
 

 

 
Wednesday Dec 10th, for the 2nd Sunday in Advent 
  
OPENING PRAYER: Loving and caring God, you welcome us as we gather in your 

name to share life and your Word. May we always welcome your Word and allow it to be the 

light that guides our lives. 
 
READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL 
 
• In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”   
• Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your 

notice. 
• A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage Afterwards, we have a few 

minutes of silent reflection.  
 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark 
           
Gospel                        Mark 1:1-8 
 

1  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

2  As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 

he will prepare your way. 

3  A voice of one crying out in the desert: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight his paths.” 

4  John the Baptist appeared in the desert 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

5  People of the whole Judean countryside 

and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 

were going out to him 



 

 

and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 

as they acknowledged their sins. 

6  John was clothed in camel’s hair, 

with a leather belt around his waist. 

He fed on locusts and wild honey. 

7  And this is what he proclaimed: 

“One mightier than I is coming after me. 

I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. 

8  I have baptized you with water; 

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Notes 

 

 [1:1–13] The prologue of the Gospel according to Mark begins with the title (Mk 1:1) 
followed by three events preparatory to Jesus’ preaching: (1) the appearance in the 
Judean wilderness of John, baptizer, preacher of repentance, and precursor of Jesus (Mk 
1:2–8); (2) the baptism of Jesus, at which a voice from heaven acknowledges Jesus to 
be God’s Son, and the holy Spirit descends on him (Mk 1:9–11); (3) the temptation of 
Jesus by Satan (Mk 1:12–13). 

* [1:1] The gospel of Jesus Christ [the Son of God]: the “good news” of salvation in and 
through Jesus, crucified and risen, acknowledged by the Christian community as Messiah 
(Mk 8:29; 14:61–62) and Son of God (Mk 1:11; 9:7; 15:39), although some important 
manuscripts here omit the Son of God. 

* [1:2–3] Although Mark attributes the prophecy to Isaiah, the text is a combination of Mal 
3:1; Is 40:3; Ex 23:20; cf. Mt 11:10; Lk 7:27. John’s ministry is seen as God’s prelude to 
the saving mission of his Son. The way of the Lord: this prophecy of Deutero-Isaiah 
concerning the end of the Babylonian exile is here applied to the coming of Jesus; John 
the Baptist is to prepare the way for him. 

* [1:6] Clothed in camel’s hair…waist: the Baptist’s garb recalls that of Elijah in 2 Kgs 1:8. 
Jesus speaks of the Baptist as Elijah who has already come (Mk 9:11–13; Mt 17:10–12; 
cf. Mal 3:23–24; Lk 1:17). 



 

 

* [1:8–9] Through the life-giving baptism with the holy Spirit (Mk 1:8), Jesus will create a 
new people of God. But first he identifies himself with the people of Israel in submitting 
to John’s baptism of repentance and in bearing on their behalf the burden of God’s 
decisive judgment (Mk 1:9; cf. Mk 1:4). As in the desert of Sinai, so here in the wilderness 
of Judea, Israel’s sonship with God is to be renewed. 

 
 

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING 
1. What spoke to you most in the Gospel.  
 
2.  Who in your life needs to hear words of comfort? 
 
3.  How are repentance and humility related?   
 
 
Commentary 
Every year on the Second and Third Sundays of Advent, we encounter John 
the Baptist calling people to prepare for the Messiah by repentance. John is 
seen as the messenger whom Isaiah spoke about in the First Reading. As 
the people respond to John’s call to repentance, they are baptized with 
water—an outward sign of an interior cleansing occurring in their soul. 
Then John speaks of his subordinate role: “One mightier than me is about 
to come, One who will baptize them with the Holy Spirit.” John’s diet of 
locusts (grasshoppers) and honey would have reminded his audience of the 
two traditional symbols of judgment and comfort. Locusts are considered 
as instruments of divine judgment because of their fierce punishing power 
(Ex.10:4), whereas honey signifies peace, plenty and blessing. For those 
who open their hearts to John, his message will bring the ‘honey’ of peace 
and joy. On the other hand, those who refuse to receive the truth of his 
message will experience the devouring ‘locust’ of divine judgment. 
 

John’s ministry was a ministry of humility. Baptism is an expression of 
humility. The Son of God humbled himself to become one of us for our 
sakes. And the new life in Christ that is given to us by our Creator and 
Redeemer is a life of humility. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK? 
 
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER -   The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

 

 

Bible Sharing Room 5 and Zoom 
Wednesday, November 29⋅6:30 – 7:30pm 
Weekly on Wednesday 
Zoom Meeting 
Description:Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 
meeting. 
 
Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting 
Time: Nov 29, 2023 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
         
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your 
calendar system. 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIkd-
qgrj8qG9Rt4LoXWaku9w9Mo6AzLDCs/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGupzspEtS
RsBiHRpwAHYigb_zziClfjfpviEvJDBhkYwjjb_UbH70pMcL8 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86903804010?pwd=MGJydS9qSW9LSzNGb
lZSM2xZcWpGZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 869 0380 4010 
Passcode: 086586 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592, 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIkd-qgrj8qG9Rt4LoXWaku9w9Mo6AzLDCs/ics?icsToken%3D98tyKuGupzspEtSRsBiHRpwAHYigb_zziClfjfpviEvJDBhkYwjjb_UbH70pMcL8&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw39dGATZJfHzpHR31tVkCb2
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIkd-qgrj8qG9Rt4LoXWaku9w9Mo6AzLDCs/ics?icsToken%3D98tyKuGupzspEtSRsBiHRpwAHYigb_zziClfjfpviEvJDBhkYwjjb_UbH70pMcL8&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw39dGATZJfHzpHR31tVkCb2
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