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There was a memorable scene in a mostly forgettable movie in which a wealthy
businessman is speaking with a cardinal by a small fountain on Vatican grounds. The
cardinal retrieves a pebble from under the water. "Look at this stone," he says, holding it
out for the visitor to see. "It has been lying in the water for a very long time, but the
water has not penetrated it."

He then whacks the rock on the side of the fountain, breaking it open to expose
the inside. "Look," he says, "perfectly dry." The glistening water on the outside had not
seeped in. The cardinal continues: "The same thing has happened to people in Europe.
For centuries they have been surrounded by Christianity, but Christ has not penetrated.
Christ doesn't live within them." That might be true of a great many Christians.

A remarkable experience happened in which the chosen people who had been
exiled in Babylon were allowed to return to Jerusalem. They truly listened to the Word
of God proclaimed to the whole nation. read and applied to their lives. They wept with
anguish knowing how their parents and grandparents has listened to the same Word of
God, but did not hear it. They came to understand that that lack of living God's Word,
led to the fall of Jerusalem and Exile.

Saint Luke’s gospel tells of Jesus' visit to Nazareth after he began his public
ministry. The response is very different from the people returning from Exile. The
people of Nazareth thought they knew Jesus already and had him all figured out.
Like all devout Jews, they longed and prayed for the coming of the Messiah.

But the Words of Jesus fell on deaf ears.

When it comes to hearing God's Word in Church, more often than most of us
would like to admit, we are more like the people in Nazareth. Speaking through the
prophets of old and Jesus Christ, God often says that God's people have ears, but do not
hear. Here are a few suggestions for all of us when we come to worship to be better
listeners.

« Be ready. Don't come tired. Don't come late or just in time. Read the readings ahead
of time. Jesus encourages us. “Whoever has ears ought to hear.” (Matthew 11:15)
« Be open. Pray for inspiration. As Saint Paul says, "Let the word of God dwell in you
richly." (Colossians 3:11)
« Be eager. Expect to be inspired. Listen with all your heart, mind, soul and strength.
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” (John 10:27)

It all comes down to this: We ought to listen to God's Word as if our life depends
onit...because it does.
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Attention Please

OUR VACATION BIBLE EXPERIENCE begins this Sunday, July 20 from 5:00 pm
— 8:00 pm. During this first evening, the entire family is invited to stay as we begin our
Jubilee Journey with the saints. We will enjoy food together, learn more about some
saints, listen to Bible lessons, participate in fun activities, sing together, and create
unique crafts. The first evening ends when you get to create your own ice cream

sundae. Our Jubilee Journey continues from Monday to Thursday from 5:30 pm — 7:30
pm with a lot of the same activities. Children going into pre-K to 5th grade are invited to
attend. Older children and adults are invited to volunteer, and there will also be a class
for adults. Feel free to invite your friends and neighbors to attend as well. If you are
unable to attend every day, PLEASE COME WHEN YOU CAN.

POEM

Before listening to the way, do not fail to wash your ears.
Otherwise it will be impossible to listen clearly.

What is washing your ears?

Do not hold on to your view.

If you cling to it even a little bit,

you will lose your way.

What is similar to you but wrong, you regard as right.
What is different from you but right, you regard as wrong.
You begin with ideas of right and wrong.

But the way is not so.

Seeking answers with closed ears is

like trying to touch the ocean bottom with a pole.

— Ryokan (1758-1831)

MYSTIC MORSELS

In prayer, more is accomplished by listening than by talking.
— Saint Jane Frances de Chantal (1572-1641)
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Listen in silence because if your heart is full of other things you cannot hear the voice of
God.
—Saint Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997)

The most perfect prayer breathes in a heart that remains silent before God
and knows how to listen to God.
— Augustine Ichiro Okumura (1923-2014)

WIT, WHIMSY, & WHATEVER

After his priest had stressed the importance of evangelizing by sharing one’s faith, one of
the Knights of Columbus decided to do something. One day, a man came into his
barbershop and asked for a shave. The Barber put him in a chair and lathered his face.
He thought this would be the perfect time to witness to the customer. Nervously, he
asked, S-S-Sir, are you r-r-ready to meet the L-L-Lord? The customer opened his eyes
wide, and saw the Barber holding the razor with a shaking hand. He jumped out of the
chair and took off, running down the street with a hair cloth flapping in the wind.



