
 

 

The Solemn Blessing in the Rite of Infant Baptism declares to the parents that they are 
the first teachers of their children in the ways of faith.  The Church prays they may be 
the best of teachers. Whenever I see parents doing an outstanding job of sharing the 
light of the Catholic faith with their children, I am both grateful and touched.  I see some 
parents helping children dip their fingers in holy water and make the sign of the cross. 
In churches where the tabernacle is visible, they teach them how to genuflect (get down 
on one knee as a sign of reverence).  In both cases, they talk about the what and the why.   
 
Every couple of years, a parent shares with me how their Child plays Mass by carrying 
the Gospel Book (when I didn’t have a deacon), preaching, giving communion, etc.  Last 
April, one of our moms shared this picture of a daughter’s creative use of dolls at Mass. 
Notice the details. 
 There is a sanctuary with an altar, ambo, presidential chair, and priest.  
 To the priest’s right are servers, and perhaps a Reader and Eucharistic Minister. 
 It looks like someone is waiting to accept the collection basket.  
 There is a boy and girl ready to bring the bread and wine to the altar.  
Here at Blessed Sacrament Parish, children are always welcome no matter how young 
and restless. Your child or grandchild sounds 10 times louder to you than us. Notice how 
often an especially loud baby becomes quiet when someone carries them back.  
 
When children see how important Mass is to adults, they grow in faith. Not only 
parents, but all adults need to set a good example for children by singing, praying, 
participating, by looking and acting as if something important is happening because it 
is. Jesus comes to us in the people gathered, the person of the priest, the Word of God 
proclaimed and preached, an in the bread and wine offered, blessed, and consecrated 
that become the Body and Blood of Christ.  Our children have a lot to learn at Mass, in 
Sunday faith formation, and the upcoming Vacation Bible Experience. But they also 
have much to teach us.         

         Father Paul 
____________________________________________________________ 
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Phone: Office (304) 744-5523       Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.          
Email     pjw424@gmail.com 
Parish website    https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org 
Faith in West Virginia   https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/  
This Sunday’s Readings   https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/071325.cfm 

Wednesday Bible Handout   
This Sunday’s Bulletin 
__________________________________________________________ 

New News Now 
 
OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN.  Deacon-candidates John Shawler will present a four-
week series looking at some of our favorite hymns and the psalms that inspired them.  
Come to any or all you can attend beginning Sunday, July 20 at 10:15 am.    Faith 
Formation is important for everyone. 
 
Coming soon Blessed Sacrament Parish VACATION BIBLE EXPERIENCE July 20 - 
24 from 5:30 until 7:30pm. Food, Faith, Fun, and Fellowship. For more information or 
to sign up check the table in the Gathering Space, read the bulletin.  
 
OPPORTUNITY to EVANGELIZE (sharing the Gospel) Join us for an informal, 
welcoming opportunity and orientation for anyone who is considering become Catholic. 
When: Sundays, July 20 & August 10 Time: Between the Sunday Masses, 10:15–11:15am 
Where: Room 5. For more information, check out the latest bulletin.  All are 
welcome — bring a friend! 
 
 
MYSTIC MORSELS  
 
Miss no single opportunity of making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look,  
there by a kindly word; always doing the smaller right and doing it all for love. 
— St. Thérèse of Lisieux 1873-1897 
 
 
Prayer is meaningless unless it is subversive, unless it seeks to overthrow and to ruin the 
pyramids of callousness, hatred, opportunism, falsehoods. 
— Abraham Joshua Heschel    (1907-1972) 
 
 
On the one hand we are called to play the good Samaritan on life's roadside; but that will 
be only an initial act. One day we must come to see that the whole Jericho Road must be 
transformed so that men and women will not be constantly beaten and robbed as they 
make their journey of life's highway. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a 
beggar; it is not haphazard and superficial. It comes to see that an edifice which 
produces beggars needs restructuring. 
— Martin Luther King Jr., “A Time to Break Silence,” Riverside Church, New York 
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PRAYER  
 
Glory be to God… 
for clear blue skies and sunny days 
for fresh green grass and leafy trees 
for vivid purple flowers and well-tended gardens 
for fluffy white clouds and gentle breezes 
for bright red buses and busy streets 

Glory be to God… 
for people stepping out with sandaled feet 
for children playing games with delighted squeals 
for picnics and street parties 
for street traders and market stalls 
for long days and short nights 
for open-topped buses and open-necked shirts. 

Glory be to God… 
for seasons 
for summer 
for sunshine 
 
WIT, WHIMSY, & WHATEVER 
 
Shalom Aleichem tells a delightful story about an old Jewish man standing on a crowded 
bus. The young man standing next to him asked, "What time is it?" The old man refused 
to reply. The young man moved on. The old man’s friend, sensing something was wrong, 
asked, "Why were you so discourteous to the young man asking for the time?" The old 
man answered, "If I give him the time of day, next he would want to know where I am 
going. Then we might talk about our interests. If we did that, he might invite himself to 
my house for dinner. If he did, he would meet my lovely daughter. If he met her, they 
would both fall in love. I don’t want my daughter marrying someone who can’t afford a 
watch!" 
 
BULLETIN BLOOPERS 
• The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their 

electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning.  
• Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be given to church secretary.   
• Men's Prayer Breakfast. No charge, but your damnation will be gratefully accepted 


