Blessed Sacrament Parish
APRIL 25, 2025

When the famed philosopher Diogenes looked intently at a large collection of
human bones piled one on another. Alexander the Great stood nearby and became
curious about what Diogenes was doing. When he asked the old man, the reply was, “I
am searching for the bones of your father, but I cannot seem to distinguish them from
those of the slaves.” Alexander got the point: all are equal in death. Death is the
meeting place of the rich and the poor.

The first time I was aware of the death of the Pope was watching part of the
funeral of Pope John XXIII on June 6, 1963. To tell the truth, I was more upset with
not being able to watch cartoons than with the death of the Pope. There have been many
funerals I have presided over the years. Some were rogues and rascals leaving me
unable to say little or anything personal. It’s been my privilege to celebrate the funerals
of very holy people whom I considered to be saints. In birth and in death we are the
same: beloved sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father.

Perhaps you will watch Pope Francis’ funeral. When a Catholic funeral is
celebrated well, it is very comforting for family, friends, and anyone who mourns a
death. I have been surprised to discover how many people first thought about becoming
Catholic when they came to a funeral in a Catholic Church. We can pray for him without
knowing how our prayers help. We believe they do.

One thing we do well at Blessed Sacrament parish is supporting family members
and friends mourning the loss of a loved one. We support them with our presence at the
visitation and during the Rite of Christian Burial in church, funeral home, or graveside.
Some provide the ministry of helping as ushers, servers, readers, musicians, cantors,
Eucharistic ministers. Others prepare, serve, or clean up a funeral lunch. Helping bury
the dead is a Spiritual Work of Mercy, pleasing to God. If you would like to help,
please let Natalie or me know.

Father Paul
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This Sunday’s Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/042725.cfm
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Live, Local, and Late-breaking

POPE FRANCIS died on Easter Monday. Please include him in your prayers. For more
information about what lies ahead, you can read this excellent article.
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/sede-vacante-what-happens-now-and

Brief PRAYERS for POPE FRANCIS will happen about 10 minutes after each Mass this
weekend April 26-27. There also will be an opportunity to share memories of the Pope, hopes
for the future, or anything that s on your mind.

A FOOD DRIVE for the Coalburg Food Pantry is taking place this weekend and next.
Suggested products can be found in the Gathering Space.

A Prayer by Pope Francis: For Our Earth (from Laudato Si)
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
SO precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. Amen.

MYSTIC MORSEL
The waters have risen and severe storms are upon us,
but we do not fear drowning, for we stand firmly upon a rock.
Let the sea rage, it cannot break the rock.
Let the waves rise, they cannot sink the boat of Jesus.
What are we to fear?
Death? Life to me means Christ, and death is gain.
Exile? The earth and its fullness belong to the Lord.
The confiscation of goods? We brought nothing into this world,
and we shall surely take nothing from it.
I have only contempt for the world s threats, I find its blessings laughable.
I have no fear of poverty, no desire for wealth.
I am not afraid of death nor do I long to live, except for your good.
I concentrate therefore on the present situation,
and I urge you, my friends, to have confidence.
—Saint John Chrysostom (347-407)
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CARBONATED GRACE

There are only two things to worry about, either you are healthy or you are sick.
If you are healthy, then there is nothing to worry about.

But if you are sick there are only two things to worry about, either you will get well or
you will die.

If you get well, then there is nothing to worry about. But if you die there are only two
things to worry about, either you will go to heaven or to hell.

If you go to heaven, then there is nothing to worry about. And if you to go hell, you got
two things to worry about . . . original or extra crispy.



