
 

 

 The Statue of Liberty is a beloved national icon. Most Americans are aware the 
bronze sculpture was a gift from the people of France, but not everyone knows there was 
a cost to the American people in receiving it. That’s because France’s gift was the statue 
alone, not the pedestal. To properly display the colossal monument, Americans had to 
make sure there was a place for Lady Liberty to stand. 

 Neither the federal government nor the State of New York was prepared to foot 
the bill for this hulking stone structure, so philanthropists and captains of industry 
united to conduct a nationwide fundraising campaign. It wasn’t easy. America was still 
recovering from the Panic of 1873 that had plunged the nation into a depression.  

 The person who saved the day was newspaper publisher Joseph Pulitzer of the 
New York World (the man for whom the Pulitzer Prizes are named). Pulitzer pursued 
what was then a novel approach: an appeal for small gifts. Turning to his paper’s 
massive readership, he promised to publish the name of each and every contributor, no 
matter how small the gift. What’s more, he printed many of the letters he received from 
donors, telling stories of their sacrifice. 

 Enthusiasm began to build. The money poured in. Eventually, Lady Liberty had 
her pedestal, on which she has proudly stood since the statue was dedicated in 1886. So 
many things worth doing require proper support. What’s true of the Statue of 
Liberty is even more true of our lives, families, parish, country, and world. I hope you 
have a blessed and safe holiday weekend.    

  Fr. Paul 
____________________________________________________________ 

Phone: Office (304) 744-5523       Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.          
Email     pjw424@gmail.com 
Parish website    https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org 
Faith in West Virginia   https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/  
This Sunday’s Readings   https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062925-Mass.cfm 
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Noteworthy News 

 
Biju Devasya will make a MISSIONARY APPEAL on behalf of his diocese in India 
next weekend. See the bulletin for more information. A special collection will be taken. 
Please be sure to make the checks out to Blessed Sacrament Parish & write “Missionary” 
on the memo line.  Place cash gifts inside an envelope marked “Missionary.” 
 
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is the process by which adults, whether 
unbaptized or baptized in another Christian tradition can become members of the 
Catholic Church. The OCIA provides a forum for shared spiritual growth and means to 
explore the Catholic Christian tradition through the scripture, sacraments, church 
teaching, and social outreach, all in the midst of the Catholic faith community. Two 
informal meetings will be on Sundays July 20 & August 10 beginning at 10:15am in 
room 5.   Please bring yourself and a friend who may be open or interested.   
        
Later this month - July 20-24 - Blesses Sacrament will be having a VACATION BIBLE 
EXPERIENCE for children and adults.  Please sign up to come or volunteer to help any 
or all of the five days.   
 
PRAYER  
 
Grant us peace, Your most precious gift,   
O Eternal Source of peace.   
And give us the will to proclaim its message   
 to all the peoples of the earth.   
Bless our country as a safeguard of peace,   
 its advocate among the nations.   
May contentment reign within our borders,   
health and happiness within our homes.   
Strengthen the bonds of friendship and fellowship   
among all the inhabitants of every land.   
Plant virtue in every soul, and may the love of Your Name  
hallow every home and every heart.   
Praised are You, Eternal One, who blesses our people with peace.  
— Mishkan T’Filat: Shabbat-A Reform Siddur 
 
A BLESSING for YOU 
 
May you recognize in your life,  
the presence, power and light of your soul. 
May you realize that you are never alone, 
That your soul in its brightness and belonging 
connects you intimately with the rhythm of the universe. 
May you have respect for your own individuality and difference. 
May you realize that the shape of your soul is unique, 
that you have a special destiny here, 



 

 

That behind the facade of your life 
there is something beautiful, good, and eternal happening. 
May you learn to see yourself with the same delight, pride, 
and expectation with which God sees you in every moment. 
— John O’Donohue from Anam Cara. 
 
MYSTIC MORSELS  
 
Freedom consists not in doing what we like,  
but in having the right to do what we ought. 
– Saint John Paul (1920-2005) 
 
 
Certain springs are tapped only when we are alone.  
The artist knows he must be alone to create;  
the writer, to work out his thoughts;  
the musician, to compose; the saint, to pray. 
—Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
 
 
WIT, WHIMSY, & WHATEVER 
 
Isaac Ole had heard from his grandma stories of an amazing family tradition.  It seems 
that his father, grandfather and great-grandfather had all been able to walk on water on 
their 21st birthday.  On that day, they'd walk across the lake to the boat club for their 
first legal drink.  So, when Isaac’s 21st birthday came around, he and his pal Sven took a 
boat out to the middle of the lake.  Ole stepped out of the boat and nearly 
drowned!  Sven just managed to pull him to safety. Furious and confused, Ole went to 
see his grandmother.  "Grandma," he asked, “it's my 21st birthday, so why can't I walk 
across the lake like my father, his father, and his father before him?"  Granny looked 
into Ole's eyes with a broad smile and said, "Because your father, grandfather and great-
grandfather were born in January when the lake is frozen, but you were born in July!" 

 
PLEASE KNOW and REMEMBER  

 
I will NEVER ask anyone to buy gift cards for me to give away. 
I will NEVER  be stuck in a foreign country since I have no Passport.  
I will ONLY send you an email from pjw424@gmail.com 
I will ONLY text you from my cell phone (304) 433 7472 
NO member of the Blessed Sacrament Parish staff by text or email or another person 
will  EVER ask you to buy gift cards or anything else. Only do so, if he or she asks in 
person and puts the cash in your hand! 
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