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 In a memorable scene from the movie Gladiator (2000) the hero finds himself a 
slave and is forced to become a gladiator to fight other slaves. He kills four or five other 
attackers in a matter of seconds. The crowd was expecting a long fight and stared in 
silent shock. The hero screams at them, “Are you not entertained?”  That question 
comes to mind when people tell me they get nothing out of Mass, as if that is the 
purpose of worship: namely, that we be entertained. Some non-denominational mega-
churches provide a production more spectacular than Broadway & comparable to a Rock 
Concert.   
 
 Did you know that providing amusement for the people is nowhere spoken of in 
the Scriptures as a function of the Church? Jesus never said, "Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature-and provide amusement for those who do not relish  
hard words.” Jesus says, “You are the salt of the world"-not sugar candy; something the 
world will spit out - not swallow.  
 
         Had Jesus introduced more bright and pleasant elements into His teaching, He 
would have been more popular. When "many of His disciples turned back and no longer 
followed Him," I do not hear Him say: "Run after these people, Peter, and tell them we 
will have a different style of service tomorrow; something short and attractive with little 
preaching. We will have a pleasant evening for the people. Tell them they will be sure to 
enjoy it! Be quick, Peter, we must get the people somehow!" No! Jesus pitied sinners, 
sighed and wept over them - but never sought to amuse them.  
 
 Tommy Walker writes: “When we worship, the invisible God is at work  
doing invisible and powerful things. We get realigned, refreshed, and refueled; we find 
unspeakable joy and indescribable peace. We discover the breakthrough strength of 
God, which enables us to walk in the truth, live in His presence, and see Him fight our 
battles for us. It is how we can put the beauty of the Gospel on display, receive His many 
blessings and at the same time be a blessing to the world.” True worship is not 
entertainment, but a blessing.   
_______________________________________________________ 

Phone: Office (304) 744-5523       Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.          
Email     pjw424@gmail.com 
Parish website    https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org 
Faith in West Virginia   https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/   
This Sunday’s Readings   https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/081025.cfm 
   
FlockNote (update your information in our database and sign up for online giving) 
     https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/ 
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Announcements and Reminders 
 
LEARNING ABOUT and/or BECOMING CATHOLIC: There will be an informal 
meeting for anybody who may be interested in learning more about the Catholic Church 
with the possibility of becoming Catholic on Sunday, August 10, between the Masses 
(10:15 am). We will gather in Room 5.  Bring a neighbor, family member, or friend. We 
are all called “to make disciples.”  
 
We will gather together for the Holy Day, the ASSUMPTION of the BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY on Friday, August 15 with Masses at noon and 6:00pm. After the 
noon Mass, we will have a LUNCH BUNCH meal together in the parish hall.  Bring a 
side dish, salad, or dessert to share – and a friend! 
 
CELEBRATE DEACON JOHN HANNA’S (and Arlene) 40th ANNIVERSARY of 
Ordination to the Diaconate on Sunday, August 17 with a PANCAKES and MORE 
BREAKFAST between the Masses (10:10 - 11:11am.  You are encouraged to bring or 
mail a card expressing kudos & thanksgiving and share a favorite memory or more of 
these two remarkable people who are such a significant part of Blessed Sacrament 
Parish history. Possibilities:  
• “When I think of John . . .” 
• “When I think of Arlene . . .” 
• “I will always remember or treasure when. . .”  
 
POEM    

There is a candle in your heart, 
      ready to be kindled. 
There is a void in your soul, 
      ready to be filled. 
You feel it, don’t you? 
You feel the separation 
      from the Beloved. 
Invite Him to fill you up, 
      embrace the fire. 
Remind those who tell you otherwise that  
      Love 
      comes to you of its own accord,  
      and the yearning for it  
      cannot be learned in any school. 
— Rumi 
 
  



 

 

PRAYER  
 
In my great need for light I look to You.  
Eternal God, help me to feel Your presence  
even when dark shadows fall upon me.  
When my own weakness and the storms of life  
hide You from my sight, help me to know  
that You have not deserted me.  
Uphold me with the comfort of Your love!  
Give me trust, O God, give me peace, and give me light.  
May my heart find its rest in You.  
— Israel Mattuck 
 
MYSTIC MORSELS  Saint John Vianney (1786-1859) 
 
• The soul hungers for God, and nothing but God can satiate it. Therefore, He came to 

dwell on earth and assumed a Body in order that this Body might become the Food for 
our souls. 

• You can pray by putting yourself quite simply in touch with God. When one finds 
nothing more to say to Him but just knows He is there – that in itself is the best of 
prayers.  

• Love of our neighbor consists of three things: to desire the greater good everyone; to 
do what good we can when we can; to bear, excuse, and hide other’s faults. 

 
WIT, WHIMSY, and WHATEVER 
 
European Heaven is where: All the cops are British, All the wine is French, All the cars 
are German, All the lovers are Italian, the weather is Greek, and everything is organized 
by the Swiss.  
European Hell is where: All the cops are French, All the wine is German, All the cars are 
Greek, All the lovers are Swiss, the weather is British, and everything is organized by the 
Italians 

 
Did you hear what happened to Chef Boyardee? 
He pasta way.  
He just ran out of Thyme. 
We cannoli say so much.  
His legacy will become a pizza history.  
 

 

 
 


