<& _Blessed Blessed Sacrament Parish
A Sacrament  pecembeB1, 2023

OO Catholic Community

HAPPY NEW ‘YEAR

We, Blessed Sacrament Parish, are a Ch¥Sentered Community,
Committed to Worship the Father, Commi tte
Committed to Loving Service to Al

Mass Times & Intentions

Day Date |Time Intention

Saturday |12/30 |4:00 pm + | Don Churchill by Susan Churchill
Sunday |12/31 |9:00 am Healing for Daisy P by Missy Mowrer
11:30 am * For the People of Our Parish

Solemnity of the Virgin Mary
For the People of Our Parish

Monday |01/01 | 10:00am

Tuesday |01/02
Wednesda 01/03 | Noon
Thursday |01/04 | Noon
Friday 01/05 | Noon

Kathy Wharton by Father Paul
Constance Apgar by Mary Sullivan
John Lordan by Lou and Mdargarella
Saturday |01/06 |4:00 pm Bunky Johnson by Mary Ann Johnson
Sunday |01/07 |[9:00 am Donna Peele by Jack and ADever
11:30 am * For the People of Our Parish

+ |+ [+ |+ [+




volunteers who gave of their time, talent, and treasure. Your staff
grateful for those people whose work and generosity made a

W Christmas at Blessed Sacrament Parighadgsspecial by so many
difference.

COMMUNITY SERVICE Some people took the time to buy presents for childrese only gifts may have
come from themFood was collected to restock the shelves at the Coalburg Food Pantry in November. Hats,
scarves, and gloves were given for women in recovery c&lmberts$14,000vas raised to provide Christmas
Food Baskets fdamilies in Eastern Kanawha County through the Coalburg Food Pantry. Parishioners of all ag
visited the Hubbard Hospice House with chimes, bells, and voices to lift the spirits of the dying and their
familiesL et 6 s not f or get dipersferehe GabmeldProeat.ul s br i nging

COMMUNITY BUILDING Many folks prepared and served a Thanksgiving Day Dinner and a Christmas
Brunch. Others brought side dishes and dess8tilsothers helped clean up the meéss.t 6 s n oBluef or ¢
Christmas Service nor the coffee and cookies provided after Sunday 9am Masses.

FAITH FORMATION for parishioners of ages continues with the help of some dedicated facilitators and
catechists on Sunday mornings between the Masses. Bible Study happens on Wednesday mornings and Bib
Sharing occurs on Wednesday evening and Saturday méiatimgsPal gave a teaching on the Infancy
Narratives.Rabbi Victor Urecki spoke about Chanukah and answered a variety of questions.

WORSHIP The Gospel according to Saint Matthew tells of some magi giving homage to the infant
JesusChristmas Liturgy was truly thierk afhanypeoplélhe vocal choir, the bell choir, musicians and the Youth
Ensemble helped us maljeydul noiseto the Lord.Many hours of work went into decorating our church,
making it look like Christma&.shoutout is due for our ushers, servers, readers, cantors, gift bearers, and
Eucharistic Ministerdzather John and Deacon John added their preacigigsn

YOUTH helped prepare care packages for college students and seminarians. They also assembled the gift k
a hat, scarf, and gloves for women seeking new life in reddveiouth Ensemble helped make Christmas
special.

We must consider how to rouse one another to love and good works.
We should not stay away from our assembly,

as Is the custom of some, but encourage one another.
(Hebrews 10:225a)

The 2024 calendars are in the gathering space.
Please take only one per househofdr now.




We Remember in Our Prayers

Barbara Baldy, Barbara Breese, Bo Burdette, Elizabeth Coleman, Matthew Crabtree, Loretladiiseltgi
Marietta Fenton, Bob Galloway, Dante Geronilla, Joe Gregg, Jabskater Bob & Kathleen Groom,
Mary Lou Hammock, John & Arlene Har@ary Hoskins, Rob Hrezo, John & Claire Johnson, Bob Lucas
Linda Lynch, Louann Lyndfelley, Sheila Kerns, Alec Mansfield, Evelyn Miller, Keith Morgan, Jim Robe
Bradley Smith, Sandy Wheeler, and the Urecki family

This Week at Blessed Sacrament

Saturday, DecembeB0
T Mends Bi b-19:60 a®d,/Raami5n g
T Reconciliation - 3:00pm to 3:30 pm in the Reconciliation Room

Sunday, DecembeB1
T Youth MusiclE&nB@aMml|ltEeo 11:15am in the sanctuary

Monday, January01- Solemnity of the Virgin Mary

Tuesday,January 0The office is closed.)

WednesdayJanuary 03

1 Bible Sharing- 6:30pm to 7:30pm
Weekly link - https://blessedsacramentwv.org/en/download/bisteringd1-03-24/?wpdmd|=1547 &refresh=658cbb8b7{4611703721867
Zoom - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86903804010?pwd=MGJIydS9gSWILSzNGbIZSM2xZcWpGZz09

Thursday, January 04
1 Dressrehearsal for Epiphany Concert 6:00pm to 8:00pm

Friday, January 05
T Epi phany Concert at 6:00pm

Saturday.January 06
T Mends Bi b-19:60 am,Raami5n g
1 Reconciliation - 3:00pm to 3:30 pm in the Reconciliation Room

Sunday.January 07 Epiphany

1 BSP Lyres Club to Huntington- 9:00anto 12:00pm

9 Faith Formation for Adults - 10:15am to 11:15am

1 Faith Formation for Students- 10:1%mm tol1:15am

1 First Reconciliation Preparationd 12:30 in th&arish Hall

hytAyS [ 2¢t¢



https://blessedsacramentwv.org/en/download/bible-sharing-01-03-24/?wpdmdl=1547&refresh=658cbb8b7f4611703721867
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86903804010?pwd=MGJydS9qSW9LSzNGblZSM2xZcWpGZz09
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/bspwv
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/bspwv

Janu@ary 7

First Reconciliation Preparationf or "‘ahtfigR2aders will bePhel
HallLlunch wil I be provided.

Need Volunteers for the Post Epiphany Concert Cookie Bar

Cookies will be served in Parish Hathediately Join us Friday evening,

following the January 5th Epiphany Concert. January 3, 2024 for our annual
Are you baking cookies for Christmas?

Would you be willing to make an extra batch and
freeze them for the"3

If so, email or call Shellggson,
shelleynason@outlook.com6036821284

with the type and quantity ajokies

Concert
from 6:00-7:00pm
at Blessed Sacrament Parish,
305 E Street in South Charleston, WV

featuring our adult choir,
our handbell choir, our youth, harps,
and other small ensembles.

We'll also enjoy a
Post-Concert Cookie Bar
in the Parish following the concert.

Come celebrate the season with us!

SUNDAY GOSPEL %

BIBIE SHARING blessed XSacrament
The purpose of smafjroup discussion of Scripture is to hear the Word or words which God is
speaking to us throughtsec r i pt ures, to rel ate Godds Word or

right now, and then to determine what each of us is individually and sometimes collectively called to
do or to change as a result. Such sharing leads to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the
Gospel as well as to our own spiritual enrichment. In sharing our reflections, we can point out to each
other details we may otherwise have missed. We will do this every Wedresglaging at 6:30pm in the
library, unless otherwisaoted.

d


mailto:shelleynason@outlook.com

COMING SOON After discussion by members
of the Liturgy Committee, Pastoral Council, and
Staff, it was decided to closing the wall doors
separating the Church from the Gathering Space
sometime in January. The wall was moved aside
to allow for overflow crowds during Christmas
and Easter celebrations. They doors were last
opened due to the Covid 19 pandemic.

Question from the SUGGESTION BOX: Why are we closing the wall in January?

Answem When plans were being drawn up for the new Blessed Sacrament Church, Fr. Larry Cann and the
Building Committee wanted to have a space for people to gather before and after Mass to talk, visit, have cof
and spend time with one anothat.thesame time, they wanted flexibility to enable overflow crowds to
participate on Christmas and East&hen the Covid 19 Pandemic struck, it was thought important for

people to maintain proper social distaee disadvantage of having the twosameen to each other

is that there was no separatidhe church or worship space could not be a place where people can pray

and prepare themselves for Mdskelpsboth spaces out.

Wisdom from
Walter CATechist #3

“Live in the moment.” This is one of my greatest
virtues. Don’t waste too much time in the past or
future. We cannot change the past; but we can
learn from it. It is impossible to see the future,
much less have it turn out the way we want. When
it is bright and sunny, take time to enjoy it. When
it rains, be grateful for how much we need and
enjoy plentiful water. A wise old Siamese cat liked
to remind us, “Learn from the past, look to the
future, but live in the present.”




Spiritualcebreakers and Soup Starf@&s

Icebreakers give us something to talk about. Soup starters make lftara gosshiegjpiniog! kindling to use, think
about, and pray with this week.

POEM Let the Stable Still Astonish by Leslie Leyland Fields

Let the stable stdistonish:
Strawdirt floor, dull eyes,

Dusty flanks of donkeys, oxen;
Crumbling, crooked walls; HE CHOSE TO BECOME

No bed to carry that pain, FART OF OUR EARTHLY FAMILY
And then, the child,

Ragwrapped, laid to cry

In a trough.

Who would have chosen this?

Who would have said: "Yes,

Let the Godbf all the heavens and earth
be born here, in this plac)]|
Who but the same God

Who stands in the darker, fouler rooms

Of our hearts and says, "Yes, = NN 7N

Let th (77 '

ot Heaven end Earth SO THAT WE COULD BECOME
be born herey PART OF HIS HEAVENLY FAMILY
In this place.

PRAYER

As the dawn breaks on a ngar, let us give thanks for all we hold dear: our health, our family and our friends.
us release our grudges, our anger and our pains, for these are nothing but binding chains. Let us live each d:
most loving ways, the Geodnscious way. Les serve all who are in need, regardless of race, color or creed. Let
keep God of our own understanding in our hearts and to chant God's name each day. Let us lead the world fi
darkness to light, from falsehood to truth and from wrong to right. leshesiber that we are all one, embracing
all, discriminating against none.

May your year be filled with peace, prosperity and love. May God's blessings shower upon you and bestow u
each of you a bright, healthy and peaceful new year.

i Marcy Sheremetta

MYSTIC MORSEL

God always heals us, and with the most amazing gentleness over time. It does take time for us to heal in way
will bring God the most glory, and us the most joy, forever. The Lord never stops or even slows His kind, gen
healing in us.

i Saint Julian of Norwich



GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

St. Teresa of Calcutta once said, “If we love, naturally we will try to do
something. First in our own home, our next door neighbor, in the coun-
try we live, in the whole world.” In this quote we see a shift from the
idyllic to a hard dose of reality: love means sacrifice and service. Per-
haps it’s worth asking ourselves: Does our family always get our best
self? None of us is perfect, so the honest answer is probably no. If it’s
tempting to think, “well, the Holy Family was perfect, so what does this
feast have to do with our family?” let’s remember we are celebrating
the Feast of the HOLY Family, not the feast of the perfect family. Yes,
they were holy. They embodied this in their faith and devotion in those
expanding circles of which St. Teresa spoke. They gave to God first - in
today’s Gospel we see the family travel to Jerusalem to present Jesus
in the temple. They then returned to Nazareth where Jesus grew strong
and was “filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.”

December 31,2023 | Feast of the Holy Family

of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Gen 15:1-6; 21:1-3 | Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 | Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-40

Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
DISCIPLE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

What does this feast mean for us today? It means that being a holy
family is not unattainable. St. John Paul Il once said: “The Redeemer
of the world chose the family as the place for his birth and growth.”
(2001) In other words, God’s will was fulfilled in the simplest and
most ordinary of human circumstances when Jesus was born to Mary
and Joseph in a stable. He sanctified what had been profaned by sin.
Are our families perfect? No. But are we holy? That is our baptismal
vocation and is within our reach each and every day. With the dawn
of the new year, let’s make an effort to place Christ at the center of
our lives. Let’s try to love our family members with all our heart, and
bear witness in our actions and words. And finally, and most impor-

tantly, we must pray with and for one another.

PRAY Family prayer is powerful and transformative, uniting and equipping us to go out into the world each day and bear

witness. Pray together: Jesus, Mary and Joseph, graciously hear our prayer.

Liturgical Ministries 0 December 30 & 31

4:00 pm 9:00 am 11:30 am
Lectors Diane Lordan Mychal Schulz Don Becher
. Will Stella Tommy Ross
Altar Servers Chip Coun Maureen Mathias
Cantors Matt Leary John Shawler Olivia Hayes
Comm‘.‘”"’” Ron Teufel Mike Burgess Rick Brennan
Principal
_ o David Lewia ChuckWirts Jo Midkiff
Chalice Minister MissyMowrer Bill Frame John Priestely

Mike Burgess

Communion LauraHayes
to the Sick Bob Sherrard

s . John Providenti

Greeters/Ushers Bev& Rob Schissler Emilie McNeil Renea\orman

KenMcNell




Liturgical Ministers & January IHoly Day of Obligation)
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

10:00am

Lector

KathyLester

Altar Servers

NeedVolunteer

Cantor Rory | s
Communion Principal TedStreit

_ o Sr FanKirtley
Chalice Minister NatalieZellers
Greeters/Ushers L & M Dunmire

Liturgical Ministries 0 January6 & 7
4:00 pm 9:00 am 11:30 am
Lectors Phillip Maramba DeniseBurgess FelixMaramba

Altar Servers

DavidBowles

Gary Ferrell
MadisorFerrell

Eli Simonton
NathaniaBimonton

DavidLewia

Cantors Elizabeth Leary Charlie Wilson Heather White
CO”.‘”“.‘”'O“ Ro DeBias MissySummey JamieKnox
Principal
_ o NatalieZellers Molly Belcher CarolynFrye
Chalice Minister TedStreit PeggyMusilli JohnPriestley
_ SusanBowyer
Communion Ann Bradley
to the Sick Molly Belcher
. MaryBeth Abbott
Greeters/Ushers SusanChurchill Kelly& Rob Plutro AnnaSites




