
 

 

  
Wednesday August 20 for the 21st Sunday in Ordinary time  
  
OPENING PRAYER:  Lord, your desire is for all people to be 

saved. Help us to open our hearts to your saving grace and to the 

Word you have placed before us today. Amen. 

 

• In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”   

• Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your 
notice. 

• A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage Afterwards, we have a 
few minutes of silent reflection.  

 
READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
Luke 13:22-30 
 

The Narrow Door; Salvation and Rejection.* 

22 He passed through towns and villages, teaching as he went 

and making his way to Jerusalem. 

23 Someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” 

He answered them, 

24j “Strive to enter through the narrow door, for many, I tell you, 

will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.k 

25 After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door, 

then will you stand outside knocking and saying, ‘Lord, open the 

door for us.’ He will say to you in reply, ‘I do not know where you 

are from.’l 

26 And you will say, ‘We ate and drank in your company and you 

taught in our streets.’ 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13#50013022-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13#50013024-j
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13#50013024-k
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13#50013025-l


 

 

27m Then he will say to you, ‘I do not know where [you] are from. 

Depart from me, all you evildoers!’ 

28n And there will be wailing and grinding of teeth when you see 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom 

of God and you yourselves cast out. 

29 And people will come from the east and the west and from the 

north and the south and will recline at table in the kingdom of 

God.o 

30 For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first 

who will be last.”p 

 

Notes 
* [13:22–30] These sayings of Jesus follow in Luke upon the 
parables of the kingdom (Lk 13:18–21) and stress that great 
effort is required for entrance into the kingdom (Lk 13:24) and 
that there is an urgency to accept the present opportunity to 
enter because the narrow door will not remain open indefinitely 
(Lk 13:25). Lying behind the sayings is the rejection of Jesus and 
his message by his Jewish contemporaries (Lk 13:26) whose 
places at table in the kingdom will be taken by Gentiles from the 
four corners of the world (Lk 13:29). Those called last (the 
Gentiles) will precede those to whom the invitation to enter was 
first extended (the Jews). See also Lk 14:15–24. 
 
Questions for sharing 

1. What things can hinder us from entering through the narrow 

gate and living according to God’s will? What can help us to 

embrace God’s will in tough times?  

2. Name one thing you can start doing today to Know Jesus more 

fully. 

 

Commentary 
This Gospel is an indirect response to the questions: How many 
will be saved? Rather than offering a direct answer, Jesus says, 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13#50013027-m
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13#50013028-n
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13#50013029-o
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13#50013030-p
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/13?22#50013022
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/13?30#50013030
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/13?18#50013018
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/13?21#50013021
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/13?24#50013024
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/13?25#50013025
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/13?26#50013026
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/13?29#50013029
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/14?15#50014015
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/14?24#50014024


 

 

“First, don’t assume the road to salvation is easy. Come through 
the narrow gate and don’t bring a lot of baggage. Second, you 
may be surprised by those who get in and those who do not.” St. 
Augustine once said, “Many whom the Church has, God does not 
have. Many whom God has, the Church does not have.” Insiders 
will be kept out, outsiders will be brought in. While all are 
invited to salvation, not all will respond. And our response needs 
to be more than a casual interest in Jesus. Name-dropping (“I’m 
the son of Abraham”) will not get us in. Neither will membership 
in a church (“We sat at your table”), nor being from the same 
town do it (“You preached in our streets”). We may know the 
teachings of Jesus, but not follow them. 
 
IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK? 
 
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER -   The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom 
Wednesday, Aug 21   6:30 – 8:00pm 
Weekly on Wednesday 
Zoom Meeting 

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 
meeting. 
 
Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting 
Time: Aug 21, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
         
 

 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your 
calendar system. 
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXq
NBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-
jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__


 

 

 
Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajV
peEtKU0hJQT09 

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618 
Passcode: 280607  

 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09

