SUNDAY GOSPEL d@S :
BIBLE SHARIN essed Adacramen

Wednesday Sept 17 for the 25th Sunday in Ordinary time

OPENING PRAYER: Father, we come into your loving presence
to share life and your Word. Grant us wisdom and courage when
we are confronted with crisis situations in our lives. In Jesus
name we pray. Amen.

e In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”

e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your
notice.

e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage Afterwards, we have a
few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 16 1-13

The Parable of the Dishonest Steward.*

1 Then he also said to his disciples, “A rich man had a steward
who was reported to him for squandering his property.

2 He summoned him and said, ‘What is this I hear about you?
Prepare a full account of your stewardship, because you can no
longer be my steward.’

3 The steward said to himself, ‘What shall I do, now that my
master is taking the position of steward away from me? I am not
strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg.

4 I know what I shall do so that, when I am removed from the
stewardship, they may welcome me into their homes.’

5 He called in his master’s debtors one by one. To the first he
said, ‘How much do you owe my master?’


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16#50016001-1

6> He replied, ‘One hundred measures of olive oil.” He said to

him, ‘Here is your promissory note. Sit down and quickly write
one for fifty.’

7 Then to another he said, ‘And you, how much do you owe?’ He
replied, ‘One hundred kors: of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Here is
your promissory note; write one for eighty.’

8 And the master commended that dishonest steward for acting
prudently.

Application of the Parable.*“For the children of this world are
more prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the
children of light.’2

9 I tell you, make friends for yourselves with dishonest

wealth,” so that when it fails, you will be welcomed into eternal
dwellings.k

10% The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is also
trustworthy in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in
very small matters is also dishonest in great ones.c

11 If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth,
who will trust you with true wealth?

12 If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, who
will give you what is yours?

13 No servant can serve two masters.: He will either hate one and
love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon.”d

Notes

* [16:1—8a] The parable of the dishonest steward has to be
understood in the light of the Palestinian custom of agents acting
on behalf of their masters and the usurious practices common to
such agents. The dishonesty of the steward consisted in the
squandering of his master’s property (Lk 16:1) and not in any
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subsequent graft. The master commends the dishonest steward
who has forgone his own usurious commission on the business
transaction by having the debtors write new notes that reflected
only the real amount owed the master (i.e., minus the steward’s
profit). The dishonest steward acts in this way in order to
ingratiate himself with the debtors because he knows he is being
dismissed from his position (Lk 16:3). The parable, then, teaches
the prudent use of one’s material goods in light of an imminent
crisis.

* [16:6] One hundred measures: literally, “one hundred baths.” A
bath is a Hebrew unit of liquid measurement equivalent to eight
or nine gallons.

* [16:7] One hundred kors: a kor is a Hebrew unit of dry measure
for grain or wheat equivalent to ten or twelve bushels.

* [16:8b—13] Several originally independent sayings of Jesus are
gathered here by Luke to form the concluding application of the
parable of the dishonest steward.

* [16:8b—9] The first conclusion recommends the prudent use of
one’s wealth (in the light of the coming of the end of the age)
after the manner of the children of this world, represented in the
parable by the dishonest steward.

* [16:9] Dishonest wealth: literally, “mammon of iniquity.”
Mammon is the Greek transliteration of a Hebrew or Aramaic
word that is usually explained as meaning “that in which one
trusts.” The characterization of this wealth

as dishonest expresses a tendency of wealth to lead one to
dishonesty. Eternal dwellings: or, “eternal tents,” i.e., heaven.

* [16:10—12] The second conclusion recommends constant
fidelity to those in positions of responsibility.

* [16:13] The third conclusion is a general statement about the
incompatibility of serving God and being a slave to riches. To be
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dependent upon wealth is opposed to the teachings of Jesus who
counseled complete dependence on the Father as one of the
characteristics of the Christian disciple (Lk 12:22—-39). God and
mammon: see note on Lk 16:9. Mammon is used here as if it
were itself a god.

Questions for sharing

1. Our use of the Lord’s blessings on us could save us or condemn
us. Do you think most people have little or no sense of this —
believing their possessions are theirs to do however they want?
How have you grown in this dimension of the Christian life?

2. Trustworthiness is a big part of today’s gospel. Some of us are
trust worthy in big matters but let the little ones slide. Discuss.

Commentary

Today’s Gospel has two parts: a parable and some miscellaneous
sayings about the proper use of wealth. The parable confuses
many people because Jesus seems to be praising the action of a
devious person. After the dishonest steward becomes aware that
he is about to be fired, he gets busy at squandering his 22
master’s money in such a way that will ensure him a welcome
after losing his job. Scholars point out that Jesus is not praising
the dishonesty of the steward, but is rather praising his decisive
action in a time of crisis. We need to remember that in this
parable Jesus is speaking to his disciples who are called to be
good stewards of all God has placed in their care. He says to
them: You can learn from this dishonest child of the world. In a
time of crisis, don’t just do nothing. Act. But act in such a way
that God will praise you. More specifically use your wealth to
help the poor so that the poor will vouch for you on Judgment
Day. The second part of today’s Gospel consists of miscellaneous
sayings about the good use of the things of this world. In these
sayings, Jesus speaks in on ironic and non-ironic way. He speaks
in an ironic way (uses language that normally signifies the
opposite) when he says ‘make friends with dishonest wealth ...’
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Jesus speaks without irony when he says ‘be trustworthy in small
matters ...’. Jesus is telling his disciples then and now: If
children of the darkness are smart enough to use money to
secure an earthly future, you should be smart enough to use
money in such a way as to ensure your heavenly future.

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, Sept 17 6:30 — 8:00pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: Sept 17, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.

Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosE923wHR0szXq
NBSkCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-
jwpiFdj oPzwjNMS9oAeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=0Q2pX1LzdzZFANNU1NajV
peEtKUohJQTo9

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607
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