SUNDAY GOSPEL d@S :
BIBLE SHARIN essed Adacramen

Wednesday Sept 24 for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary time

OPENING PRAYER: Thank you, Lord, for gathering us together.
Today, you speak a strong Word to us about responding to the
needs of the poor. Grant us a portion of your compassion for the
hurting members of society. This we pray through Christ our
Lord. Amen

e In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”

e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your
notice.

e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage Afterwards, we have a
few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 16:19-31

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.:

19“There was a rich man* who dressed in purple garments and
fine linen and dined sumptuously each day.

20 And lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus, covered
with sores,i

21 who would gladly have eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from
the rich man’s table. Dogs even used to come and lick his sores.

22 When the poor man died, he was carried away by angels to the
bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried,

23 and from the netherworld,: where he was in torment, he
raised his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16#50016019-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16#50016019-2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16#50016020-i
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16#50016023-1

24 And he cried out, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me. Send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue,
for I am suffering torment in these flames.’

25 Abraham replied, ‘My child, remember that you received what
was good during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received
what was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are
tormented.i

26 Moreover, between us and you a great chasm is established to
prevent anyone from crossing who might wish to go from our
side to yours or from your side to ours.’

27 He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, send him to my father’s
house,

28 for I have five brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they
too come to this place of torment.’

29 But Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets. Let
them listen to them.’

30> He said, ‘Oh no, father Abraham, but if someone from the
dead goes to them, they will repent.’

31 Then Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise
from the dead.’”k

Notes

* [16:14—18] The two parables about the use of riches in

chap. 16 are separated by several isolated sayings of Jesus on the
hypocrisy of the Pharisees (Lk 16:14—15), on the law (Lk 16:16—
17), and on divorce (Lk 16:18).

* [16:14—15] The Pharisees are here presented as examples of
those who are slaves to wealth (see Lk 16:13) and, consequently,
they are unable to serve God.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16#50016025-j
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16#50016030-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16#50016031-k
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?14#50016014
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?18#50016018
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?#50016000
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?14#50016014
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?15#50016015
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?16#50016016
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?17#50016017
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?18#50016018
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?14#50016014
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?15#50016015
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/16?13#50016013

* [16:16] John the Baptist is presented in Luke’s gospel as a
transitional figure between the period of Israel, the time of
promise, and the period of Jesus, the time of fulfillment. With
John, the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises has begun.

* [16:19—31] The parable of the rich man and Lazarus again
illustrates Luke’s concern with Jesus’ attitude toward the rich
and the poor. The reversal of the fates of the rich man and
Lazarus (Lk 16:22—23) illustrates the teachings of Jesus in Luke’s
“Sermon on the Plain” (Lk 6:20—21, 24—25).

* [16:19] The oldest Greek manuscript of Luke dating from ca.
A.D. 175—225 records the name of the rich man as an abbreviated
form of “Nineveh,” but there is very little textual support in
other manuscripts for this reading. “Dives” of popular tradition
is the Latin Vulgate’s translation for “rich man” (Lk 16:19—31).

* [16:23] The netherworld: see note on Lk 10:15.

* [16:30—31] A foreshadowing in Luke’s gospel of the rejection of
the call to repentance even after Jesus’ resurrection.

Questions for sharing
1. If you suddenly came into a lot of money, how would you use
it?

2. How might the rich man have gotten to the point that he saw
no obligation to share his blessing with Lazarus? Could this
happen to us? How do you allow the poor to figure in your life?

3. In recent weeks, we have had several Gospel readings about
the use of material blessings. Why do you think that Jesus spoke
so much about this issue?

Commentary
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We learn many lessons from those who go to heaven. But in the
story of the rich man and Lazarus, the lesson comes from one
who goes to hell. The parable is unique to Luke’s Gospel and fits
in well with his portrayal of Jesus as a friend of the poor and the
oppressed. The parable has two distinct parts. In part one (vv 19-
21), the rich man ignores the plight of Lazarus who only seeks to
receive the crumbs from the man’s table. In the second part (vv
22-31), the rich man becomes the afflicted party, who then
appeals to Abraham to go warn his brothers lest they also end up
in hell. Abraham tells the rich man that they will not listen to
him just as they ignored Moses—the same way the Pharisees turn
their back on Jesus. The parable is addressed to the Pharisees
who believe that wealth is a token of God’s blessing and poverty a
sign of God’s disfavor. It is not because of his wealth that the rich
man finds himself in hell, but because he failed to use his wealth
to bless those who were less fortunate. As one commentator put
it: “The rich man failed to balance the equation between
privilege and responsibility.” For Jesus’ disciples, the rich man is
a negative witness to how one should use this world’s goods. The
parable clearly demonstrates that ill-used riches in this life will
reap torment in the next life.

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, Sept 24 6:30 — 8:00pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: Sept 24, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)



Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.

Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosEg23wHRo0szXq
NBSKCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-
jwpiFdj oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFANNU1NajV

peEtKUohJQTo9

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
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