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Wednesday July 16 for the Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER: Thank you, Lord, for gathering us together to share
life in the context of listening to your Word. Help us to grow in the grace
and ministry of hospitality. Help us to listen well to your Word and to
always be ready to extend hospitality especially to the stranger and to the
person in need

e In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”

e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your
notice.

e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a
few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 10:38-42

Martha and Mary.

2382 As they continued their journey he entered a village where a woman
whose name was Martha welcomed him.

39 She had a sister named Mary [who] sat beside the Lord at his feet
listening to him speak.

40 Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said, “Lord, do
you not care that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? Tell her
to help me.”

41 The Lord said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and
worried about many things.

42* There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it
will not be taken from her.”


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?38
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?1#50010038-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?1#50010038-a
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?1#50010039-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?1#50010042-1

Notes

* [10:38—-42] The story of Martha and Mary further illustrates the
importance of hearing the words of the teacher and the concern with
women in Luke.

* [10:39] Sat beside the Lord at his feet: it is remarkable for first-century
Palestinian Judaism that a woman would assume the posture of a disciple
at the master’s feet (see also Lk 8:35; Acts 22:3), and it reveals a
characteristic attitude of Jesus toward women in this gospel (see Lk 8:2—-3).

* [10:42] There is need of only one thing: some ancient versions read,
“there is need of few things”; another important, although probably
inferior, reading found in some manuscripts is, “there is need of few things,
or of one.”

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING

1. When you have a problem with someone (Martha) do you tend to speak
to that person yourself or do you tend to complain about the person to
someone else?

2. Do you tend to be more like Martha or Mary? How can you integrate
prayer with action?

Commentary

Scholars like to point out the placement of this story in Luke’s Gospel. It
comes immediately on the heels of the Parable of the Good Samaritan,
which highlights the “action-dimension” of the Christian life. This story is
intended to balance that by highlighting the “contemplative dimension.”
The story is not intended to be a put-down on Martha and her attention to
the practical details of hospitality. Without the Marthas of this world, Jesus
may not have gotten anything to eat, and the dirty dishes would have all
piled up in the kitchen. Having said that, Martha needs to learn that even
more important than the practical details of hospitality, is sitting at the feet
of Jesus to listen to his words. The “better part” is to be devoted to Christ
above all things and to be his faithful disciple, which in reality will involve


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/10?38#50010038
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/10?42#50010042
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/10?39#50010039
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/8?35#50008035
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/22?3#52022003
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/8?2#50008002
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/8?3#50008003
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/10?42#50010042

both listening to Jesus and acting on his Word. In the Christian life, we are
called to integrate the active and contemplative dimensions of our
spirituality. We go from prayer to action and from action to prayer, and
hope that our action will also be a prayer. We need to integrate the Martha
and Mary dimensions of our Christian life.

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, July 16 6:30 — 7:30pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: July 16, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your
calendar system.

Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosE923wHRo0szXq
NBSkCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-
jwpiFdj oPzwiNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFANNU1NajV
peEtKUohJQTo9

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09




