
      

 
September 07, 2025 

We, Blessed Sacrament Parish, are a Christ-Centered Community, 
Committed to Worship the Father, Committed to Respond to the Spirit’s Gifts, 

Committed to Loving Service to All God’s People. 

 
Mass Times & Intentions  

Day  Date  Time    Intention  

Saturday 09/06 5:00 pm + Jody DeBias by Ro DeBias 

Sunday  09/07 9:00 am  + Dr. George L Hamilton by Beth Boyd 

   11:30 am   People of Our Parish 

Monday  09/08    

Tuesday  09/09    

Wednesday  09/10 Noon + Mary Alice Gentry by Our Parish 

Thursday  09/11 Noon  Blessings for Scott Mowrer by Missy Mowrer 

Friday 09/12 Noon + John E. Mowrer by Missy Mowrer 

Saturday  09/13 5:00 pm  + Nanette Martin by Our Parish 

Sunday  09/14 9:00 am  + Barbara Baldy by Ro DeBias 

    11:30 am    

 

We Remember in Our Prayers 

Penny B, Richard B, Adam and Emuna Berman, Barbara Breese,  Bo Burdette, Genevieve Chmellik, Mary Cole,  

Elizabeth Coleman, Matthew Crabtree, Isabella Dery, Anne Dever, Juanita Diehl, Joe Eisel, John Ellison, John Fazio,  

Bob Galloway, Dante Geronilla, Joe Gregg, Jane Ann Grishaber, Brad Grishaber, Bob & Kathleen Groom,  

Mary Lou Hammock, John & Arlene Hanna, Patti Hickman, Gary Hoskins, Rob Hrezo, Claire Johnson, Linda Lynch,  

Louann Lynch-Kelley, Alec Mansfield, Rodney & Joyce Mattix, Keith Morgan, Missy Mowrer, Diane Roberts, Bradley Smith, 

Jean Urecki, Pat Walker, Crystal Wharton, Sandy Wheeler 

 

Those who recently died: Mary Burris, Kathie DeCrease, Mary Alice Gentry,  Joseph Granata, and Barbara Baldy 
 
The families of those who have recently died.  

 

 
 
We will have a prayer quilt for Tom Kirk in the gathering space this weekend. We invite you to stop 
before or after Mass to offer a prayer for Tom’s health and healing, and to tie a knot in the quilt as a 
symbol of your prayer and support. Let us surround him with love and lift his up in faith. 
 
 

 

 



Eucharistic Adoration for September will be Sunday, September 7 in the main worship space from 5 to 6 
p.m. This date coincides with the canonization of Blessed Carlo Acutis who is remembered for his great 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and Blessed Pier Giorgia Frassati.   Special prayers will be said during 

Adoration for these two soon-to-be Saints of the Church. 
 

This Week at Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday, September 06 

• Men’s Bible Sharing- 9:00am in Room 5  

• Reconciliation – 4:00pm to 4:30pm in the Reconciliation Room 
 
 
Sunday, September 07 

• OCIA Begins at 9:00 am in the church 

• Coffee and Cookies between the Masses  

• Eucharistic Adoration- Exposition is at 5p.m. with song and prayer and 
Benediction is at 6 p.m. 

 
Monday, September 08 

• Grief Share - 6:00-7:30pm in Room 5 
 

Tuesday, September 09 (The office will be closed today) 

• Brown Bag Book Club - 12:00pm to 1:55pm in Room 5 

• BSP Lyres Club in the Worship Space – 5:30pm to 6:30pm 

 

Wednesday, September 10 

• Bible Study – 10:00am to 11:30am in Room 5 

• Bible Sharing –6:30pm to 8:00pm in Room 5 

• Zoom Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09  
 
Thursday, September 11  

• Youth Meeting at Church - 5:00pm to 6:00pm 

• Adult choir rehearsal – 7:00pm 
 

Friday, September 12 

   

Hygiene Weekend 
Saturday, September 13 

• Men’s Bible Sharing- 9:00am in Room 5  

• Reconciliation – 4:00pm to 4:30pm in the Reconciliation Room 
 
Sunday, September 14 

• Coffee and Cookies between the Masses 

• Faith Formation & Confirmation groups - 10:15-11:15 am  

• Opening the Holy Door Book Study/Discussion Rm 2 -10:15-11:15 am  
 

NEWS - BSP Weekly Email 
We will soon Flocknote, our new database system, to send out our weekly email. 
If you do not receive the BSP Weekly Email on Friday, September 19th - and you want to - let Natalie know 
(bsccwv@gmail.com and 304-744-5523) and she will help you sign up.  
 

 

New 

Online Giving through 

FlockNote 

 
Scan this  

Or 

Click this  

https://blessedsacrament37

.flocknote.com/give 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85136740699?pwd=Q2pXLzdzZFdNNU1NajVpeEtKU0hJQT09
https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/give
https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/give


Cologne, Perfumes and Lipstick 
Please apply perfume and cologne lightly (if at all) when 
preparing to come to Mass. 
Ladies, please remember to blot your lipstick before 
drinking from the chalice. 
 
Pictorial Directories - Unclaimed Copies 
If you did not pick up your pictorial directory, please pick it 
up this weekend.  They can be found in the gathering space 

________________________________ 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
• September 07   
OCIA Begins at 9:00 am in the church 

• September 08  
6-7:30 pm Grief Share Group begins in Room 5 

• September 14   
10:15-11:15 am Orientation: Faith Formation & 
Confirmation groups (see note below about sign-ups) 

• September 14  
10:15-11:15 am Opening the Holy Door Book 
Study/Discussion Rm 2 

• September 21  
Faith Formation Classes & Confirmation Group begin 
10:15-11:15. 

• September 21 — Church History Video/Discussion 
Series continues between the  Sunday Masses in the 
Parish Hall.  

 
 
Sign-Ups for Youth Faith Formation  
and Confirmation 
 
Please note your interest in faith formation classes for your 
children by signing up in the gathering area.  
 
This year we will have a Confirmation class for youth in 
grades 7-12. 
 
 

Info about Donation Envelopes  
If you receive donation envelopes, you will notice 

you have a new envelope number when you receive 

the September/October batch of envelopes.  This 

change will help us record donations in our new 

database. 

If you do not wish to receive donation envelopes 

anymore – many people who give to us through online 

methods have done this – let Natalie know: 

bsccwv@gmail.com 

Would you like to receive donation envelopes?  If you 

keep them where you can see them, they can be a handy 

reminder to donate regularly.  You will also receive 

special envelopes for diocesan collections. 

Let Natalie know if you would like to receive envelopes: 
bsccwv@gmail.com 

 
 

 
Deacon Candidates – Encouragement  
The candidates in the current Deacon Formation 
class will celebrate Mass here at Blessed Sacrament 
on Sunday, September 7 at 11:30 a.m.  The 
vocations committee is hosting an informal meet-
and-greet with them following Mass in the 
Gathering Space.  Please take a moment to offer 
them an encouraging word as they continue their 
journey to becoming a permanent deacon in our 
diocese as this class includes our own parishioner, 
John Shawler. 
______________________________________ 

 

Info and Opportunities - Prayer Quilts 
 
On September 28, between the Masses (10:15 – 

11:15am), Erica Bartholow will share information about 

how to help our Prayer Quilt ministry.  (The room has 

not yet been determined.)  Come see how easy it is to 

help, either through purchasing fabric, cutting batting, 

or constructing a whole quilt!  Questions?  Email Erica: 

ebartholow90@gmail.com 

Parishioners can request a prayer quilt for themselves or 

a close family member.  Contact Erica at the above 

email address. 

 

Volunteers Needed - Breakfast Snacks! 
Please sign up in the gathering area to bring breakfast snacks for OCIA meetings, which will take place on Sunday mornings 
this year.    Only simple breakfast-y items are needed: bagels and cream cheese, or doughnuts, or bottles of juice and 
muffins, etc. 

 
 

mailto:bsccwv@gmail.com
mailto:bsccwv@gmail.com
mailto:ebartholow90@gmail.com


 
September 7 
LEARNING ABOUT and/or BECOMING CATHOLIC: A group is being formed for anybody who may be 
interested in learning more about the Catholic Church with the possibility of becoming Catholic.  It will meet on 
Sunday mornings beginning in the church at 9am on September 7. Following the scripture readings, the group 
will be dismissed to Room 5 for discussion and sharing, breakfast, a teaching, and prayer. Please contact Deacon 
Tommy Ross by phone or text (304) 590-5003 or Email tross@dwc.org 
 

 
Our first gathering will be on Monday, September 8, 6:00-7:30PM in Room 5. If you are suffering the pain of 
grief from the loss of a loved one, consider attending the first several sessions, then decide if this workshop is for 
you. Also, personal sharing is optional; no one is required to share. Listening is the most essential part of our time 
together.  If you have any questions, you are encouraged to contact one of the team members 
 

Pam Counsil, Team Leader, 734-664-1527 or pamcounsil@yahoo.com  / Ro DeBias, 304-382-3359 or rodebias@aol.com 
Missy Mowrer, 304-545-4776 or granmissy@gmailcom   /   Jeanne Haas, 304-382-2631or haasjeanne@hotmail.comDebbie 
Burdette, 304-545-6917 or Dburdette23@gmail.com 

 

 
September 14  
FAITH FORMATION for children, youth, and confirmation candidates begins at 10:15 am on September 14 
with an orientation for students and parents alike to be held in the church.  A six-week book study and discussion 
for adults has begins  September 14 at 10:15 am while an ongoing Church History Video Series restarts on 
September 21 in the Parish Hall  
 

Sept 13 & 14 

 
 

September 18 
 
Dear  Lunch Bunch Friends  
Please join us on Thursday, September 18th for a build your own salad Lunch  Bunch following noon 
Mass.   Think about what you like on, in, or with your salad and bring it with you.  From eggs to green 
beans to your favorite dressing, all items are welcome. Bring a friend as well! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tross@dwc.org
mailto:pamcounsil@yahoo.com
mailto:haasjeanne@hotmail.com
mailto:Dburdette23@gmail.com


 
PARTNER IN COMMUNITY UPDATE  

 
(Blessed Sacrament Parish and parishioners have supported Manna Meal for 

decades.  With the rising cost of food and government cutbacks, the Manna Meal is facing cutbacks.  Here are excerpts from 
WCHS TV News:) 
 
“For almost 50 years, Manna Meal has been helping the people in Charleston when it comes to making sure they're nourished 

and fed, but CEO Amy Wolfe said the organization is falling on hard times. “Anyone that goes to the store sees the prices of 

food, but we’re also seeing so many more people need our services,” Wolfe said.  “We’ve had to sit down and take a very hard 

look at things. And rising food costs and increased demands reduced funding across the board. It’s forced us to reconsider the 
plans on how we feed our community.” The nonprofit released a statement to the media on Friday, announcing their plans to 
pause serving breakfast until they could come up with a financial plan to get back on track. Wolfe said the decision-making 

process wasn ’t easy . . . Wolfe said they are accepting online donations at their website as well as mailed in donations. Their 
address is P.O. Box 3913 Charleston, WV 25339.”   
(In light of this, we will increase the parish’s monthly contribution from $300 to $500.) 

 

 
 

Suggestion Box Q & A’s 
 
Suggestion — Please move the play area out of the gathering space.  Children are often loud, and we can hear 
everything inside  
 
Response — We want — we need —  young families and they need us. If we want to have parents with young 

children, we must be especially aware of how difficult it is or can be for them. I don’t want to move the area 
because it is convenient for parents. The breezeway is too cold in winter; the nursery is too far away. There are 
churches around us with no children whatsoever. It is really important that we are as hospitable as possible. 
Recently a mother with two children under three came for the first time in a long time.  She told me she told me she 
felt welcome here, especially when another young mother struck up a conversation with her after Mass.    
 
It seems to me there are two ways to fix this:  (1) If you move to the other side of the church near to the stained 
glass windows, the problem will go away.  (2) We can put up a sign in the area, asking the adults to encourage 
children to keep from getting too exuberant.  We must be very delicate in the asking so not to alienate a family to 
walk away forever. 
 
Suggestion — Please can we sing a Song during the Preparation of Gifts at Sunday Mass at least once a month? 
Response — Yes.  Consider it done.   
 
Question — What is the reason for having instrumentals at Mass anyway?  
Answer — An instrumental during the Preparation of Gifts is an invitation to reflect on the readings and homily. It 
also allows people to speak to the Lord in prayer.   
 
Suggestion — I would like to know who is giving the homily each week ahead of time.  
Response —  It isn't possible to publish an accurate preaching schedule as we frequently cover for one another for 
various reasons. The best way to be sure you don't miss your favorite preacher is to come to Mass every week!" 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mannameal.org/donate


AN OPEN LETTER TO PARENTS  

Dear Parishioner, 

 We are really excited in about our Sunday Faith Formation Programs for children, youth, and adults that will take 

place between the two Sunday Masses from 10:15 - 11:15 am beginning in a few weeks. Theresa O’Leary has done an 

outstanding job.  She has recruited catechists as well as helpers, and ordered material for kindergarten and first grade, fourth 

throughout sixth grades.    Each lesson flows out of the Sunday Gospel from the Mass they attend that weekend.  

 Moreover, All Second and Third graders who have not yet done so will have the opportunity to prepare for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation in the Fall, and prepare for First Holy Communion in the spring. Those youth entering seventh 

grade and high school will take part in an exciting program for Confirmation Candidates.  This program will benefit any youth 

already confirmed.  

 There will be an orientation for parents and students between the Masses on Sunday, September 14, at 10:15 till 11:15 

am in the church. .  The catechists will be introduced as well as everybody who has stepped forward to help.  The staff at 

Blessed Sacrament feels very privileged to support your spiritual development and that of your family. Please let us know of 

your family’s plans to participate in our Fall Faith Formation program/Sacramental preparation. This will allow us to be 

prepared.  

 Please send your response to Theresa O’Leary (mtoleary93@gmail.com) or Natalie Zellers 
(bsccwv@gmail.com) or stop by the parish office to register or sign up in the Gathering Space. 
  
 Thank you for allowing us to support you in the faith formation of your family. Be assured of our prayers 
and support in the faith journey of your entire family! May God bless you all! 
 

Christ’s Peace, 
Theresa O’Leary, Acting Director       Fr. Paul Wharton, Pastor  
 

AN OPEN LETTER TO CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES & PARENTS 

 
Dear Families of Blessed Sacrament Parish,  

 I would like to take this opportunity to extend to you a heartfelt invitation to 

participate in our Confirmation program here at Blessed Sacrament. Our goal with the program is to prepare youth to receive 

this final Sacrament of Initiation, building the foundation and the desire to be lifelong and active members of the Catholic 

faith.  

 Confirmation is not an end, but a beginning, and our team of dedicated staff, discipleship team members, and 

volunteers will strive to build up the faith of our youth through group discussions, prayer experiences, a day of reflection, and 

various service opportunities. We will be using Decision Point from Dynamic Catholic, a program shared in more than 50 

percent of parishes all over the United States. It uses a modern, real world approach to reach teens where they are and very 

much celebrates the treasures of being a Catholic in today's world.  

 An informational meeting of youth and parents will be on September 14, 2025 at 10:15 a.m. in the worship space of 

the church. General meetings for our youth preparation program will take place from 10:15 a.m.-11:15 a.m. on most Sundays, 

beginning September 21, 2025.  Your questions will be answered.  

 I encourage you to prayerfully consider joining us as we continue our mission to help make the Holy Spirit active and 

known in this world. For our planning purposes, please email our parish secretary, Natalie Zellers at bsp116sc@dwc.org or 

sign up in the gathering space. May God Bless you. 

Yours in Christ,  

Father Paul Wharton, Pastor  Theresa O’Leary, Director 

 

mailto:mtoleary93@gmail.com
mailto:bsccwv@gmail.com
mailto:bsp116sc@dwc.org


 

 

A new database system – and what this means for you 
 

To check your giving history, update your contact information, and other neat stuff, go here:   

https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com   There is a two-step verification process, and then you’re in! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/


Word on Fire Digital Library – Free Access 
Through our Flocknote system, our parishioners have free access to the Word on Fire Digital Library. 

1. Log in to your Flocknote account: 

https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com   There is a two-step verification process, and then you’re in! 

You can check your giving history, update your contact information, and other neat stuff while you are here. 

2. Click “My Dashboard” 

 

 

3. The following “pop up” will appear.  Click it and you are in! 

(If pop-ups are disabled on your computer, you will probably be asked to allow the pop-up by your computer system.) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/


SAINT OF THE WEEK :  Saint Anna the Prophetess    September 1 
 
 St. Anna the  Prophetess appears very briefly in the Gospel of Luke—she received the young child, Jesus, 
when Mary and Joseph brought him to the Temple to be dedicated to the Lord. According to Jewish law, 
parents were to present each male child to the Lord by offering sacrifice in the Temple in Jerusalem. Mary 
and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple, and were greeted there by Simeon, who had been told by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not die before seeing the messiah (Lk 2:25-26).  
 

After Mary and Joseph and Jesus met Simeon, they encountered Anna:  “There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and 
then as a widow until she was 84. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming 
forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of 
Jerusalem” (Lk 2:36-38) 
 
This exhausts our knowledge of Anna, but even this brief description tells us what is most important about her. Unlike 
Simeon, who knew he would find the messiah, Anna simply recognized the Lord. After decades and decades in the Temple, 
seeing people coming and going with their sacrifices every day, she had the vision to recognize that one young couple and their 
child were unlike any of the others. 
 
What gave her that ability to see—to recognize the divine in the midst of the ordinary? All we know is that she fasted and 
prayed—she cultivated a close relationship with God. She knew God—she was familiar with God because she spoke with 

God every day. And that familiarity opened her eyes to recognizing God ’s presence in situations outside of prayer. The same is 

true for us—a habit of prayer opens our eyes to recognize God’s presence in the rest of our life experience. 
 
source: https://faith.nd.edu/s/1210/faith/interior.aspx?sid=1210&gid=609&calcid=25793&calpgid=61&pgid=26183&crid=0 

 

Spiritual Icebreakers and Soup Starters  163 
Icebreakers give us something to talk about. Soup starters make for a good beginning.  Here is some spiritual kindling to use, think about, and pray 

with this week. 

 
PRAYER 
 
Days Pass and the years vanish, and  
we walk sightless among miracles. 
God, fill our eyes with seeing  
and our minds with knowing;  
let there be moments when  
Your Presence, like lightning,  
illumines the darkness in which we walk.  
Help us to see, wherever we gaze,  
that the bush burns unconsumed.  
And we, clay touched by God,  
will reach out for holiness,  
and exclaim in wonder:  
How filled with awe is this place,  
and we did not know it!  
Blessed is the Eternal One, the Holy God!  
— Chaim Stern 
 
 
 

https://faith.nd.edu/s/1210/faith/interior.aspx?sid=1210&gid=609&calcid=25793&calpgid=61&pgid=26183&crid=0


POEM 
 

In God’s perfect time,  
every pain shall be comforted,  
every tear wiped away.  
All our wounds shall be healed,  

all our fears cast away, in God’s perfect time.  

In God’s perfect time,  
all the good we did shall be revealed,  
and what was whispered in the darkness  
shall be broadcast aloud in the light.  
Every sacrifice made in secret  

shall be revealed, in God’s perfect time. 
— Jocelyn Soriano  
 

MYSTIC MORSELS  

Above all the grace & the gifts that Christ gives to his beloved is that of overcoming self. 
— Saint Francis of Assisi  (1181 – 1226)  

Do not be afraid to abandon yourself unreservedly to His loving Providence, for a child cannot perish in the arms of a Father 

Who is omnipotent. 

— Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647- 1690)  
 
The cross means there is no shipwreck without hope; there is no dark without dawn;    nor storm without haven 
— Saint Pope John Paul II  (1920-2005) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
MANNA MEAL/KROGER 

PICK UP SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER 

Sept. 9     Matt Leary 
Sept. 10   Anne Davis 
Sept. 16   Dennis Thornburg 
Sept. 17   Edd McDevitt 
Sept. 23   Don Becher  
Sept. 24   Don Becher 
Sept. 30   Wayne Miller 

 

OCTOBER 

Oct. 1      Edd McDevitt 
Oct. 7      Matt Leary 
Oct. 8     Anne Davis 
Oct. 14   Wayne Miller 
Oct. 15   Anne Davis 
Oct. 21   Dennis Thornburg  
Oct. 22    Edd McDevitt 
Oct. 28   Matt Leary 
Oct. 29   Don Becher 

 



Liturgical Ministries – September 6 & 7 

 
5:00pm 9:00am 11:30am 

Lectors P Frame R DeBias N Churchill 

Altar Servers V and C Stricker 
Jay & Jaylen 
Carpenter 

J Crane 
 J Shawler 

Principal R Teufel M Burgess C Frye 

Eucharistic Ministers 
T Streit 

 S Churchill 
R Plutro 

 T Mathias 
R Brennan 
 J Priestley 

Communion 
to the Sick 

 
L Hayes 

 M Burgess 
 

Greeters/Ushers 
J Providenti  
B Schissler 

K & R Plutro The Young Family 

 

 

Liturgical Ministries – September 13 & 14 

 
5:00pm 9:00am 11:30am 

Lectors P Frame M J Davis T McLane 

Altar Servers D Bowles 
Madison 
 M Gary 

J Borman 

Principal T Witsberger R Plutro J Knox 

Eucharistic Ministers 
B Frame 

 N Zellers 
B Sherrard 
 O Duarte 

C Frye 
 P Garnett 

Communion 
to the Sick 

 
B Sherrard 
 M Summey 

 

Greeters/Ushers 
J Haas 

 J Providenti 
N & D McLaughlin 

C Adkin 
 R Norman 
 T Champe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



31 Club this week 31 Club members commit to praying for vocations one day each month. 
 

Sun  09/07 Philip Maramba /  John Priestley / Elizabeth Battle 

Mon  09/08 Peg Nagem 

Tue  09/09 Carolyn Frye 

Wed 09/10 Jane Roy / Patricia Dever / Anne Dever 

Thu  09/11 Joe Deegan /  Tony O’Leary / Mary Pat Peck 

Fri  09/12 Nancy McLaughlin / Victoria Russo 

Sat  09/13 Mike Granata  / Jeni Riser 

Upcoming Seminarian Birthdays.  
Birthday cards keep us connected - cards are a small gesture that make someone feel thought of in a way that email does not 
achieve. Please consider sending a card to: 
 

September 
16th - Michael Aiello - Mount St. Mary’s Seminary   16300 Old Emmitsburg Road,    Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
18th - Sebastian Lasko - The Pontifical College Josephinum  7625 N High Street,    Columbus, OH 43235 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Resources for The Way – A Retreat for Survivors of Abuse 
 
As the Church continues to minister to all survivors of abuse, the Archdiocese of Washington is offering retreats 
for survivors. The archdiocese will offer a women’s retreat on Sept.19-21,2025 and April 25—26, 2026. In 
partnership with the Archdiocese of Atlanta, a men’s retreat will be held June 12-14, 2026. This retreat is an 
occasion for survivors to reflect on God’s plan for their lives and for healing through prayer and the sacraments. 
For more information go to https://adw.org/the-way-retreat/. To register email mcdonaldd@adw.org . 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Will I have to talk about the details of my abuse in a group setting? 

Answer: No. There will be times during the retreat where you have the opportunity to talk to others, but you are 
not required to share about your abuse. The retreat focuses on opportunities for prayer through scripture and the 
Passion of Christ, God’s original plan for you, Reconciliation, and Mass 

I am not a victim of clergy sexual abuse can I still come? 

Answer: Yes! This day is for anyone who has been abused in any way by anyone. You are not taking a spot from 
someone else who needs it … YOU need it …we are here for you. 

Is there a fee for the retreat? 

No. There is no fee or cost associated with this opportunity. 

 

 

 

15 Years. One Community. Countless Challenges 

For 15 years, Chef’s Challenge has brought our community together for an 

unforgettable evening of food and fellowship. Local celebrity chefs take on 

the unique challenge of preparing a multi-course, gourmet meal inspired by 

the simple ingredients that we stock on our pantry shelves and that we 

grow right here in our garden. This year the culinary creations will be 

homegrown! 

 

This event is a celebration of the resilience and resourcefulness of our staff, volunteers, and donors that support the mission of Covenant 

House. But the true challenge lies in responding to a growing crisis. Across the greater Kanawha Valley, families are facing higher food and 

housing costs, and the funding needed to address those issues continues to fall short. 

 

Covenant House meets these challenges with resolve. Every day, we provide food, shelter, and healthcare to those experiencing hardship, 

and we do it with dignity, compassion, and community support. 

 

On Tuesday, September 23, join us at the Charleston Coliseum and Convention Center for a one-of-a-kind culinary experience. Your 

presence helps ensure that we can continue to offer critical services during a time when the demand for support has never been higher. 

 

This year’s event will feature an incredible lineup of chefs and the presence of Chef Paul Smith, who will serve as our emcee for the 

evening. 

 

Together, we can meet this moment and create meaningful change. 

Ticket donation = $125  

For more information or a link to purchase tickets, please contact jackielilly@gmail.com or the Covenant House (304) 344-8053 

or adouglas@wvcovenanthouse.org 

 

https://wvcovenanthouse.org/chefs-challenge-2025/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=a98be5dd-426a-433a-b1e9-2b08c52c3674 

 

mailto:jackielilly@gmail.com
mailto:adouglas@wvcovenanthouse.org
https://wvcovenanthouse.org/chefs-challenge-2025/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=a98be5dd-426a-433a-b1e9-2b08c52c3674


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Faith Formation and Catechetical Certification Opportunities for Fall 2025 

Catechesis is central to evangelization and mission in the Church and core to catechesis are the Scriptures and the Tradition of 

the Church.  Whether you are active as a catechist or are interested in learning more about your faith, the courses and seminars 

offered by the University of Dayton’s VLCFF through the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston will deepen your understanding of 

the Catholic faith and Tradition. Courses are offered in person, online and hybrid. Below are two hybrid courses being offered 

beginning Sept 8th, 2025. All courses are free but registration is required. The courses are being underwritten by the Diocese of 

Wheeling-Charleston’s Office of Evangelization & Catechesis, who pays 100% of the tuition and the cost of any books 

associated with the courses.  The course instructor is Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.  For further information or to register, please 

contact Dr. Stoicoiu at rodicastoicoiuphd@gmail.com 

The Diocese of Wheeling Charleston offers Catechetical Certification and recognizes VLCFF courses for various levels of 

certification. Certain courses are especially designed for volunteer catechists, Catholic school religion teachers, members of 

OCIA teams and all those who would be enriched by formal training in this field. For further information regarding the 

VLCFF certification program please contact Dr. Stoicoiu or Ms. Shirley Carter at scarter@dwc.org.  There are 6 required 

courses for level one certification including the Images of Jesus class below. Both classes are open to ALL adults interested in 

deepening their faith and growing in their understanding of the theology and Tradition of the Church. 

Images of Jesus  

Five Week Course, Begins the week of Sept 8th. This course is part of the Certificate in Catechesis series. During our studies 

we will develop a deeper understanding of Jesus by encountering him through the Gospels (we will be using modern scriptural 

methods of reading the Gospel texts), theology, history and the liturgy. We will be exploring answers to the question that Jesus 

asked his followers “who do you say I am?” and by the end of the course students will be able to form a personal answer to 

this question. This course is open to everyone, some background in reading scripture will be helpful. Images of Jesus is part of 

the Certificate in Catechesis and will be a foundational course for catechists, members of OCIA teams, and all those interested 

in deepening their faith. The class will meet on Wednesday evenings on Zoom at 7 pm beginning on Sept 10th. To register or 

for further information please contact Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu rodicastoicoiuphd@gmail.com 

This Land Is Home To Me:  The Cry of Appalachia 

This is a special three-week seminar beginning the week of Sept 8th. It was developed especially for the 175th anniversary of the 

Diocese of Wheeling Charleston. The people of Appalachia have a special story to tell about their relationship with the land, 

with one another and with God. As part of the ongoing celebrations, the Church of West Virginia is invited to participate in 

this seminar focused on the Pastoral Letter: This Land is Home to Me. We will study and discuss the Pastoral in light of the 

Appalachian experiences of poverty, powerlessness and suffering today. The current scheduled seminar meets via Zoom on 

Thursdays at 4pm, however, if there is sufficient interest, a second session can be added on Monday evenings at 7 pm. To 

register or for further information please contact Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu rodicastoicoiuphd@gmail.com 

We are called throughout our lives to turn and re-turn to God. This is the process of ongoing conversion. Deepening our 

understanding of faith, growing in our relationship with God and one another includes learning about that faith, the Scriptures 

and our Tradition. Take time this year to meet other Catholics, learn, discuss and deepen your faith. 
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Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church  

305 E St  

South Charleston, WV 25303  

www.blessedsacramentwv.org  

Phone: (304) 744-5523  

E-mail: BSCCWV@gmail.com  

Our parish office is open Monday and Wednesday-Friday from 9:00am to 3:00pm. The South entrance doors are 
unlocked during office hours.  

The North entrance doors are unlocked on days that there is a Mass.  

 

Second Collections - cash, envelopes, or checks made out to Blessed Sacrament  

may be placed in a marked box in the Gathering Space. 

 

    

 

https://blessedsacrament37.flocknote.com/give 

 

Give Trees Online To support Blessed Sacrament (all 

funds raised will go to our Garden Project), click here:  

https://blessedsacramentwv.givetrees.online/cause/give-a-

tree/       

or click on the QR code: 

Pastor: Rev. Paul Wharton   
E-mail: pjw424@gmail.com  
Cell Phone: 304-433-7472  

(For emergencies only after 8:00pm)  
  

Deacons 
Deacon Tony O’Leary - cell:  304-395-6208 / 

 email: aoleary@dwc.org 
 

 Deacon Tommy Ross – cell:  304-590-5003 /  
email: tross@dwc.org  

Office Manager:  
Natalie Zellers  
304-744-5523 

Office E-mail:  
BSCCWV@gmail.com   

Director of Religious Education  
Mike Granata  

E-mail: mikegranata3@gmail.com  
Phone: 304-561-8063  

Acting Director: Theresa O’Leary 
mtoleary93@gmail.com 

Music & Youth Director:  
Mary Odin  

E-mail: wmodin@frontier.com  
Phone: 304-767-9479    

 
Parish Therapy Cat  

Walter  
Email:  WalterCatechist@gmail.com   

Blessed Sacrament Parish Pastoral Council:   

Terry Mathias, facilitator; Rick Brennan, David Brown, Rachel Crane, Jamie Knox, David Lewia,  
Molly Linehan-Belcher, Dan McLaughlin, Jonathan Perry,  John Priestley, Ryan Walter 

 

 St. Paul Catholic Radio - WLUX-AM 1450 Charleston/Dunbar  

   
How to Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children  
  
The Diocese encourages reporting to civil authorities first and foremost if a crime has been committed. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 

abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 

civil authorities, you may also report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel or volunteers of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, by 

contacting one of the Bishop’s designees 1311 Byron St., PO Box 230, Wheeling, WV 26003 Fax: 304.233.4086 Phone 304.230.1504 at 888.434.6237 or 

304.233.0880: Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 

304.230.1504. You may also visit www.dwc.org, under “Accountability” for additional reporting mechanisms.” 
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