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Wednesday May 28 for the Solemnity of the Ascension of the
Lord

OPENING PRAYER: God our Father, make us joyful in the Ascension of
your Son Jesus Christ. May we follow him into the new creation, for his
Ascension is our glory and our hope. We ask this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever. Amen.

e In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”

e Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your
notice.

e A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage. Afterwards, we have a
few minutes of silent reflection.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Luke 24:46-53

46% And he said to them,¥ “Thus it is written that the Messiah would suffer
and rise from the dead on the third day

47 and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his
name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.z

48 You are witnesses of these things.2

49 And [behold] I am sending the promise of my Father? upon you; but stay
in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

50¢ Then he led them [out] as far as Bethany, raised his hands, and blessed
them.

51 As he blessed them he parted from them and was taken up to heaven.

52 They did him homage and then returned to Jerusalem with great joy,d

53 and they were continually in the temple praising God.=


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24?46
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024046-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024046-y
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024047-z
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024048-a
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024049-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024049-b
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024050-c
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024052-d
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/24#50024053-1

Notes
* [24:49] The promise of my Father: i.e., the gift of the holy Spirit.

* [24:50—53] Luke brings his story about the time of Jesus to a close with
the report of the ascension. He will also begin the story of the time of the
church with a recounting of the ascension. In the gospel, Luke recounts the
ascension of Jesus on Easter Sunday night, thereby closely associating it
with the resurrection. In Acts 1:3, 9—11; 13:31 he historicizes the ascension
by speaking of a forty-day period between the resurrection and the
ascension. The Western text omits some phrases in Lk 24:51, 52 perhaps to
avoid any chronological conflict with Acts 1 about the time of the ascension.

* [24:53] The Gospel of Luke ends as it began (Lk 1:9), in the Jerusalem
temple

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING

1. After the Ascension, the disciples returned to Jerusalem to await the
coming of the Holy Spirit. What new or fresh outpouring of the Holy
Spirit do you desire at this time for your parish and for yourself?

2. Jesus’ last message to his disciples was to commission them to
evangelize every creature. To what extent is your parish faithful to
this great commission? How faithful are you? How can both you and
your parish carry out more faithfully this commission of Jesus?

3. Can you share an ascension story from your life, a time when you
were “lifted up” from pain to healing or hope?

Commentary

The end of Luke’s Gospel contains his first account of the Ascension, which
is presented here as occurring on Easter Sunday. The risen Lord shows the
Apostles how the Scriptures had foretold that the Christ would suffer and
rise again. Jesus also gives them a mission (the proclamation of repentance
and forgiveness of sins) and promises to send the Holy Spirit to them. They
return in joy to Jerusalem to await the Spirit. Luke shows that “the time of


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/24?49#50024049
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/24?50#50024050
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/24?53#50024053
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/1?3#52001003
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/1?9#52001009
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/1?11#52001011
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/13?31#52013031
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/24?51#50024051
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/24?52#50024052
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/1?#52001000
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/24?53#50024053
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/1?9#50001009

Israel” has yielded to “the time of Christ.” Now, “the time of Christ” is to
yield to “the time of the Church.” The Word of salvation will go forth from
Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. Luke tells us about that in his second
book, Acts of the Apostles. The Ascension is seen as the culmination of
Jesus’ life and the start of the Church’s mission. Jesus’ Ascension into
heaven When we hear the phrase “took his seat at the right hand of God,” it
is not intended to paint heaven as some place in the sky where Jesus is
seated by God’s right hand. The phrase is intended to convey that Jesus, the
glorified Christ, is Lord of the universe and is equal in power and dignity to
God the Father. From there, he constantly intercedes for us with his Father.

The Ascension event concludes Jesus’ ministry on earth. It brought his
human body and soul into the Trinity. As a result of the Ascension, the
second Person of the Trinity is forever human as well as divine.

The Ascension event does not mean that Jesus has abandoned us. The last
words of Matthew’s Gospel have Jesus saying: “Know that I will be with you
always until the end of time.” Jesus is present to us through the Holy Spirit,
in and through the liturgical celebrations of our Church, and wherever two
or three are gathered in his name

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?

IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?

CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer

Bible Sharing Parish Hall and Zoom
Wednesday, May 28 6:30 — 7:30pm
Weekly on Wednesday

Zoom Meeting

Description: Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: May 28, 2025 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your



calendar system.

Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZolduisqDosEg23wHRo0szXq
NBSkCL570RPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5G0oj4d-
jwpiFdj oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY

Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFANNU1NajV

peEtKUohJQTo9

Meeting ID: 811 6265 5618
Passcode: 280607


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0lduisqD0sE923wHRoszXqNBSkCL57ORPg/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhpjorHtKTthCORpx5Goj4d-jwpiFdj_oPzwjNMS9AeDvnGMBxOZFTRY__
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09

