
 

 

Blessed Sacrament Parish

APRIL 17, 2025
   
 Celebrating Holy Week is not an obligation, but it is an opportunity.  It is a 
chance to walk with the church, throughout time and throughout the world, as she walks 
with Jesus Christ through the most important week in the history of the world. It is a 
chance to focus our minds and hearts on the most important part of our faith.   We 
celebrate the Paschal Mystery – the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ – in word and sacrament, in voice and silence, and in actions and symbols.   
 
 Palm Sunday commemorates the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  We 
begin in the Parish Hall, process with palms into the church, and hear the Passion 
according to Saint Luke.  Catholics traditionally take a branch home to display.  Some 
use a branch and make a cross.  Branches from previous years may be burned or 
brought back to church. Our Masses are at 5pm Saturday, 9 & 11:30 am on Sunday April 
12-13.   
 
 Holy Thursday is a commemoration of the Last Supper.  We remember with awe 
the humility of Jesus in washing the feet of the apostles and his generosity in giving us 
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood that we call the Eucharist. There are some special 
ceremonies and people are invited to pray in the presence of the Eucharist is the Chapel 
of Repose for a period of time they choose. Come Thursday, April 17 at 6:00 pm.   
 
 Good Friday is so named because it is not the funeral of Jesus.  We believe and 
know that Jesus rose from the dead.  Here at Blessed Sacrament are two opportunities 
for us to gather in faith. In the Stations of the Cross we follow Jesus as he walks the Way 
of the Cross.  In the far more important Good Friday Liturgy, we listen to God’s Word, 
pray solemn intercessions, venerate the Cross, and receive Holy Communion that was 
consecrated the night before. Stations begin at 12pm noon; the Good Friday Liturgy 
starts at 6pm on April 18. 
  
 The Easter Vigil is the Church’s most solemn, beautiful, and grace-filled liturgy.  
It is a celebration of the presence of God in the people gathered, the symbols used, the 
Word proclaimed, the story of salvation is told, faith professed, promises renewed, and 
the Eucharist celebrated and shared.  Anyone who was initiated at the Easter Vigil 
should come and celebrate their anniversary.  The Vigil begins Saturday, April 19 at 8 
p.m. a reception to celebrate our newly initiated parishioners follows in the Parish Hall.  
Please let us know if you are coming and/or are willing to help.   
  
 Easter Sunday is especially joyful with the Gloria and the use of Alleluias.  People 
renew their baptismal promises and are sprinkled with holy water.  Masses begin at 
9am, and 11:30 a.m.   All are welcome, but be sure to come earlier than usual to get a 
seat 



 

 

Father Paul 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: Office (304) 744-5523       Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.          
Email       pjw424@gmail.com 
Parish website     https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org 
Faith in West Virginia   https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/   
          This Sunday’s Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/042025.cfm 
Wednesday Bible Handout  
This Sunday’s Bulletin 
____________________________________________________ 
 

Coming Soon to a Parish Hall Near You 
 

ROOT AND BRANCH is an Interfaith Discussion Group  meets Monday April 21 at 
7:00 pm. This topic is How Religion Can Help Us Find Peace in a Troubled World.  
The ecumenical panel includes our own Molly Linehan-Belcher and Rabbi Victor Urecki. 
It will be held at the Woman's Club of Charleston; 1600 Virginia St. E.  
Charleston, WV 25311 
 
LUNCH BUNCH this Thursday begins with Mass at 12 pm followed by a light meal.  
The menu is Chicken Pot Pie.  Bring just yourself, a friend, a side dish, and/or a dessert.   
 
MYSTIC MORSEL  
 
Our Savior repeats his words: If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. He 
quenched the thirst not only of those who came to him then. Whenever anyone seeks 
him, he is freely admitted to the presence of the Savior. The grace of the feast [Easter] is 
not restricted to one occasion. Its rays of glory never set. It is always at hand to 
enlighten the mind of those who desire it. Its power is always there for those whose 
minds have been enlightened and who meditate day and night on the holy Scriptures. 
–Saint Athanasius the Great (c. 296-373) 
 
POEM  We Need to Linger  
 
Before we get to Easter, we need to linger: 
in the vulnerability of the basin and the towel 
at the remembrance and promise of the table 
in the struggle and betrayal of the garden 
in the shadows and shouts of injustice 
at the bloody brutal beautiful cross 
in the silence of linen and spices and death 
For without these, the empty tomb is empty    
— Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia 
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CARBONATED GRACE 
 
A college student sends a letter to his folks back home  
 
Dear Mom and Dad,  
$chool i$ really great. I am making lot$ of friend$ and $tudying very hard. My 
profe$$or$ are al$o $uper cool! With all my $tuff, I $imply can't think of anything I 
need, $o if you would like, you can ju$t $end me a card, a$ I would love to hear from 
you.  
 
Mi$$ you guy$! Love, Your $on - - - - - - -  
 
Dear Son,  
 
I kNOw that astroNOmy, ecoNOmics, and oceaNOgraphy are eNOugh to keep even an 
hoNOr student busy. Do NOt forget that the pursuit of kNOwledge is a NOble task, and 
you can never study eNOugh.  
 
Love, Mom and Dad 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


