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If you read last week’s weekly letter, you know that I decided not to retire this

summer. Priests are assigned to a parish by the Bishop who may or may not listen to the
recommendations of the Personnel Committee. In some Protestant churches a Search
Committee recommends a person to the Board of Elders (somewhat like a Parish
Pastoral Council). Here is a fictional look at the process.

Dear Board of Elders Member.

We do not have a happy report, as we have not been able to find a suitable
candidate for the new Pastor of our church thus far. We do, however, have one
promising prospect. The following is our confidential report on the candidates:

Adam: Good man, but has problems with his wife.

. Noah: Prone to unrealistic building projects.

. Joseph: A big thinker, but a braggart. Interprets dreams. Has a prison record.

. Moses: Modest and meek, but poor communicator; even stutters at

David: Very promising until we discovered the affair he had with a neighbor’s wife.
. Solomon: Great preacher, but serious woman problems.

. Elijah: Prone to depression; collapses under pressure.

. Jonah: Told us he was swallowed by a huge fish and spit out. We hung up.

Amos: Backward and unpolished; he has a problem with wealthy people.

John: Says he’s a Baptist, but doesn’t dress like one. Sleeps in the outdoors, has a
weird diet, and provokes denominational leaders.

Paul: Powerful CEO type and fascinating preacher. But he’s short on tact,
unforgiving with young ministers, harsh, and has been known to preach all night.

There is, however, a promising candidate - Judas Iscariot: His references are solid. A
steady plodder. Conservative. Good connections. Knows how to handle money. We're
inviting him to preach this Sunday with great hopes that he will accept our offer!

Search Committee

In talking about the assignment of a new priest, I use an expression — Pastor

Roulette. You never know what you’re going to get. But we priests have to deal with
Parish Roulette. We never know what a parish will be like until we get there. What is
important is that everyone works together to carry on the mission of Christ for the glory
of God.

Noteworthy News



POEM

If

all the sleeping folks will wake up, and

all the lukewarm folks will fire up, and

all the disgruntled folks will sweeten up, and
all the discouraged folks will cheer up, and
all the depressed folks will look up, and

all the estranged folks will make up, and
all the gossiping folks will shut up, and

all the dry bones will shake up, and

all the true soldiers will stand up, and

all the church members will pray up, and
if the Savior of all will be lifted up . . .

then we can have the greatest renewal

this world has ever known.

— Richard Cushing (1895-1970)

PRAYER

As I awaken, let this be my thought:

may my day be filled with acts of lovingkindness.
Let me be drawn to learning and discernment,
and may my actions be shaped by [charity.]

Keep me from iniquity, disgrace and sin;

May I not be overwhelmed by temptation or despair.
Distance me from evil people and false friends.
Let me cultivate a life of goodness.

May my hands reach out in kindness,

and I will serve God through acts of righteousness.
Today and every day, may I merit Your mercy,

by living my life with compassion and love.

Holy One of Blessing, draw me to Your words;
teach me the art of sacred living.

— Mishkan T’Filat: Shabbat-A Reform Siddur

WIT, WISDOM, & WHATEVER

The church council met to discuss the pastor’s compensation package for the coming
year. After the meeting the chair of council told the pastor: “We are very sorry, Pastor,
but we decided that we cannot give you a raise next year. “But you must give me a raise,’
said the pastor. “I am but a poor preacher!” “1 know,” the council chair said. “We hear
you every Sunday.”
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