
e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your
notice.

e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a
few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 12:13-21

Saying Against Greed.

13* Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to share
the inheritance with me.”

14 He replied to him, “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and
arbitrator?”h

15 Then he said to the crowd, “Take care to guard against all greed, for
though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.™

Parable of the Rich Fool.
16 Then he told them a parable. “There was a rich man whose land

produced a bountiful harvest.
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17 He asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have space to store my
harvest?’

18 And he said, ‘This is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and
build larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and other goods

191 and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, you have so many good things
stored up for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’k

20 But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your life will be demanded of
you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’

21 Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not
rich in what matters to God.”™

Notes

* [12:10—12] The sayings about the holy Spirit are set in the context of
fearlessness in the face of persecution (Lk 12:2—9; cf. Mt 12:31—32). The
holy Spirit will be presented in Luke’s second volume, the Acts of the
Apostles, as the power responsible for the guidance of the Christian mission
and the source of courage in the face of persecution.

* [12:13—34] Luke has joined together sayings contrasting those whose
focus and trust in life is on material possessions, symbolized here by the
rich fool of the parable (Lk 12:16—21), with those who recognize their
complete dependence on God (Lk 12:21), those whose radical detachment
from material possessions symbolizes their heavenly treasure (Lk 12:33—

34).

* [12:21] Rich in what matters to God: literally, “rich for God.”

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING

1. How hard is it for you to live in this world while “keeping your eyes fixed
on what is above”?

2. In your opinion, what percentage of the parish budget should be set aside
to serve the needs of the poor? How does the poor factor into your budget?
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3. Have you a Will and updated it in recent years to accommodate whatever
changes have occurred in your circumstances? Have you considered your
church and the poor to be included?

Commentary

This Gospel reading is a part of a larger section which deals with the
potential dangers of material riches for disciples of Jesus. Someone asks
Jesus to be the arbiter between him and his brother. Jesus refuses to
comment but uses the situation to give a strong warning about the danger
of spending one’s life amassing material possessions. Jesus, a wisdom
teacher, seeks to show the foolishness of using one’s energies to be rich in
the eyes of people rather than to be rich in the eyes of God. The rich man is
also foolish because he fails to place his trust in God. Jesus wants his
disciples to be wary of the seductive nature of material wealth which can

alienate us from God, and to seek spiritual wealth which guarantees eternal
life.

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, July 30 6:30 — 7:30pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: July 30, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.

Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosE923wHRo0szXq
NBSkCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-
jwpiFdj oPzwjNMS9oAeDvnGMBxOZFTRY



https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
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Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFANNU1NajV
peEtKUohJQTo9

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607
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