
 

 

Blessed Sacrament Parish 
Weekly Email - August 1, 2025 

 
 From the book, Jesus in the Eucharist, a story is told about a Moslem Scholar 
who proposed three questions to a bishop. He first asked, “How is it possible that the 
bread and wine can become the Body and Blood of Christ?” The bishop answered, “You 
are constantly changing the food you eat and the liquid you drink into blood cells to 
build up your body. So why should it be difficult for Almighty God to change bread and 
wine into Christ’s Body and Blood?” 
 
 So, he put a second question, “But how is it possible for Christ, to be present in 
such a small host?” the bishop answered, “Your eye is very small but with one glance it 
takes in the whole panorama of sky, mountains and fields and fit them into your little 
eye. Why then should it be difficult to Christ to be present in such a small host?” 
 
 The third time the Moslem persisted, “But how is it possible for Christ to be 
present in all the host in every church and chapel at the same time?” the bishop 
answered again, “If you look into a large mirror you see yourself entirely only once.  But 
if you smash the mirror, you see yourself in a hundred pieces of the mirror at the same 
time. Why should it be impossible for the Lord God to make Himself present in 
thousands of host all over the world at the same time? For God nothing is impossible.” 

 Truly, Jesus is present in every consecrated host and in every particle of a host 
that can still be considered bread in appearance. Jesus is truly present in every drop of 
consecrated wine. Consecrated hosts remain the Body of Christ.  They are stored in a 
Tabernacle. This also is why the priest, deacon, or Eucharistic Ministers carefully 
purifies the communion plate, ciborium and chalice after giving out Holy Communion. 
The particles are placed in the chalice and consume with the ablution of water. 

 Once again on this First Friday August 1 at 6pm, Blessed Sacrament Parish will 
have one hour of Eucharistic Adoration, ending with Benediction at 7pm. Spend some 
time (a few minutes or an entire hour in the presence of the Lord, pray, meditate, read 
Sacred Scripture or Spiritual Reading, and speak to Jesus as a friend. 
_______________________________________________________ 

Phone: Office (304) 744-5523       Fr. Paul’s Cellphone: (304) 433-7472.          
Email     pjw424@gmail.com 
Parish website    https://www.blessedsacramentwv.org 
Faith in West Virginia   https://faithinwv.org/latest-bulletin/   
This Sunday’s Readings   https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/080325.cfm 
__________________________________________________________ 
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Headlines and Happenings 
One of the Spiritual Works of Mercy is helping people in and around a funeral. 
Parishioners are always welcome, and are encouraged, to join in any funeral Mass 
celebration. 
In the next week, there will be two funeral Masses at Blessed Sacrament. 
 
Kathie DeCrease 
Saturday, August 2 - Visitation: Noon - 2:00pm. Funeral: 2:00pm 
 
Barbara Baldy 
Visitation: Tuesday, August 5, 5 - 7:00pm at Snodgrass Funeral Home (rosary at 6:40pm) 
Funeral: Wednesday, August 6 at 11:00am.   

 
LEARNING ABOUT and/or BECOMING CATHOLIC: There will be an informal 
meeting if anybody who may be interested in learning more about the Catholic Church 
with the possibility of becoming Catholic on Sunday August 10 between the Masses 
10:15 am. We will gather in Room 5.  Bring a neighbor, family member, or friend. We 
are all called “to make disciples.” (Matthew 28: 19) Contact Deacon Tommy Ross at 
(304) 590-5003 or tross@dwc.org or Fr. Paul Wharton at (304) 433-7472 
or pjw424@gmail.com 

 

CELEBRATE DEACON JOHN HANNA’S (and Arlene) 40th ANNIVERSARY of 
Ordination to the Diaconate on Sunday August 17 with a PANCAKES and MORE 
Breakfast between the Masses (10:10 - 11:11am.  You are encouraged to bring or mail a 
card expressing kudos & thanksgiving and share a favorite memory or more of these two 
remarkable people who are such a significant part of Blessed Sacrament Parish history. 
 

AND ANOTHER THING 

Today’s Gospel reading about big harvests and bigger barns reminds us that idolatry  
doesn’t always come in the form of a graven image or a demon god.  
Idolatry isn’t always accompanied by ominous music and a whiff of sulfur.  
It doesn’t always look exotic, or ugly, or monstrously evil.  
Only in movies does it arrive clattering on cloven hoofs.  
 
Sometimes, idolatry comes as simply as the summer corn   
and the winter wheat and in the overwhelming pride of ownership.  
Idolatry means that we honor something — like our own efforts — in place of God.  
It means we elevate ourselves, our possessions, our talents,  
believing that we are in control and these things are more important than God.  
 
In the end, these idols don’t make us independent 
just as bigger barns don’t make us rich, no matter how full we can stuff them.   
Learning this is the start of true wisdom.   
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— Susan Fleming McGurgan  
 
PRAYER 
 
Disturb us, O Lord 
when we are too well-pleased with ourselves 
when our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little, 
because we sailed too close to the shore. 
Disturb us, O Lord 
when with the abundance of things we possess, 
we have lost our thirst for the water of life 
when, having fallen in love with time, 
we have ceased to dream of eternity 
and in our efforts to build a new earth, 
we have allowed our vision of Heaven to grow dim. 
Stir us, O Lord 
to dare more boldly, to venture into wider seas 
where storms show Thy mastery, 
where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars. 
In the name of Him who pushed back the horizons of our hopes 
and invited the brave to follow. Amen 
— Desmond Tutu (1931-2021) 
 
WIT, WHIMSY, and WHATEVER  
 
An elderly woman was on a flight and was sitting beside a rich, young businessman. 
After the in-flight meal, she took out her Holy Bible and started her devotions. The 
businessman glanced at her and said, “Do you really believe all that stuff in the Bible is 
true?” "Well, yes, as a matter of fact I do," said the old lady. "Yeah, right..." the man 
scoffed, "like... what's that guy's name... the one who got swallowed by a whale..." "You 
mean Jonah?" "Yeah, Jonah.  Do you actually believe he could have survived for three 
days in the belly of a fish?" "Yes. I don't know how,” she replied, "but I can ask him 
when I see him in Heaven someday." Feeling smart, the young man said: "OK, but what 
if he's not in Heaven because he went to Hell?" "Then you can ask him yourself when 
you get there,” replied the old lady calmly. 

 
MYSTIC MORSELS  
 
August 2 is the Feast of St.  Peter Faber (1506-1546). Here are 3 of his Mystic Morsels: 
• Take care, take care, never to close your heart to anyone. 
• I want to seek and beg these two things:       

 To be loved by God and his saints and to love God and his saints.  
• Seek grace in the smallest things, and you will find also grace     

 to accomplish, to believe in, and to hope for the greatest things. 
 
 

PLEASE KNOW and REMEMBER  



 

 

 
I will NEVER ask anyone to buy gift cards for me to give away. 
I will NEVER  be stuck in a foreign country since I have no Passport.  
I will ONLY send you an email from pjw424@gmail.com 
I will ONLY text you from my cell phone (304) 433 7472 
NO member of the Blessed Sacrament Parish staff by text or email or another person 
will  EVER ask you to buy gift cards or anything else. Only do so, if he or she asks in 
person and puts the cash in your hand! 
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