SUNDAY GOSPEL &
BIBIE SHARIN Blessed X Sacrament

Wednesday July 2" for the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER: Caring God, in our first reading today you are imaged as a caring mother comforting
her children. As we gather today to share your Word, may we experience your motherly care for us. This we
pray through Christ the Lord of the Harvest. Amen.

¢ In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”

e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your notice.
¢ A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy[-two]* others whom he sent ahead of him in pairs to every town and
place he intended to visit.2

2 He said to them, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send
out laborers for his harvest.b

3 Go on your way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves.<

4" Carry no money bag,d no sack, no sandals;e and greet no one along the way.

5 Into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household.™

6 If a peaceful person” lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you.

7 Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is offered to you, for the laborer deserves his payment. Do not
move about from one house to another.f

8 Whatever town you enter and they welcome you, eat what is set before you,2

gcure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God is at hand for you.

10 Whatever town you enter and they do not receive you, go out into the streets and say,!

11 ‘The dust of your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off against you.” Yet know this: the kingdom
of God is at hand.j

12 I tell you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom on that day than for that town.k

131 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!™ For if the mighty deeds done in your midst had been done
in Tyre and Sidon, they would long ago have repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you.

152 And as for you, Capernaum, ‘Will you be exalted to heaven? You will go down to the netherworld.””

16 Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one
who sent me.”®

17 The seventy[-two] returned rejoicing, and said, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your
name.”

18 Jesus said, “I have observed Satan fall like lightning” from the sky.r

19 Behold, I have given you the power ‘to tread upon serpents’ and scorpions and upon the full force of the
enemy and nothing will harm you.4

20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice because your names are
written in heaven.”r
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Notes

* [10:1—12] Only the Gospel of Luke contains two episodes in which Jesus sends out his followers on a mission:
the first (Lk 9:1—6) is based on the mission in Mk 6:6b—13 and recounts the sending out of the Twelve; here

in Lk 10:1—12 a similar report based on Q becomes the sending out of seventy-two in this gospel. The episode
continues the theme of Jesus preparing witnesses to himself and his ministry. These witnesses include not only
the Twelve but also the seventy-two who may represent the Christian mission in Luke’s own day. Note that the
instructions given to the Twelve and to the seventy-two are similar and that what is said to the seventy-two

in Lk 10:4 is directed to the Twelve in Lk 22:35.

* [10:1] Seventy[-two]: important representatives of the Alexandrian and Caesarean text types read “seventy,”
while other important Alexandrian texts and Western readings have “seventy-two.”

* [10:4] Carry no money bag...greet no one along the way: because of the urgency of the mission and the
singlemindedness required of missionaries, attachment to material possessions should be avoided and even
customary greetings should not distract from the fulfillment of the task.

* [10:5] First say, ‘Peace to this household’: see notes on Lk 2:14 and Mt 10:13.

* [10:6] A peaceful person: literally, “a son of peace.”

*[10:13—-16] The call to repentance that is a part of the proclamation of the kingdom brings with it a severe
judgment for those who hear it and reject it.

* [10:15] The netherworld: the underworld, the place of the dead (Acts 2:27, 31) here contrasted with heaven;
see also note on Mt 11:23.

*[10:18] I have observed Satan fall like lightning: the effect of the mission of the seventy-two is characterized
by the Lucan Jesus as a symbolic fall of Satan. As the kingdom of God is gradually being established, evil in all
its forms is being defeated; the dominion of Satan over humanity is at an end.

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING

1. How does the image of God as a mother appeal to you? Do feminine images of God disturb or help your
relationship with God and with women?

2. Pope Francis tells us that Catholics are called by Baptism to be “missionary disciples” for Christ. How
do you act on this call? Or how can you act on it?

3. Although most of us don’t go from town to town proclaiming the kingdom of God, many of us find
rejection in our work places even our own families. Discuss how you deal with it?

Commentary

Jesus commissions 72 disciples in pairs to share the Good News to all who are ready to listen. (72 represented
all the nations of the world; hence, their mission was to all people.) Before they depart, Jesus warns them that
they will not be received warmly (“lambs among wolves”). He also tells them to travel lightly and to trust him.
The urgency of the mission is underlined by the words: “Greet no one on the way.” Jesus is telling them not to
waste time with social niceties nor bother looking for suitable lodgings. Accept whatever is offered. If people
open their hearts to you, accept their offer of hospitality. Cure the sick, cast out demons. If people close their
hearts to you, do not waste time arguing with them. Move on to the next town. The Master is in charge. The
reading ends with the return of the 72 disciples and their stories of success. Jesus places their experiences in
their true context. As impressive as the wondrous deeds they have witnessed, even more wondrous is the fact
that their names have been inscribed in the heavenly book (Exodus 32:32)
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IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, July 2 6:30 — 7:30pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: July 2, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosE923wHR0szXqNBSkCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98t
yKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5G0j4d-jwpiFd] oPzwiNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXIL.zdzZFANNU1NajVpeEtKUohJQT09

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607
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