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Wednesday July 23 for the Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time

OPENING PRAYER: Father in heaven, Lord of the earth, we humbly
place ourselves in your holy presence. In our readings today you teach us
about prayer. Help us to be good students and help us especially to pray
well. This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.

e In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”
e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your
notice.

e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a
few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 11:1-13

The Lord’s Prayer.2

1* He was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his
disciples.”™

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.

3 Give us each day our daily bread-

4 and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us,and
do not subject us to the final test.”Further Teachings on Prayer.b

5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes at

midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
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6 for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a journey and I have
nothing to offer him,’

7 and he says in reply from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already
been locked and my children and I are already in bed. I cannot get up to
give you anything.’

8 I tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves because of their
friendship, he will get up to give him whatever he needs because of his
persistence.

The Answer to Prayer.<

9 “And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you.d

10 For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to
the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 What father among you would hand his son a snake when he asks for a
fish?

12 Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg?

13 If you then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the Father in heaven give the holy Spirit® to
those who ask him?”

Notes

* [11:1—13] Luke presents three episodes concerned with prayer. The first
(Lk 11:1—4) recounts Jesus teaching his disciples the Christian communal
prayer, the “Our Father”; the second (Lk 11:5—8), the importance of
persistence in prayer; the third (Lk 11:9-13), the effectiveness of prayer.

* [11:1—4] The Matthean form of the “Our Father” occurs in the “Sermon on
the Mount” (Mt 6:9—15); the shorter Lucan version is presented while Jesus
is at prayer (see note on Lk 3:21) and his disciples ask him to teach them to
pray just as John taught his disciples to pray. In answer to their question,
Jesus presents them with an example of a Christian communal prayer that
stresses the fatherhood of God and acknowledges him as the one to whom
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the Christian disciple owes daily sustenance (Lk 11:3), forgiveness (Lk 11:4),
and deliverance from the final trial (Lk 11:4). See also notes on Mt 6:9—13.

* [11:2] Your kingdom come: in place of this petition, some early church
Fathers record: “May your holy Spirit come upon us and cleanse us,” a
petition that may reflect the use of the “Our Father” in a baptismal liturgy.

* [11:3—4] Daily bread: see note on Mt 6:11. The final test: see note on Mt

* [11:13] The holy Spirit: this is a Lucan editorial alteration of a traditional
saying of Jesus (see Mt 7:11). Luke presents the gift of the holy Spirit as the
response of the Father to the prayer of the Christian disciple.

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING
1. Do you like setting aside daily time for prayer? If not, why not?

2. Is the prayer “thy will be done” easy or hard for you? What can help you
to surrender to God’s will when you don’t feel like doing it?

3. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we disciples of Jesus need
to heed and act on

Commentary

Jesus responds to his disciple’s request for instructions on prayer: “Lord,
teach us to pray.” We can first note that Luke’s version of the Lord’s Prayer
is shorter than Matthew’s (‘Protestant’ version to which is added the words:
“For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.”) Following is a
brief comment on each part of the Lord’s Prayer that books have been
written on: “Our Father.” The prayer is primarily intended to be a
community prayer (versus a private one). Notice Jesus says ‘Our’ Father,
and not ‘My’ Father. Because God is our Father, all of us are not only his
sons and daughters but also brothers and sisters. “Father.” Scholars love to
point out that the word Jesus used for “Father” is more accurately
translated “dada” or “pop.” This is very important because it tells us that
Jesus wants us to share the same close intimacy with his Father that he
shared. Ideally, we should approach God with the confidence of a child or
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with the confidence of Abraham in the first reading. “Hallowed be your
Name.” In the Hebrew mind, a person’s name stood for his whole character
and being. Thus, when we say: “Hallowed be your name,” we are saying that
“those who know the whole character and mind and heart of God will gladly
put their trust in him” (William Barclay). “Your Kingdom come.” May God’s
kingdom of peace, love, justice and truth become a reality in our world and
in the hearts of people. As we grow in our awareness of the all-powerful and
all-holy God, we also become aware of our neediness before God. We need
what it takes to make it through each day (daily bread). We need mercy for
our sins. And we need strength in times of trial. Note the prayer mentions
the “final” test, a reference to the trials that will come at the end of the
world. There is also recognition that as we experience God’s mercy, we will
extend that same mercy to all who have hurt us. Having taught his disciples
to whom they should pray (God as Papa) and what to pray for (God’s
Kingdom, bread, mercy and strength in adversity), Jesus then rounds out
his lesson with advice on how to pray, namely, with persistence. As we read
Jesus’ brief parable, we should avoid comparing God to the reluctant friend
whom we need to hassle to get what we need. Rather, the point is this: if a
reluctant, imperfect friend is willing to answer our plea for help, how much
more so will God respond to our prayer. But we must ask, speak and knock.

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, July 23 6:30 — 7:30pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: July 23, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.



Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosEg23wHRo0szXq
NBSKCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-
jwpiFdj oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFANNU1NajV
peEtKUohJQTo9

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607
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