
 

 

  

Wednesday Feb 5th for the 5th Sunday in ordinary time 

 
  
OPENING PRAYER:  Thank you, Lord, for gathering us together 

to share our lives and your holy Word. Anoint us with your Holy 

Spirit so that each of us may hear the word you want us to hear. 

Unworthy though we are, may we, like Isaiah, Paul and Peter, 

say ‘Yes’ to your call and never be afraid to launch out into the 

deep. This we pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

• In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”   

• Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your 
notice. 

• A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage Afterwards, we have a 
few minutes of silent reflection.  

 
READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
Luke 5:1-11 

The Call of Simon the Fisherman.*a 

 

1b While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of 

God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. 

2 He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had 

disembarked and were washing their nets. 

3 Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to 

put out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 

crowds from the boat. 

4c After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep 

water and lower your nets for a catch.” 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5#50005001-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5#50005001-a
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5#50005001-b
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5#50005004-c


 

 

5 Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have 

caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” 

6 When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their 

nets were tearing. 

7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. 

They came and filled both boats so that they were in danger of sinking. 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart 

from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” 

9 For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all 

those with him, 

10 and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of 

Simon. Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching men.”d 

11 When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything* and 

followed him.e 

 

Notes 

 

* [5:1–11] This incident has been transposed from his source, Mk 1:16–20, 

which places it immediately after Jesus makes his appearance in Galilee. By 

this transposition Luke uses this example of Simon’s acceptance of Jesus to 

counter the earlier rejection of him by his hometown people, and since 

several incidents dealing with Jesus’ power and authority have already been 

narrated, Luke creates a plausible context for the acceptance of Jesus by 

Simon and his partners. Many commentators have noted the similarity 

between the wondrous catch of fish reported here (Lk 5:4–9) and the post-

resurrectional appearance of Jesus in Jn 21:1–11. There are traces in Luke’s 

story that the post-resurrectional context is the original one: in Lk 

5:8 Simon addresses Jesus as Lord (a post-resurrectional title for Jesus—

see Lk 24:34; Acts 2:36—that has been read back into the historical 

ministry of Jesus) and recognizes himself as a sinner (an appropriate 

recognition for one who has denied knowing Jesus—Lk 22:54–62). As used 

by Luke, the incident looks forward to Peter’s leadership in Luke-Acts (Lk 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5#50005010-d
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5#50005011-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/5#50005011-e
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/5?1#50005001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/5?11#50005011
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mk/1?16#49001016
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mk/1?20#49001020
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/5?4#50005004
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/4?9#50004009
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/21?1#51021001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/21?11#51021011
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/5?8#50005008
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/5?8#50005008
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/24?34#50024034
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/2?36#52002036
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/22?54#50022054
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/22?62#50022062
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/6?14#50006014


 

 

6:14; 9:20; 22:31–32; 24:34; Acts 1:15; 2:14–40; 10:11–18; 15:7–12) and 

symbolizes the future success of Peter as fisherman (Acts 2:41). 

* [5:11] They left everything: in Mk 1:16–20 and Mt 4:18–22 the fishermen 

who follow Jesus leave their nets and their father; in Luke, they 

leave everything (see also Lk 5:28; 12:33; 14:33; 18:22), an indication of 

Luke’s theme of complete detachment from material possessions. 

 

 
 
 

Questions for sharing 

1. Isaiah, Paul and Peter felt unworthy to do God’s work. Have you ever felt 

like that before God? What helps you to deal with any sense of 

unworthiness that you may feel?   

2. It has been said (and our first reading seems to bear this out) that “the 

closer we get to God, the more we will be aware of our sinfulness.”  

3. Most Catholics have a deep resistance to   “catching others” for Christ. 

How can we help each other to overcome this resistance? If you have a story 

to tell in this area, share it.   

4.  What is one thing you must walk away from to more closely follow 

Jesus? 

 

 

Commentary 1 
 
Isaiah experiences God in the Temple; Paul meets Jesus on the road to 
Damascus; and Peter encounters him at his place of work.  Jesus’ presence 
in the boat symbolizes his presence in and with the Church.    Peter’s lack of 
success at catching fish symbolizes the “futileness” of pastoral ministry 
without the presence and power of God. Discouragement is part and parcel 
of life, but we must not let it get us down. We must keep throwing out the 
net. In this Gospel, Jesus is calling to himself disciples who will in turn 
“catch” others for Christ by the “bait” of God’s Word 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/6?14#50006014
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/9?20#50009020
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/22?31#50022031
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/22?32#50022032
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/24?34#50024034
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/1?15#52001015
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/2?14#52002014
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/2?40#52002040
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/10?11#52010011
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/10?18#52010018
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/15?7#52015007
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/15?12#52015012
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/2?41#52002041
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mk/1?16#49001016
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mk/1?20#49001020
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?18#48004018
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?22#48004022
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/5?28#50005028
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/12?33#50012033
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/14?33#50014033
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/18?22#50018022


 

 

Commentary 2 

“Christ is the light and the lamp stand is Peter.” – St. Ephraem 

Luke 5:1-11: Now he was standing one day by the Lake of Gennesaret, with 

the crowd pressing round him listening to the word of God, when he caught 

sight of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen had gone out of them 

and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats – it was Simon’s – 

and asked him to put out a little from the shore. Then he sat down and 

taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking he said to 

Simon, ‘Put out into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch’. ‘Master,’ 

Simon replied ‘we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you 

say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had done this they netted 

such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they signalled to 

their companions in the other boat to come and help them; when these 

came, they filled the two boats to sinking point. When Simon Peter saw this 

he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man.’ For 

he and all his companions were completely overcome by the catch they had 

made; so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s 

partners. But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is men 

you will catch.’ Then, bringing their boats back to land, they left everything 

and followed him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK? 
 
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER -   The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

 



 

 

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom 
Wednesday, Feb 5   6:30 – 7:30pm 
Weekly on Wednesday 
Zoom Meeting 

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 
meeting. 
 
Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting 
Time: Feb 5, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
         
 

 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your 
calendar system. 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXq
NBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-
jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__ 
 
Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajV
peEtKU0hJQT09 

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618 
Passcode: 280607  

 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09

