
      

 
 

August 24, 2025 
We, Blessed Sacrament Parish, are a Christ-Centered Community, 

Committed to Worship the Father, Committed to Respond to the Spirit’s Gifts, 
Committed to Loving Service to All God’s People. 

 
Mass Times & Intentions  

Day  Date  Time    Intention  

Saturday 08/23 5:00 pm + Marietta Fenton by John and Arlene Hanna 

Sunday  8/24 9:00 am  + Father Paul Kersey by John and Mary Ellen Providenti 

   11:30 am   People of Our Parish 

Monday  08/25    

Tuesday  08/26    

Wednesday  08/27 Noon + Sam Tallarico by John and Mary Ellen Providenti 

Thursday  08/28 Noon + John Arrigoni by Susan Bowyer 

Friday 08/29 Noon + Ann Marie Flood by Father Paul 

Saturday  08/30 5:00 pm   Blessings for Patricia & Phil Hickman by Diane Long 

Sunday  08/31 9:00 am  + Nanette Martin by St. John XXIII Pastoral Center Staff 

    11:30 am   People of Our Parish 

 

We Remember in Our Prayers 

Penny B, Richard B, Adam and Emuna Berman, Barbara Breese,  Bo Burdette, Genevieve Chmellik, Mary Cole,  

Elizabeth Coleman, Matthew Crabtree, Anne Dever, Juanita Diehl, Joe Eisel, John Ellison, John Fazio, Bob Galloway,  

Dante Geronilla, Joe Gregg, Jane Ann Grishaber, Brad Grishaber, Bob & Kathleen Groom, Mary Lou Hammock,  

John & Arlene Hanna, Gary Hoskins, Rob Hrezo, Claire Johnson, Linda Lynch, Louann Lynch-Kelley, Alec Mansfield, 

Rodney & Joyce Mattix, Keith Morgan, Missy Mowrer, Diane Roberts, Bradley Smith, Jean Urecki, Pat Walker,  

Crystal Wharton, Sandy Wheeler 

 

Those who are newly baptized: Quentin Charles Mills and Madeline Jane Witsberger 
 
Those who recently died: Mary Burris, Kathie DeCrease, Mary Alice Gentry,  Joseph Granata, and Barbara Baldy 
 
The families of those who have recently died.  

 

 
 

Mary Burriss, our long-time parishioner (a charter member of our church!) died this week. 
Funeral Mass plans are not yet made. 



 
We will have a prayer quilt for Patricia Winton, Chris Winton's mother, in the gathering space this 
weekend. We invite you to stop before or after Mass to offer a prayer for Therese’s health and 
healing, and to tie a knot in the quilt as a symbol of your prayer and support. Let us surround her 
with love and lift her up in faith. 
 

 

This Week at Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday, August 23 

• Men’s Bible Sharing- 9:00am in Room 5  

• Reconciliation – 4:00pm to 4:30pm in the Reconciliation Room 
 
 
Sunday, August 24 

• Coffee and Cookies between the Masses  

 
Monday, August 25 
 

Tuesday, August 26 (The office will be closed today) 

 
 
Wednesday, August 27 

• Bible Study – 10:00am to 11:30am in Room 5 

• Bible Sharing –6:30pm to 8:00pm in Room 5 

• Zoom Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09  
 
 
Thursday, August 28 
 
Friday, August 29   

 
Saturday, August 30 

• Men’s Bible Sharing- 9:00am in Room 5  

• Reconciliation – 4:00pm to 4:30pm in the Reconciliation Room 
 
 
Sunday, August 31 

• Coffee and Cookies between the Masses  

 
 

 
 

A new database system – and what this means for you 
 

To check your giving history, update your contact information, and 

other neat stuff, go here:   https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com   

There is a two-step verification process, and then you’re in! 
 

         

 

New 

Online Giving through 

FlockNote 

 
Scan this  

Or 

Click this  

https://blessedsacrament37

.flocknote.com/give 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/
https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/give
https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/give


 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
• September 1 
Deadline to register for GriefShare [304-744-5523] 

 
• September 07   
OCIA Begins at 9:00 am in the church 
 

• September 08  
6-7:30 pm Grief Share Group begins in Room 5 
 

• September 14   
10:15-11:15 am Orientation: Faith Formation & 
Confirmation groups (see note below about sign-ups) 
 

• September 14  
10:15-11:15 am Opening the Holy Door Book 
Study/Discussion Rm 2 
 

• September 21  
Faith Formation Classes & Confirmation Group begin 
10:15-11:15. 
 

• September 21 — Church History Video/Discussion 
Series continues between the  Sunday Masses in the 
Parish Hall.  

 
 
Sign-Ups for Youth Faith Formation  
and Confirmation 
 
Please note your interest in faith formation classes for your 
children by signing up in the gathering area.  
 
This year we will have a Confirmation class for youth in 
grades 7-12. 

 

 
Our first gathering will be on Monday, September 
8, 6:00-7:30PM in Room 5. If you are suffering 
the pain of grief from the loss of a loved one, 
consider attending the first several sessions, then 
decide if this workshop is for you. Also, personal 
sharing is optional; no one is required to share. 
Listening is the most essential part of our time 
together. 
 

If you have any questions, you are encouraged to 
contact one of the team members 
 

-Pam Counsil, Team Leader, 734-664-1527 or 
pamcounsil@yahoo.com 
-Ro DeBias, 304-382-3359 or rodebias@aol.com 
-Missy Mowrer, 304-545-4776 or granmissy@gmailcom 
-Jeanne Haas, 304-382-2631or 
haasjeanne@hotmail.com 
-Debbie Burdette, 304-545-6917 or Dburdette23@gmail 
 

 
Volunteers Needed! 
 

The Hospice Heart-to-Home Charity Shop is in need of 
volunteers to work in the charity shop and/or to sort 
donations. The store is located near its main office at 
1606 Kanawha Boulevard, West. Shifts are three hours 
from 10am-1pm or from 1pm-4pm. The shop is open 
Mondays through Fridays and you can sign up for shifts 
at your convenience. If interested, please contact Alexis 
Burke at 304-768-8523.  

 

 
 

 
____________________ Special Collection – Gaza Relief Efforts – September 6/7 __________________ 

In response to the urgent need for humanitarian aid in Gaza, Bishop Mark E. Brennan has asked for a special 
collection to support relief efforts in the region.  

Funds collected will be sent to The Catholic Near East Welfare Association and Catholic Relief Services, both 
reliable Catholic charitable organizations who are already working on the ground to provide emergency 
humanitarian assistance. 

Please prayerfully consider participating in this mission of compassion and mercy. Please make checks out to 
Blessed Sacrament Church and note “Gaza Relief” in the memo line.  

mailto:haasjeanne@hotmail.com


 
LEARNING ABOUT and/or BECOMING CATHOLIC:  
A group is being formed for anybody who may be interested in learning more about the Catholic Church with the 
possibility of becoming Catholic.  It will meet on Sunday mornings beginning in the church at 9am on September 
7. Following the scripture readings, the group will be dismissed to Room 5 for discussion and sharing, breakfast, a 
teaching, and prayer. Please contact Deacon Tommy Ross by phone or text (304) 590-5003 or Email tross@dwc.org 
 

 

 

 

  

mailto:tross@dwc.org


(Last Sunday we celebrated Deacon John (and Arlene) Hanna’s 40th Anniversary of his ordination to the Diaconate. Mary Odin 
submitted a poem that was read aloud at the reception. Here it is:) 
 

Arlene and Deacon Hanna 
  

by Mary Odin 
  

(with apologies to William Makepeace Thackeray) 
  

There lived a man in days of yore. 
A solemn face he often wore, 
While reading gospels and much more, 
  The stoic Deacon Hanna. 
  

We’ve mused upon his curious case, 

We’ve sworn to change his serious face, 
But stone-like it remains in place, 
 On stoic Deacon Hanna. 
  

The Deacon has a lovely wife 
Whose patience lets her share his life 
With humor and with little strife, 
 The stalwart Arlene Hanna. 
  

She bakes and stitches, out and in, 
All day we see her toil and spin. 
With sewing and with rolling pin, 
  The generous Arlene Hanna. 
  

But right and left, and round about, 
The Deacon struggles to be stout. 
Alas, the truth will always out: 
  The mischievous Deacon Hanna. ;) 
  

For years, their efforts never slack, 
For years, they twist and twirl and tack, 
We love them to the moon and back, 
Arlene and Deacon Hanna.   

  
 

Garden Notes: 
You're invited to a garden meeting! We have two sessions with the same agenda: 

 

• Wednesday, September 3rd, 2025, at 9:00 AM 
• Sunday, September 7th, after the 11:30 AM Mass. 

 

We’ll meet at the shed on the garden property. (For the Sunday Meeting if it is over 85 degrees outside we will meet in the parish hall.) 

Here’s what we’ll talk about: 
 

❖ The shed and what supplies we should have for gardening 
❖ Planting, maintenance, and harvesting in the Cross Beds 
❖ Flower placement in the center of the Cross Beds (see attached design idea) 
❖ A quick chat about ideas for the Marian Garden (not starting on it yet, just brainstorming) 

 

Let me know which time works best for you.  (mrpatton965@gmail.com or If rain delays us, I’ll let you know. 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Additional Garden Note: Several plants have been donated to the garden. For the next two weeks, all empty 
containers will be stored outside the Parish Hall kitchen door, near the trash cans. If you would like to retrieve 
your container, please do so within this time frame. After two weeks, any remaining containers will be recycled. 
Thank you! 

mailto:mrpatton965@gmail.com


SAINT OF THE WEEK :  Saint Augustine    August 28 
 

St. Augustine was born in 354.  He lived a loose and lazy life early on.  It was through the prayers, fasting 
and alms giving of his mother, St. Monica, that he was eventually converted to Christianity, and baptized.  
In the summer of 386, in reading the life of St. Anthony of the Desert, he was greatly inspired.  He went 
through a profound crisis leading him to convert to the Catholic Faith, abandoned his career of teaching 
in Milan, gave up his idea of marriage, and devoted himself entirely to serving God and to the practices 

of priesthood, including celibacy.  According to Augustine, his conversion was prompted by a  “Childlike 

voice” he heard telling him in a singsong voice,  “take up and read”.   
 

Augustine sold his patrimony and gave the money to the poor.  The only think he kept was the family house, which he 
converted into a monastic foundation for himself and a group of friends.  In 391, he was ordained a Priest in Hippo Regius, 
now Algeria.  He became a famous preacher and theologian.  There are more than 350 of his sermons preserved to date, and 
are believed to be authentic.    In 395, he was made Bishop of Hippo.  He remained in this position until his death in 430.   
 

Sometimes the life  “we” choose for ourselves, is not always the life that God chooses for us.  The life of St. Augustine is a 
great example of that.  He spent his youth in a carefree style, and paid little attention to God or Christianity.  It was through 
his studies, and the constant prayers of his mother, St. Monica, that he had a profound conversion.  He went on to be 
baptized, ordained a Priest, and elected Bishop of Hippo.  He spent his life serving God, building up the Church, and 
converting the people in his care.  What more can one do, but to search for God in many areas, finding Him, and then 

dedicating one’s life to serve Him?  St. Augustine’s life and example lays that out, and how to overcome the struggles that we 
still face today.  One would be wise to study his life, follow his example, and then call upon him when we need assistance.  
Saint Augustine is a Patron Saint of printers, brewers, theologians, diocesan priests. 
source : https://www.newmanministry.com/saints/saint-augustine 

 

Spiritual Icebreakers and Soup Starters  161 
Icebreakers give us something to talk about. Soup starters make for a good beginning.   

PRAYER  

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. 
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. 
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. 
—  Saint Augustine  (354-430) 
 

STORY  A mystery to be experienced, not a problem to be solved 

One of the greatest Christian thinkers and writers was St. Augustine who lived in the 4th century.  When he was 
working on his book The Trinity he had a dream that he was walking along the.  He met a little boy who had dug a 
hole in the sand and was running back and forth from the ocean to the hole with a bucket, continuously pouring 
water into the hole.  The saint asked the child what he was doing.  The boy told him that he was going to put the 
ocean into the hole.  Saint Augustine laughed and said, “That’s impossible!”  The boy answered, “It is more possible 
for me to put all the water of this ocean into this hole, than it is for you to fully understand the Trinity.” 
  
POEM 

People are searching for so much  
and never find enough,  
but I am content  
because I look  for only one thing.  
And you have so much to do 
but I have only one work:  
that, in silence, I talk to Jesus  
and listen to what he has to say. 
— Gerhard Teersteegen (1697-1969) 
 

https://www.newmanministry.com/saints/saint-augustine


MYSTIC MORSELS by Saint Augustine (354-430) 

• The Holy Scriptures are our letters from home. 

• God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.  

• God's love is unconditional. Be sure that yours is too! 

• At the Eucharist we receive what we are and we become what we receive. 

• Wrong is wrong even if everybody is doing it, &  right is right even if nobody is doing it 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
MANNA MEAL/KROGER 

PICK UP SCHEDULE 

 
AUGUST 

August 26 Don Becher 
August 27 Don Becher 

 



Liturgical Ministries – August 23 & 24 

 
5:00pm 9:00am 11:30am 

Lectors J Deegan P Counsil R Brennan 

Altar Servers C & V Stricker J & J Carpenter C Counsil 

Principal T Witsberger T Mathias J Lilly 

Eucharistic Ministers 
N Zellers 
M P Peck 

R Plutro 
M Hayes 

C & P Counsil 

Communion 
to the Sick 

 
S Bowyer 

 M Summey 
 

Greeters/Ushers  The Young Family 
W Miller 
J Tridico 

M B Abbot  
T Greene 

 

Liturgical Ministries – August 30 & 31 

 
5:00pm 9:00am 11:30am 

Lectors J Priestley D Burgess F Maramba 

Altar Servers C Counsil M Mathias F & P Maramba 

Principal J McGarrity T Mathias R Brennan 

Eucharistic Ministers 
R DeBias 
 M P Peck 

A Bradley 
J Aluise 

J Knox 
 J Midkiff 

Communion 
to the Sick 

 
A Bradley 
 T Aluise 

 

Greeters/Ushers 
D Lewia 

 M Habenschuss 
N & D McLaughlin The Crane Family 

 

 

 

31 Club this week 31 Club members commit to praying for vocations one day each month. 
 

Sun  08/24 Mary Ellen Providenti 

Mon  08/25 Elaine King  / Todd Witsberger /  Tina McCready / Melissa Coleman 

Tue  08/26 Kelley Endres / John Wharton 

Wed 08/27 Fr.  John Finnell / Joan Wilson 

Thu  08/28 Bernie Mabe /  Smithberger Family / Edd McDevitt 

Fri  08/29 Irene Galloway /  Therese Cox 

Sat  08/30 Jim Scharf  / Jack Dever   

 



Resources for The Way – A Retreat for Survivors of Abuse 
 
As the Church continues to minister to all survivors of abuse, the Archdiocese of Washington is offering retreats 
for survivors. The archdiocese will offer a women’s retreat on Sept.19-21,2025 and April 25—26, 2026. In 
partnership with the Archdiocese of Atlanta, a men’s retreat will be held June 12-14, 2026. This retreat is an 
occasion for survivors to reflect on God’s plan for their lives and for healing through prayer and the sacraments. 
For more information go to https://adw.org/the-way-retreat/. To register email mcdonaldd@adw.org . 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Will I have to talk about the details of my abuse in a group setting? 

Answer: No. There will be times during the retreat where you have the opportunity to talk to others, but you are 
not required to share about your abuse. The retreat focuses on opportunities for prayer through scripture and the 
Passion of Christ, God’s original plan for you, Reconciliation, and Mass 

I am not a victim of clergy sexual abuse can I still come? 

Answer: Yes! This day is for anyone who has been abused in any way by anyone. You are not taking a spot from 
someone else who needs it … YOU need it …we are here for you. 

Is there a fee for the retreat? 

No. There is no fee or cost associated with this opportunity. 

 

 

15 Years. One Community. Countless Challenges 
For 15 years, Chef’s Challenge has brought our community together 

for an unforgettable evening of food and fellowship. Local celebrity 

chefs take on the unique challenge of preparing a multi-course, 

gourmet meal inspired by the simple ingredients that we stock on 

our pantry shelves and that we grow right here in our garden. This 

year the culinary creations will be homegrown! 
 

This event is a celebration of the resilience and resourcefulness of our staff, volunteers, and donors that support the mission 

of Covenant House. But the true challenge lies in responding to a growing crisis. Across the greater Kanawha Valley, families 

are facing higher food and housing costs, and the funding needed to address those issues continues to fall short. 
 

Covenant House meets these challenges with resolve. Every day, we provide food, shelter, and healthcare to those 

experiencing hardship, and we do it with dignity, compassion, and community support. 
 

On Tuesday, September 23, join us at the Charleston Coliseum and Convention Center for a one-of-a-kind culinary 

experience. Your presence helps ensure that we can continue to offer critical services during a time when the demand for 

support has never been higher. 
 

This year’s event will feature an incredible lineup of chefs and the presence of Chef Paul Smith, who will serve as our emcee 

for the evening. 
 

Together, we can meet this moment and create meaningful change. 

Ticket donation = $125  

For more information or a link to purchase tickets, please contact jackielilly@gmail.com or the Covenant House (304) 344-

8053 or adouglas@wvcovenanthouse.org 
 

https://wvcovenanthouse.org/chefs-challenge-2025/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=a98be5dd-426a-433a-b1e9-

2b08c52c3674 

 

 

mailto:jackielilly@gmail.com
mailto:adouglas@wvcovenanthouse.org
https://wvcovenanthouse.org/chefs-challenge-2025/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=a98be5dd-426a-433a-b1e9-2b08c52c3674
https://wvcovenanthouse.org/chefs-challenge-2025/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=a98be5dd-426a-433a-b1e9-2b08c52c3674


 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
  



Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church  

305 E St  

South Charleston, WV 25303  

www.blessedsacramentwv.org  

Phone: (304) 744-5523  

E-mail: BSCCWV@gmail.com  

Our parish office is open Monday and Wednesday-Friday from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The South entrance doors are 
unlocked during office hours.  

The North entrance doors are unlocked on days that there is a Mass.  

 

Second Collections - cash, envelopes, or checks made out to Blessed Sacrament  

may be placed in a marked box in the Gathering Space. 

 

    

 

https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/give 

 

Give Trees Online To support Blessed Sacrament (all 

funds raised will go to our Garden Project), click here:  

https://blessedsacramentwv.givetrees.online/cause/give-a-

tree/       

or click on the QR code: 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Wharton   
E-mail: pjw424@gmail.com  
Cell Phone: 304-433-7472  

(For emergencies only after 8:00pm)  
  

Deacons 
Deacon Tony O’Leary - cell:  304-395-6208 / 

 email: aoleary@dwc.org 
 

 Deacon Tommy Ross – cell:  304-590-5003 /  
email: tross@dwc.org  

Office Manager:  
Natalie Zellers  
304-744-5523 

Office E-mail:  
BSCCWV@gmail.com   

Director of Religious Education  
Mike Granata  

E-mail: mikegranata3@gmail.com  
Phone: 304-561-8063  

Acting Director: Theresa O’Leary 
mtoleary93@gmail.com 

Music & Youth Director:  
Mary Odin  

E-mail: wmodin@frontier.com  
Phone: 304-767-9479    

 
Parish Therapy Cat  

Walter  
Email:  WalterCatechist@gmail.com   

Blessed Sacrament Parish Pastoral Council:   

Terry Mathias, facilitator; Rick Brennan, David Brown, Rachel Crane, Jamie Knox, David Lewia,  
Molly Linehan-Belcher, Dan McLaughlin, Jonathan Perry,  John Priestley, Ryan Walter 

 

 St. Paul Catholic Radio - WLUX-AM 1450 Charleston/Dunbar  

   
How to Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children  
  
The Diocese encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 

abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 

civil authorities, you may also report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel or volunteers of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, by 

contacting one of the Bishop’s designees 1311 Byron St., PO Box 230, Wheeling, WV 26003 Fax: 304.233.4086 Phone 304.230.1504 at 888.434.6237 or 

304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 

304.230.1504. You may also visit www.dwc.org, under “Accountability” for additional reporting mechanisms.” 

http://www.blessedsacramentwv.org/
https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/give
https://blessedsacramentwv.givetrees.online/cause/give-a-tree/
https://blessedsacramentwv.givetrees.online/cause/give-a-tree/
mailto:aoleary@dwc.org
mailto:tross@dwc.org
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/bspwv

