SUNDAY GOSPEL g, ¢ t
BIBLE SHARIN essed Asacramen

A Christ-Centered Catholic Community

Wednesday Jan 21 for the 34 Sunday in Ordinary time

OPENING PRAYER: God of love, thank you for gathering us together to share your holy
Word. Help us to listen to these readings with a fresh mind and heart. Anoint us with your Holy
Spirit so that we may have the courage to share our lives with each other and to hear the
message you want us to hear. This we pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.

READING OF THE ASSIGNED GOSPEL

* In the words of Saint Benedict, “Listen with the ears of your heart.”
* Please note a word, phrase, or verse that seemed to really catch your notice.

* A volunteer slowly read aloud today’s passage Afterwards, we have a few minutes of silent
reflection.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 4:12-23

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry.”
128 When he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.

13 He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and
Naphtali,h

14 that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled:

15“Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,:

the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles,
16 the people who sit in darkness

have seen a great light,

on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death

light has arisen.”

17" From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say,k “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at

hand.”

The Call of the First Disciples.”
18! As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and

his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen.

19 He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

20" At once they left their nets and followed him.

21 He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and his
brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called
them,

22 and immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him.

Ministering to a Great Multitude.”


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004012-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004012-g
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004013-h
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004015-i
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004016-j
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004017-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004017-k
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004018-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004018-l
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004020-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004023-1

23 He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,” proclaiming the gospel of the
kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people.

Notes

* [4:12—17] Isaiah’s prophecy of the light rising upon Zebulun and Naphtali (Is 8:22—9:1) is
fulfilled in Jesus’ residence at Capernaum. The territory of these two tribes was the first to be
devastated (733—32 B.C.) at the time of the Assyrian invasion. In order to accommodate Jesus’
move to Capernaum to the prophecy, Matthew speaks of that town as being “in the region of
Zebulun and Naphtali” (Mt 4:13), whereas it was only in the territory of the latter, and he
understands the sea of the prophecy, the Mediterranean, as the sea of Galilee.

* [4:17] At the beginning of his preaching Jesus takes up the words of John the Baptist (Mt 3:2)
although with a different meaning; in his ministry the kingdom of heaven has already begun to
be present (Mt 12:28).

* [4:18—22] The call of the first disciples promises them a share in Jesus’ work and entails
abandonment of family and former way of life. Three of the four, Simon, James, and John, are
distinguished among the disciples by a closer relation with Jesus (Mt 17:1; 26:37).

* [4:20] Here and in Mt 4:22, as in Mark (MKk 1:16—20) and unlike the Lucan account (Lk 5:1—
11), the disciples’ response is motivated only by Jesus’ invitation, an element that emphasizes his
mysterious power.

* [4:23—25] This summary of Jesus’ ministry concludes the narrative part of the first book of
Matthew’s gospel (Mt 3—4). The activities of his ministry are teaching, proclaiming the gospel,
and healing; cf. Mt 9:35.

* [4:23] Their synagogues: Matthew usually designates the Jewish synagogues as their
synagogue(s) (Mt 9:35; 10:17; 12:9; 13:54) or, in address to Jews, your synagogues (Mt 23:34),
an indication that he wrote after the break between church and synagogue.

QUESTIONS FOR SHARING

1. What do you need to leave behind in order to become a more committed disciple of Christ?
2. What do you need to repent-change- to reflect the kingdom of heaven at hand?

3. Name one thing today’s Gospel says to us that we disciples of Jesus need to heed and act on.

Commentary

John’s imprisonment may have been Jesus’ signal to go public with his mission. Matthew
presents Jesus as the fulfillment of the first reading. Jesus is a light for all to see and experience,
including the Gentiles. To further emphasize this, Matthew locates Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, a
region mainly occupied by Gentiles. Then we have Jesus’ call to repentance, which is a call for a
new mind and heart, a new hearing and a new radical response to God’s Word. The call of the
first four apostles is a concrete example of individuals hearing God’s call and responding to it
with total commitment. Jesus says that the new role of his apostles will be to “catch people.”

IS THERE A CAUSE FOR GRATITUDE THIS WEEK?
IS THERE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU HAVE?
CLOSING PRAYER - The Lord’s Prayer


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004023-2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4#48004023-m
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?12#48004012
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?17#48004017
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/is/8?22#29008022
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/is/9?1#29009001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?13#48004013
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?17#48004017
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/3?2#48003002
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/12?28#48012028
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?18#48004018
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?22#48004022
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/17?1#48017001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/26?37#48026037
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?20#48004020
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?22#48004022
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mk/1?16#49001016
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mk/1?20#49001020
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/5?1#50005001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lk/5?11#50005011
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?23#48004023
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?25#48004025
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/3?#48003000
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?#48004000
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/9?35#48009035
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/4?23#48004023
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/9?35#48009035
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/10?17#48010017
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/12?9#48012009
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/13?54#48013054
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/23?34#48023034

Bible Sharing Room 5 and Zoom
Starting Jan 21 from 6:30 — 8:0 pm EST Weekly on Wednesday
notes

Description:Blessed Sacrament is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Blessed Sacrament's Zoom Meeting
Time: Jan 21, 2026 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://uso2web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIkd-

qgrji8qGoRt4LoXWakugwgMo6AzL.DCs/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGupzspEtSRsBiHRpwAHYighb
zziClfifpviEvJDBhkYwijb UbH7opMcLS8

Join Zoom Meeting
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/86903804010?pwd=MGJydS9qSW9LSzNGbIZSM2xZcWpGZz0
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Meeting ID: 869 0380 4010
Passcode: 086586

One tap mobile
+13017158592,


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIkd-qgrj8qG9Rt4LoXWaku9w9Mo6AzLDCs/ics?icsToken%3D98tyKuGupzspEtSRsBiHRpwAHYigb_zziClfjfpviEvJDBhkYwjjb_UbH70pMcL8&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2FljR_j3f8UTT5IhXyD2yw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIkd-qgrj8qG9Rt4LoXWaku9w9Mo6AzLDCs/ics?icsToken%3D98tyKuGupzspEtSRsBiHRpwAHYigb_zziClfjfpviEvJDBhkYwjjb_UbH70pMcL8&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2FljR_j3f8UTT5IhXyD2yw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZIkd-qgrj8qG9Rt4LoXWaku9w9Mo6AzLDCs/ics?icsToken%3D98tyKuGupzspEtSRsBiHRpwAHYigb_zziClfjfpviEvJDBhkYwjjb_UbH70pMcL8&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2FljR_j3f8UTT5IhXyD2yw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86903804010?pwd%3DMGJydS9qSW9LSzNGblZSM2xZcWpGZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1LBohVwAH2iqfqlN5ShK0e
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86903804010?pwd%3DMGJydS9qSW9LSzNGblZSM2xZcWpGZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1LBohVwAH2iqfqlN5ShK0e

